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A TAIL-WAGGING TRIBUTE:
UNWRAPPING THE 12 DOGS OF
CHRISTMAS SONG

The  ho l iday  season  is  a  t ime  of
cherished traditions, from the twinkling
l ights  on  the  tree  to  the  famil iar
melodies  that  fill  the  air.  Among  the
carols, hymns, and pop hits, there is one
festive tune that has captured the hearts
of dog lovers everywhere: the 12 Dogs
Of Christmas Song. This playful parody
takes the classic "12 Days of Christmas"
and  gives  i t  a  canine  makeover,
replacing  lords-a-leaping  and  maids-a-
milking  with  bounding,  barking,  and
adorable  dog  breeds.  But  this  song is
more than just a novelty; it is a cultural
phenomenon  that  speaks  to  the  deep
bond between humans  and  their  four-
legged  friends.  In  this  comprehensive
guide, we will explore the origins of this
beloved  carol,  break  down  the  dog
breeds featured in popular versions, and
examine  why  this  joyful  tune  has
become a holiday staple for families with
furry members.

The Origins of
the 12 Dogs of
Christmas Song
The 12 Dogs Of Christmas Song did
not  appear  out  of  thin  air.  Like  many
great  parodies,  it  evolved  from  the

enduring  popularity  of  the  original
English  folk  song,  "The  12  Days  of
Christmas," which dates back to the 18th
century.  While  the  original  song  is  a
cumulative  memory  game  listing
extravagant  gifts,  the  canine  version
likely emerged in the late 20th century
as a creative expression of the growing
pet culture in  America and the United
Kingdom. One of the earliest and most
famous  renditions  is  attributed  to
children's author and songwriter Emma
Kragen,  who  published  a  book  and  a
corresponding song titled The 12 Dogs of
Christmas. Another popular version was
performed by the country duo Big & Rich
for the album All I Want for Christmas Is
a  Real  Good  Tan  in  2009.  The  song
quickly gained traction on radio stations,
streaming platforms, and in households
where  dogs  are  considered  family.  Its
genius lies in its simplicity: by swapping
out  inanimate  objects  for  lovable
animals,  the  song  becomes  instantly
relatable to millions of pet owners who
view their dogs as the greatest gifts of
all.

The Traditional
Version vs. The
Dog Lover’s
Version
To  fully  appreciate  the  12  Dogs  Of
Christmas Song, it helps to understand
the  structure  of  the  original.  The
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traditional  "12  Days  of  Christmas"
features a true love giving increasingly
elaborate  presents,  including  eight
maids  a-milking,  nine  ladies  dancing,
and  ten  lords  a-leaping.  The  canine
parody  retains  the  same  repetitive,
cumulative structure—making it easy to
sing  along—but  replaces  these  human
and  agricultural  gifts  with  specific  dog
breeds. Instead of imagining a pear tree
with  a  single  partridge,  you  picture  a
schnauzer or a poodle perched among
the  branches.  The  humor  and  warmth
come  from  visualizing  these  energetic
animals  engaged  in  typical  dog
behaviors:  leaping,  panting,  lounging,
and howling. This version transforms the
song  from a  historical  curiosity  into  a
modern,  interactive  sing-along  that
children and adults can enjoy equally. It
a lso  opens  the  door  for  endless
variations,  as  different  artists  and
authors  have  created  their  own breed
lists,  ranging  from  the  most  popular
family dogs to rare and exotic breeds.

A Breed-by-
Breed Guide: The
12 Dogs in the
Song
While there are several versions of the
12 Dogs Of Christmas Song,  one of
the most widely recognized lists includes
a  delightful  mix  of  purebreds  and
popular crosses. Below, we break down
each  day’s  g i f t  and  explore  the
characteristics of the featured dogs. This
guide not only helps you sing along but
also gives you a deeper appreciation for
the breeds chosen.

12 GREAT DANES A-LEAPING

The  song  reaches  its  grand  finale  with
twelve  Great  Danes.  This  is  a  fitting
conclusion  because  the  Great  Dane  is
known for  its  massive size and gentle
spirit. Known as the "Apollo of dogs," the
Great  Dane  possesses  a  powerful,
athletic build that makes the image of
t w e l v e  o f  t h e m  l e a p i n g  q u i t e
spectacular.  In  reality,  these  dogs  are
often  described  as  gentle  giants,  but
they do require plenty of space to run
and  play.  Ending  the  song  with  this
breed provides a visual punch and a nod
to the grandeur of the season.

11 PUGS A-PANTING

Pugs  are  famous  for  their  squished
faces,  expressive  eyes,  and  distinctive
respiratory  sounds.  The  phrase  "a-
panting" is perfectly descriptive of this
brachycephalic  breed.  Pugs are  loving,
p l a y f u l ,  a n d  t h r i v e  o n  h u m a n
companionship. Including eleven of them
creates a comical image of a room full of
snorting,  wheezing,  and  tail-curled
companions,  reminding  us  that
sometimes the most  joyful  sounds are
the ones our pets make when they are
excited.

10 LABRADORS A-LOUNGING

Labrador  Retrievers  are  consistently
ranked as one of the most popular dog
breeds  in  the  world.  Known  for  their
friendly, outgoing, and active nature, the
image  of  ten  Labradors  lounging  is
slightly ironic, as they are typically high-
energy dogs. However, this line captures
the  essence  of  a  Labrador  at  rest—a
loyal,  cuddly companion who is always
ready  for  a  nap  after  a  long  day  of
fetching. Labradors represent the heart
of the family dog.
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9 BEAGLES A-BAYING

Beagles are hounds, and their signature
vocalization  is  a  melodious  bay  rather
than a  simple  bark.  The 12 Dogs Of
Christmas  Song  cleverly  uses  "a-
baying" to mirror the original song's "a-
drumming"  or  "a-piping."  Nine  beagles
howling together would create a chorus
that is both musical and unmistakable.
Beagles  are  curious,  merry,  and  great
with  children,  making  them  a  festive
addition to the list.

8 BOXERS A-BOUNCING

Boxers  are  known  for  their  playful,
energetic,  and  sometimes  goofy
personalities.  The word "a-bouncing" is
almost synonymous with this breed, as
they  are  famous  for  the  "Boxer
bounce"—a  joyful  hop  they  perform
when  greeting  their  owners.  Eight
Boxers  bouncing  around  the  house
would be a whirlwind of fun and chaos,
perfectly capturing the spirit of holiday
excitement.

7 SETTERS A-SITTING

This  line  is  a  clever  play  on  words.
Setters  (such  as  the  English  Setter  or
Irish Setter) are hunting dogs known for
their ability to "set" or point at game. In
the  song,  they  are  described  as  "a-
sitting,"  which  humorously  highlights
their calm, steady demeanor when not in
the  field.  Setters  are  elegant,  friendly,
and make wonderful family pets, and the
visual of seven of them sitting obediently
offers  a  moment  of  relative  stillness  in
the  cumulative  chaos.

6 SPANIELS A-SPLASHING

Spaniels,  whether  Cocker  Spaniels  or
Springer Spaniels, are water-loving dogs.
The phrase "a-splashing" is a natural fit,

as  these  dogs  were  originally  bred  to
flush  game  out  of  dense  brush  and
retrieve  waterfowl.  Six  spaniels
splashing  in  a  pond  or  a  puddle  is  a
heartwarming image that brings to mind
outdoor adventure and the simple joys of
play. This line adds a sensory element to
the  song,  allowing  listeners  to  almost
hear the water.

5 GOLDEN RETRIEVERS

At the halfway point, the song gives us
five  Golden  Retrievers—no  action  verb
needed. The Golden Retriever is perhaps
the quintessential family dog: intelligent,
friendly,  and  devoted.  This  line  is  a
crowd-pleaser because nearly everyone
has  a  positive  association  with  this
breed.  Five  Goldens  would  mean  an
abundance of wagging tails, soft fur, and
unconditional  love.  It  is  a  warm  and
fuzzy moment in the song.

4 CORGIS A-CUDDLING

Pembroke  Welsh  Corgis  and  Cardigan
Welsh Corgis have taken the internet by
storm in recent years, and their inclusion
in the 12 Dogs Of Christmas Song is a
nod  to  their  popularity.  "A-cuddling"
perfectly  describes  their  affectionate
nature. With their short legs, fluffy coats,
and expressive faces, Corgis are natural
cuddle  bugs.  Four  of  them  snuggled
together is the epitome of cozy holiday
comfort.

3 FRENCH BULLDOGS

French Bulldogs are currently one of the
most  popular  breeds  in  many  urban
areas.  Known  for  their  bat-like  ears,
c o m p a c t  s i z e ,  a n d  e a s y g o i n g
temperament,  they  are  excellent
apartment dogs. Three French Bulldogs
in the song adds a touch of modern style
and charm. They are playful, alert, and
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incredibly  loyal ,  making  them  a
delightful gift in this canine collection.

2 SCHNAUZERS

The second day brings two Schnauzers.
Whether  Miniature,  Standard,  or  Giant,
Schnauzers  are  known  for  their
distinctive  bearded  snouts  and  wiry
coats. They are intelligent, spirited, and
often described as having a human-like
personality.  Two Schnauzers suggest  a
pair  of  watchful  companions,  always
ready for  a walk or  a game. This  line
pays  homage  to  a  breed  that  i s
sometimes  overlooked  but  deeply
cherished  by  its  owners.

1 POODLE IN A PEAR TREE

The song begins with "a Poodle in a pear
tree," a direct parody of the partridge.
Poodles  are  highly  intelligent,  elegant,
and versatile dogs. They come in three
sizes (Standard, Miniature, and Toy), and
their iconic haircuts make them instantly
recognizable.  Starting  the  song with  a
poodle sets a sophisticated yet playful
tone.  It  also challenges the stereotype
that poodles are fussy; in reality,  they
are  athletic  and  eager  to  please.  The
image of a poodle perched in a tree is
whimsical  and  sets  the  stage  for  the
joyful absurdity to come.

Why the 12 Dogs
of Christmas

Song Resonates
with Dog Lovers
The  success  o f  the  12  Dogs  Of
Christmas Song goes beyond its catchy
tune.  It  resonates because it  validates
the  central  role  that  pets  play  in  our
lives. For many people, dogs are not just
animals;  they  are  family  members,
confidants,  and sources of  unconditional
love.  During the holidays,  when stress
can  be  high  and  family  dynamics
complex,  dogs  provide  a  grounding
presence.  This  song  celebrates  that
bond. It transforms the abstract concept
of  "gift-giving" into something tangible
and living. Instead of receiving a drum or
a  s w a n ,  t h e  s i n g e r  r e c e i v e s
companionship,  loyalty,  and  tail  wags.
Furthermore, the song is inclusive. You
do not need to own a purebred dog to
enjoy  it.  The  breeds  mentioned  are
varied enough that most dog lovers can
find a favorite. The cumulative structure
also makes it a fantastic educational tool
for  children,  helping them learn  breed
names and characteristics while singing.

The Song’s Role
in Promoting Pet
Adoption During
the Holidays


