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MASTERING THE
CLOCK: HOW THE
2013 AMC 8
ANSWER KEY AND
PACING GO HAND
IN HAND

F o r  m a n y  m i d d l e
school  students,  the
American  Mathematics
Competitions  8  (AMC
8)  represents  the  first
ser ious  foray  into
c o m p e t i t i v e
mathematics. It is a 25-
question,  40-minute
multiple-choice  exam
designed  to  promote
problem-solving  skills
and  mathematical
reason ing .  Wh i l e
m a s t e r i n g

mathematical concepts
is  crucial ,  there  is
another  element  that
often separates a good
score from a great one:
pacing.  Understanding
how to manage the 40-
minute time limit is just
a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s
knowing how to solve a
complex  geometry
p r o b l e m .  W h e n
prepar ing  for  th is
chal lenging  exam,
studying  the  2013
AMC  8  answer  key
pace  offers  a  unique
window into how time
m a n a g e m e n t
st ra teg ies  can  be
applied  to  a  real  test
scenario.  The  2013
test, in particular, is a
f a v o r i t e  a m o n g
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educa to r s  f o r  i t s
balanced  difficulty
curve,  making  it  an
ideal  benchmark  for
l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o
balance  speed  with
accuracy.
This article will explore
the  intricacies  of  the
2013 AMC 8,  focusing
o n  h o w  t o  u s e  i t s
answer key not just to
check answers,  but to
d e v e l o p  a  r o b u s t
pacing  strategy.  We
will  break  down  the
test  structure,  discuss
common  time  traps,
and provide actionable
advice  for  students
who  wish  to  improve
their  efficiency.
Whether  you  are  a
student  preparing  for
this year's contest or a
coach  look ing  fo r
teaching  materials,
understanding  the
relationship  between
the  answer  key  and
your speed is the key
to  unlocking  your  full

potential.

Understa
nding the
AMC 8
Format
and
Structure
Before  div ing  into
pacing strategies, it  is
essential to understand
w h a t  y o u  a r e  u p
against. The AMC 8 is a
25-question  multiple-
c h o i c e  t e s t .  T h e
questions are designed
to  be  accessible  to
students  in  grades  6
through  8,  though
many  top  performers
are in 5th or 6th grade.
The  content  covers
typical  middle  school
curr iculum  topics,
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including:

Number theory
Arithmetic
Algebra
Geometry
Counting and
probability
Logic and
reasoning

The  difficulty  of  the
p r o b l e m s  i s  n o t
random.  Typically,  the
first  ten  questions  are
r e l a t i v e l y
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,
des igned  to  bu i ld
confidence  and  ensure
that  all  students  can
demonstrate  basic
competency. Questions
11 through 20 begin to
increase in complexity,
requiring  multi-step
reasoning.  The  final
five  questions,
numbers 21 to 25, are
the  most  challenging
and  o f ten  invo lve
c lever  ins ights  or
advanced logical leaps.
This  structure  directly

impacts  your  2013
AMC  8  answer  key
pace.  A  student  who
rushes  through  the
easy  questions  might
make  careless  errors,
while  a  student  who
spends  too  long  on
question  5  may  not
have  enough  time  to
attempt the high-value
problems at the end.

Why
Pacing is
the
Secret
Weapon
Pacing  is  the  art  of
allocating  your  time
across  the  test  to
maximize  your  final
score. It is a skill  that
r e q u i r e s  s e l f -
a w a r e n e s s  a n d
p r a c t i c e .  M a n y
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students enter the AMC
8 with the mindset of
trying  to  solve  every
single problem. This is
often  a  mistake.  The
test is designed so that
very  few  students
(usually only a handful
nationwide)  achieve  a
perfect score of 25. A
more  real ist ic  and
effective goal  is  to aim
for  accuracy  on  the
problems you can solve
while  leaving  enough
time  to  attempt  the
harder ones.
Studying  the  2013
AMC  8  answer  key
pace  al lows  you  to
simulate  a  real  test-
taking  experience.  By
printing  out  a  blank
2013  test  and  timing
yourself,  you  can  see
exactly where you get
stuck. Does it take you
5  minutes  to  solve
question 12? That is a
sign that you need to
either  improve  your
foundational  skills  or

learn  to  sk ip  that
problem  and  come
back later. The answer
key is not just a list of
letters (A, B, C, D, E); it
is a map of the test's
difficulty  terrain.  When
you review the answer
key,  you  should  ask
you r se l f :  "Wh i ch
questions took me the
longest?"  and  "Which
questions  did  I  get
wrong  because  I  was
rushing?"

Analyzing
the 2013
AMC 8
Answer
Key
The 2013 AMC 8 was a
part icu lar ly  wel l -
balanced  test.  Let  us
look at a brief analysis
of  the  answer  key  to
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u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
distribution of answers.
While  we  will  not  list
every  single  answer
here,  a  general  trend
emerges  when  you
look at the sequence of
correct  choices.  For
example,  the  early
questions  (1-5)  were
simple  arithmetic  and
pattern  recognition.
The  middle  section
(6-15) introduced word
problems  and  basic
geometry.  The  late
s e c t i o n  ( 1 6 - 2 5 )
featured  problems
involving  probability,
coordinate  geometry,
and  number  theory.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
interesting  aspects  of
the  2013  test  was
question  24,  which
involved  a  counting
problem that could be
solved elegantly if you
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e
concept  of  symmetry.
Many  students  who
rushed  into  a  brute-

force calculation found
themselves  wasting
precious  minutes.
Understanding  the
2013 AMC 8 answer
key pace here means
realizing  that  some
problems have a "trick"
that saves time. If you
study  the  answer  key
a n d  s e e  t h a t  a
c o m p l e x - l o o k i n g
problem has  a  simple
answer,  you  can  train
yourself  to  look  for
shortcuts  on  future
tests.

Developin
g a Time
Managem
ent Plan
S o ,  h o w  d o  y o u
actually build a pacing
plan based on the 2013
test? Here is a step-by-
step  strategy  that
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many  successful  test-
takers use.

THE FIRST PASS:
SPEED AND
CONFIDENCE (0-15
MINUTES)
Your  goal  for  the  first
1 5  m i n u t e s  i s  t o
answer  questions  1
through 15  as  quickly
and  accurate ly  as
possible. These are the
"gimme"  questions.
You  should  be  aiming
for  100% accuracy on
this  section.  If  you
encounter  a  question
that  seems  confusing
or  requires  lengthy
calculation,  circle  it
a n d  m o v e  o n
immediately.  Do  not
get  stuck.  The  2013
AMC  8  answer  key
pace  model  suggests
that  you  should  be
finishing  question  15
around  the  12  to  15-
minute mark. If you are
taking longer,  you are

either  overthinking
simple problems or you
need  to  review  basic
a r i t h m e t i c  a n d
fractions.

THE SECOND PASS:
STRATEGY AND
SELECTION (15-30
MINUTES)
N o w  y o u  h a v e  2 5
minutes  left  for  the
r e m a i n i n g  1 0
questions, but you also
have  the  ones  you
skipped  from  the  first
section.  This  is  where
the  test  gets  serious.
Al locate  your  t ime
based on the question
number.  Questions
16-20  are  medium
difficulty.  You  should
s p e n d  a b o u t  2 - 3
minutes  on  each  of
these.  If  a  problem
requires a full page of
writing,  it  is  probably
not  the  most  efficient
use of your time. Look
for  patterns  and  use
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the answer choices to
your advantage. Often,
y o u  c a n  p l u g  t h e
answer  choices  back
into  the  problem  to
c h e c k  w h i c h  o n e
works.

THE FINAL PUSH:
THE HARDEST
PROBLEMS (30-40
MINUTES)
The last 10 minutes of
the  exam  should  be
d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e
r e m a i n i n g  h a r d
problems  (21-25)  and
a n y  y o u  s k i p p e d
earlier.  These  are  the
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t
s e p a r a t e  t h e  t o p
scorers. Do not expect
to solve all five. In fact,
getting  two  out  of  five
correct  on  the  last
section  is  a  significant
achievement.  The  key
here is to avoid panic.
Use  the  answer  key
analysis  from  your
practice  sessions  to

identify which types of
problems you are good
at. If you are strong at
geometry, focus on the
geometry  question
first.  If  you are poor  at
c o u n t i n g ,  s k i p  i t
entirely and guess.

Common
Time
Traps on
the 2013
AMC 8
When  reviewing  the
2013 AMC 8 answer
key  pace ,  several
common  time  traps
become  apparent.
Recognizing these can
save  you  valuable
seconds on test day.

Over-1.
complicating
simple



8

8 2013 Amc 8 Answer Key Pace 2024-09-08

problems:
Question 7 was a
classic example.
It looked like a
complicated
pattern, but it
was actually an
easy subtraction
problem. Many
students wasted
time trying to
find a complex
formula.
Drawing2.
unnecessary
diagrams: While
drawing is
helpful, some
students spend
too long making
perfect drawings.
A quick sketch is
often enough.
Re-checking3.
every step: It is
important to be
accurate, but re-
checking every
single arithmetic
step during the
test is a waste of
time. Do the

math carefully
the first time.
Reading4.
comprehension
errors:
Misreading a
question can cost
you 3 minutes of
work. Practice
reading the
question twice
before you start
calculating.

How to
Use the
Answer
Key for
Practice
Simply  looking  at  the
correct answers is not
e n o u g h .  T o  t r u l y
master the 2013 AMC
8 answer  key pace,
you  need  to  simulate
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the  test  environment.
H e r e  i s  a
recommended  study
protocol:

Step 1: Take the
2013 test with a
strict 40-minute
timer. Mark your
answers on a
separate sheet.
Step 2: Score
your test using
the answer key.
Do not worry
about the score
yet.
Step 3: For
every problem
you got wrong or
skipped, write
down how long
you spent on it.
Be honest.
Step 4: Analyze
the correlation.
Did you spend 10
minutes on a
hard problem
and get it wrong?
That is a pacing
failure. Did you
speed through an

easy problem
and make a silly
mistake? That is
a rushing error.
Step 5: Re-solve
the problems you
missed without a
time limit.
Understand the
concept deeply.

By  repeat ing  th i s
process with the 2013
test  and  other  past
e x a m s ,  y o u  w i l l
develop  an  internal
c l o c k .  Y o u  w i l l
intuitively  know  when
you  are  spending  too
long on a problem. This
i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f
mastering  the  2013
AMC  8  answer  key
pace.

Strategie
s for
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Skipping
and

Guessing
One  of  the  hardest
lessons for competitive
students  is  learning
when  to  quit.  On  the
AMC  8,  there  is  no
penalty  for  guessing.
Therefore,  you  should
n e v e r  l e a v e  a
quest ion  b lank .
However,  strategic
guessing  is  different
from random guessing.
If  you  can  eliminate
one  or  two  answer
choices,  your  odds  of
guessing  correctly
improve  significantly.
W h e n  y o u  a r e
reviewing  the  answer
key for the 2013 test,
pay  attention  to  the
distribution  of  correct
answers.  While  the
distribution is generally

r a n d o m ,  y o u  c a n
sometimes use process
of  el imination.  For
example,  if  you  are
stuck  on  question  22
and you know that the
answer  cannot  be  0
because  that  seems
too  easy,  eliminate
that  cho ice .  Then
guess.  This  takes  15
s e c o n d s ,  n o t  5
minutes.

Building
Stamina
for the
Full Exam
Pacing is not just about
managing minutes; it is
also  about  managing
mental  energy.  The
AMC 8 is a sprint, not a
marathon. By the time
you reach question 20,
you  may  be  mentally
fatigued.  This  is  why
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your pacing plan needs
to  account  for  energy
l e v e l s .  T h e  e a s y
q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h e
beginning  should  be
d o n e  q u i c k l y  t o
conserve  energy  for
the  hard  questions  at
the end. If you burn out
on  question  12,  you
will  be useless for the
rest of the test.
Practicing  with  the
2013 AMC 8 answer
key  pace  helps  you
build  this  stamina.
Take  the  test  at  the
same  time  of  day  as
the actual competition.
Simulate the pressure.
The more you practice
u n d e r  r e a l i s t i c
conditions,  the  less
anxiety you will feel on
test day.

Conclusio

n
T h e  2 0 1 3  A M C  8
r e m a i n s  a
quintessential  practice
too l  f o r  s tuden t s
a iming  to  excel  in
m a t h e m a t i c s
competitions. However,
simply  knowing  the
math  is  not  enough.
The difference between
a  score  of  18  and  a
sco re  o f  22  o f t en
comes  down  to  how
well  you  manage  the
clock. By studying the
2013 AMC 8 answer
key  pace,  you  learn
more  than  just  the
right  answers;  you
learn  a  system  for
tackling any timed test.
You learn to prioritize,
to  recognize  your
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
weaknesses,  and  to
make  spl it -second
decisions about  where
to invest your time.
As you prepare for your
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next  compet i t ion,
remember  that  every
second  counts.  Use
past  exams  like  the
2013  test  to  calibrate
your  internal  timer.
Analyze your mistakes,
celebrate your efficient

solutions,  and  always
l o o k  f o r  w a y s  t o
improve  your  speed
without  sacrificing
a c c u r a c y .  W i t h
deliberate practice and
a focus on pacing, you
can turn the pressure


