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THE ENDURING RIVALRY: LUCKY
LUKE AND THE DALTONS

Few rivalries in comic strip history are as
i con i c ,  absu rd ,  and  end less l y
entertaining  as  the  one  between  the
solitary  cowboy  Lucky  Luke  and  the
bumbling criminal quartet known as The
Daltons.  For  over  half  a  century,
readers across the globe have delighted
in  watching  the  “lonesome  cowboy”
outsmart, outrun, and outdraw the four

hapless  brothers  who  simply  cannot
seem to pull off a single successful heist.
This dynamic is not just the backbone of
the  series;  it  is  the  very  soul  of  the
adventures  that  have  defined  the
Belgian-French  comic  tradition.  In  this
article,  we will  explore the creation of
these  characters,  the  unique  comedic
tension  between  them,  the  many
adaptations, and why Lucky Luke and
the  Daltons  remain  beloved  figures  in
popular  culture.
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The Birth of a
Western Comedy

Classic
To understand the magic of Lucky Luke
and  the  Daltons,  one  must  first  travel
back to 1946, when Belgian cartoonist
Morris (Maurice De Bevere) introduced a
quick-drawing  cowboy  who  “shoots
faster  than  his  shadow.”  The  early
adventures  of  Lucky  Luke  featured  a
variety of  antagonists,  but  none left  a
lasting  mark  until  the  writer  René
Goscinny  joined  the  series  in  1955.
Goscinny,  who  would  later  co-create
Asterix,  brought  a  sharp  sense  of
dia logue,  sat i re,  and  character

development. It was under his pen that
the Daltons truly came to life.
The Daltons were loosely based on the
real-life  Dalton  Gang  of  the  American
Wild West, but Morris and Goscinny took
immense  creative  liberties.  Instead  of
portraying them as dangerous outlaws,
they  transformed  the  brothers  into  a
quartet  of  comedic  failures:  Joe,  the
short-tempered  and  shortest  leader;
Jack, the slow but strong one; William,
the  vaguely  intelligent  but  equally
unfortunate;  and Averell,  the tall,  dim-
witted glutton who dreams only of food.
Their  height  differences—each  taller
than the last—became a running visual
gag, with Joe constantly frustrated by his
lack of stature.
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Why the Daltons
Are Perfect Foes
What  makes  the  dynamic  between
Lucky  Luke  and  the  Daltons  so
compelling is not the threat of violence,
but the pure, slapstick comedy of their
interactions. The Daltons are perpetually
plotting to escape prison (usually from
the same cell) and rob a bank or train,
yet they are foiled every single time by
Lucky Luke’s wit, speed, and unwavering
sense  of  justice.  Their  plans  are
inevitably  undermined  by  their  own
incompetence:  Joe’s  rage  blinds  him,
Averell’s hunger distracts him, and the
other  two simply  follow along with  no
real strategy.

This formula never grows stale because
the  creators  continually  added  new
twists.  Whether  the  Daltons  disguise
themselves as women, attempt to use
modern  inventions,  or  follow  a  fake
treasure  map,  each  adventure  feels
fresh. And while Lucky Luke always wins,
the  Daltons’  sheer  persistence—and
their  comedic  resilience—makes  them
oddly  endearing.  Readers  find
themselves rooting for them to almost
succeed,  even though they  know it  is
impossible.

The Daltons’
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Place in the
Lucky Luke

Universe
Beyond being adversaries,  the Daltons
serve as a narrative foil to Lucky Luke’s
calm, competent personality. Lucky Luke
is the embodiment of the Western hero:
brave, courteous, and skilled. He rarely
raises  his  voice  and  even  shows  a
degree of pity toward his enemies. The
Daltons, by contrast, are a chaotic mess
of  greed and stupidity.  Their  presence
allows the comic to explore themes of
law  and  order,  redemption,  and  the
absurdity of criminal ambition in a way
that is never preachy.

Moreover,  the  relationship  between
Lucky Luke and the Daltons  has  a
cyclical  quality.  At  the  end  of  almost
every story, the Daltons are recaptured
and returned to their cell, only to escape
again in the next album. This repetition
is  part  of  the  charm—it  mirrors  the
timeless nature of classic comedy duos
like Tom and Jerry or Looney Tunes. The
reader  knows  the  outcome,  but  the
journey is what counts.

Iconic Storylines
Featuring the
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Daltons
Several albums in the Lucky Luke series
have become classics precisely because
of the Daltons’ exaggerated antics. Here
are a few standout examples:

“The Daltons in the Blizzard” –
A thrilling winter adventure where
the brothers attempt to escape
during a snowstorm, only to get
lost and require Lucky Luke’s help
to survive.
“The Daltons’ Revenge” – After
a particularly humiliating defeat,
Joe Dalton hires a gang of
mercenaries to capture Lucky
Luke, but internal bickering leads
to their downfall.
“Lucky Luke vs. the Daltons”

(also known as “Ma Dalton”) – One
of the most beloved stories
introduces Ma Dalton, the
brothers’ equally criminal but
surprisingly warm mother. She
both aids and exasperates her
sons, adding a new layer to the
family dynamic.

Each album reinforces the idea that the
Daltons are not really villains; they are
pathetic,  lovable  fools.  Ma  Dalton,  in
particular,  shows  that  even  the  most
hardened criminals have a soft spot for
family—though in this  case,  the family
bond just leads to more chaos.



6

6 Lucky Luke And The Daltons 2024-06-04

Beyond the
Comics:
Adaptations and

Global Reach
The popularity of Lucky Luke and the
Daltons  has  spawned  numerous
adaptations.  Beginning  with  animated
television series in the 1980s and 1990s,
the Daltons became even more widely
recognized.  The  cartoon  series  Lucky
Luke  (1992)  and  the  later  The  New
Adventures of  Lucky Luke  brought  the
characters  to  a  new  generation,  with
voice  actors  capturing  the  distinct

personalities  of  each  brother.
In 2007, a French CGI movie titled Lucky
Luke  featured the Daltons prominently,
though it received mixed reviews. More
recently,  a  2D  animated  series  titled
Lucky  Luke  and  the  Daltons  (2020)
aimed at  younger audiences has aired
on  television,  retaining  the  slapstick
humor  while  updating  the  visuals.
Additionally,  several  video  games,
including  Lucky  Luke:  The  Daltons’
Revenge,  have allowed players to step
into the cowboy’s boots.
The Daltons have also appeared in spin-
off  media.  A  short-lived  animated  series
simply called The Daltons (2010) focused
on  the  four  brothers  as  the  main
protagonists,  showing  their  early
criminal careers. While it didn’t achieve
the  same  fame  as  the  original,  it
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demonstrated  the  enduring  appeal  of
these characters.

The Cultural
Impact of the
Rivalry
In  many  ways,  Lucky Luke and the
Daltons have become synonymous with
the  concept  of  the  “lovable  loser”  in
E u r o p e a n  c o m i c s .  T h e i r
catchphrases—particularly  Joe’s  furious
“I’ll get you, Lucky Luke!”—are instantly
recognizable to millions of readers. The
Daltons have been referenced in other
media,  from  commercials  to  political
cartoons,  as  symbols  of  bumbling

incompetence.
Moreover,  the series has been praised
for its gentle satire of American Western
mythology.  By  poking  fun  at  the
archetype of the ruthless outlaw, Morris
and  Goscinny  created  a  world  where
crime is not glamorous—it is ridiculous.
The  Daltons  embody  this  ridicule
perfectly.  They  never  learn  from their
mistakes,  yet  they  never  truly  suffer.
Their constant failure is a kind of eternal
pun ishment ,  and  Lucky  Luke ’s
unflappable  patience  is  both  admirable
and  itself  a  little  absurd.

Why This



8

8 Lucky Luke And The Daltons 2024-06-04

Partnership
Works
At its core, the success of Lucky Luke
and the Daltons lies in contrast. Lucky
Luke  is  the  straight  man,  the  rational
hero who speaks in  a calm drawl  and
always gets his man. The Daltons are the
chaotic, irrational foils who provide the
humor. Their dynamic is a masterclass in
comic  timing:  every  panel  is  carefully
arranged  to  maximize  the  punchline,
whether it is a visual gag (Averell getting
stuck in a door) or a verbal one (Joe’s
constant yelling).
The  series  also  benefits  from  its
timelessness. While the comics were set
in  the  19th  century,  the  jokes  and

situations remain relevant. The Daltons’
greed,  laziness,  and  foolishness  are
universal human traits that never go out
of style. Lucky Luke’s dedication to law
and order, even when dealing with such
hopeless  criminals,  offers  a  reassuring
moral  compass  without  being  heavy-
handed.

Conclusion
For  fans  of  comic  strips,  westerns,  or
simply joyful storytelling, there are few
pairings as entertaining as Lucky Luke
and  the  Daltons .  The  lonesome
cowboy and his four bumbling nemeses
have  provided  laughter  and  adventure
for decades, crossing language barriers
and generations. Whether in the original
albums,  animated  series,  or  video
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games,  the  formula  remains  effective:
Lucky Luke wins, the Daltons lose, and
everyone  has  a  wonderful  time.  Their

rivalry is  a testament to the power of
humor  in  storytelling—a reminder  that
even in the Wild West, the best gun is a
clever joke.


