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INTRODUCTION TO
THE WORLD OF
PERCY JACKSON

One of the most
beloved series in
modern young adult
literature, the Percy
Jackson universe has
captivated millions of
readers with its clever
blend of Greek
mythology, modern
adventure, and
relatable teenage
heroes. Whether you
are a newcomer
looking to start your
journey or a longtime
fan wanting to re-read
the books in the
correct sequence,

knowing The Percy
Jackson Series In
Order is essential for
following the
overarching story arc.
Created by author Rick
Riordan, this expansive
mythology saga spans
multiple series, stand-
alone novels, and
companion books. This
article will guide you
through every book,
from the original Percy
Jackson and the
Olympians to the latest
releases, while
providing helpful
insights into the best
reading order and what
makes each
installment special.

The world of demigods,
monsters, and


https://www.strongadvocates.com/

prophecies begins with
a single lightning bolt
and a twelve-year-old
boy who discovers he
is the son of Poseidon.
Over the course of five
core series and
numerous side stories,
Riordan builds a rich
tapestry that rewards
readers who go
through the books in
the intended order.
Below, we break down
every major book in
the Percy Jackson
universe, explaining
where each fits and
why the sequence
matters.

THE ORIGINAL
SERIES: PERCY
JACKSON & THE
OLYMPIANS

This is where it all
began. The first series
introduces Percy
Jackson, his friends
Annabeth Chase and
Grover Underwood,
and the world of Camp

Half-Blood. The five
books follow a grand
prophecy: “You shall
go west, and face the
god who has turned.”
Each novel builds on
the last, culminating in
a war against the Titan
lord Kronos. Here is
The Percy Jackson
Series In Order for
the original saga:

1. The Lightning
Thief (2005) -
Percy learns he is
a demigod,
battles the
Minotaur, and
sets out to
retrieve Zeus's
stolen master
bolt.

2. The Sea of
Monsters
(2006) - Percy
and friends
travel to the Sea
of Monsters (the
Bermuda
Triangle) to save
Camp
Half-Blood’s
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magical tree and
recover the
Golden Fleece.

. The Titan’s
Curse (2007) -
The hunt for the
lost goddess
Artemis leads to
a confrontation
with the Titan
Atlas, and a
shocking
sacrifice changes
everything.

. The Battle of
the Labyrinth
(2008) - The
heroes navigate
the
ever-changing
Labyrinth to stop
the Titan army
from invading
Camp Half-Blood.
. The Last
Olympian
(2009) - The final
battle for Mount
Olympus takes
place in
Manhattan, and
Percy must make

a heartbreaking
choice to save

the world.
Reading these five
books in order is

crucial because each
story’s events directly
impact the next.
Character relationships
grow, prophecies
unfold, and major
twists rely on prior
knowledge. For anyone
asking “What is The
Percy Jackson Series
In Order start to
finish?”, this quintet is
the undisputed
beginning.

THE SECOND
SERIES: THE
HEROES OF
OLYMPUS

After the original
series, Riordan
expanded the universe
to include Roman
demigods. The Heroes
of Olympus is a direct
sequel that introduces




new
protagonists—Jason,
Piper, Leo, Hazel,
Frank, and
others—while also
bringing back Percy
and Annabeth. The
series follows the
prophecy of seven
demigods who must
work together to
defeat the primordial
goddess Gaea. The
correct order is:

1. The Lost Hero
(2010) - Jason
wakes up with no
memory, and a
new quest begins
to rescue Hera
from the giants.

2. The Son of
Neptune (2011)
- Percy
reappears at
Camp Jupiter, a
Roman demigod
camp, and must
free the god
Thanatos.

3. The Mark of
Athena (2012) -

Annabeth leads
the quest to find
the Athena
Parthenos, while
the Romans and
Greeks finally
clash.

. The House of

Hades (2013) -
Percy and
Annabeth fall
into Tartarus,
and the other
heroes must
close the Doors
of Death.

. The Blood of

Olympus (2014)
- The Seven
unite to defeat
Gaea and the
giants in the final
confrontation.

These books
should be read
directly after The
Last Olympian.
They contain
major spoilers for
the original
series, so never
jump into Heroes
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of Olympus first.
This series also
introduces
Roman
mythology and
the concept of
legacies,
enriching the
overall reading
experience.

Where
Do The
Side
Stories
Fit?

Riordan also
published several
short story
collections and
companion

novels that
expand the world
between the
main series. The
most notable are

The Demigod
Files (2009, set
after the original
series) and The
Demigod Diaries
(2012, set during

Heroes of
Olympus). For
maximum

continuity, read
The Demigod
Files after The
Last Olympian,
and The
Demigod Diaries
after The Mark of
Athena. These
are optional but
add depth to
character

backstories.

THE THIRD
SERIES: THE
TRIALS OF
APOLLO

Once The Blood
of Olympus
concludes, the
story continues
with a new
protagonist: the




god Apollo, who
is cast down to
Earth as a mortal
teenager named
Lester
Papadopoulos.
This five-book
series deals with
Apollo’s
redemption and
the last vestiges
of ancient
prophecy. The
Percy Jackson
Series In Order
for this trilogy is:

1. The
Hidden
Oracle
(2016) -
Apollo
arrives in
New York,
meets Meg
McCaffrey,
and must
reclaim the
Oracle of
Delphi
from a
mysterious
emperor.

2. The Dark

Prophecy
(2017) -
Apollo and
his friends
travel to
Indianapoli
s to rescue
a captured
demigod
and face
the
emperor
Commodus

. The

Burning
Maze
(2018) - A
trip to the
Labyrinth
and the
death of a
major
character
shakes the
entire
team.

. The

Tyrant’s
Tomb
(2019) -
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Apollo
travels to
Camp
Jupiter to
fight the
undead
army of
Caligula.

5. The
Tower of
Nero
(2020) -
The final
showdown
against the
evil
emperors
and the
last
prophecy
of the
Oracle.

This series
directly follows
the events of
Heroes of
Olympus and
features many
returning

characters. It is
essential to read
the previous two

series before
starting Trials of
Apollo to fully
appreciate the
emotional stakes
and callbacks.

THE FOURTH
SERIES: THE
SUN AND THE
STAR (A NICO
DI ANGELO
ADVENTURE)

In 2023, Rick
Riordan co-wrote
The Sun and
the Star with
Mark Oshiro. This
novel is a direct
sequel to The
Tower of Nero
and focuses on
Nico di Angelo
and Will Solace
as they journey
into Tartarus to
rescue a lost
friend. While it is
the twenty-first
book in the
overall Percy




Jackson
chronology, it is
a stand-alone
story that
expands the
mythology.
Because it deals
with events after
The Trials of
Apollo, readers
should finish that
series first. It is
listed as “A Nico
di Angelo
Adventure” and
is not part of a
longer
series—yet.

RELATED
SERIES AND
CROSSOVER
BOOKS

Rick Riordan also
wrote two other
mythology series
that interconnect
with Percy
Jackson’s world,
though they
feature different
protagonists. To

keep the main
timeline clear,
here is where
they fit:

e The Kane
Chronicle
s (Egyptian
mythology,
3 books) -
These
stories
occur
simultaneo
usly with
the Heroes
of Olympus
timeline.
The
crossover
story The
Son of
Sobek
(found in
Demigods
&
Magicians)
shows
Percy
meeting
Carter and
Sadie
Kane. Read
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this after
The Mark
of Athena
for the best
chronologic
al flow.
Magnus
Chase
and the
Gods of
Asgard
(Norse
mythology,
3 books) -
Magnus is
Annabeth’s
cousin.
This series
takes place
after the
Heroes of
Olympus
and around
the time of
Trials of
Apollo. The
reading
order is
flexible,
but most
fans read it
after The

Blood of
Olympus
and before
The Hidden
Oracle. The
crossover
story 9
from the
Nine
Worlds can
be enjoyed
at any
point after
the first
Magnus
Chase
book.
If you want the
complete
chronological
experience,
incorporate
these series in
the order
suggested
above. However,
they are not
required to
understand the
main Percy
Jackson plot.



COMPLETE
CHRONOLOGI
CAL READING
ORDER

For readers who
want to
experience

everything in the
recommended
sequence, here is
the full Percy
Jackson Series
In Order
including all
major books and
key short stories:

1. Percy
Jackson &
the
Olympians
(books
1-5)

2. The
Demigod
Files (short
stories,
after book
5)

3. Heroes of
Olympus
(books

1-5)

. The

Demigod
Diaries
(after Mark
of Athena)

. Kane

Chronicles
(crossover
stories
optional,
after
House of
Hades)

. Magnus

Chase
(books 1-3,
before
Trials of
Apollo)

. Trials of

Apollo
(books
1-5)

. The Sun

and the
Star (after
Tower of
Nero)

. Any

subsequen
t
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stand-alon
es or
graphic
novels
(e.q., Percy
Jackson &
the
Olympians:
The
Ultimate
Guide)
This order
ensures you
never encounter
spoilers and that
character
development
flows naturally.
Many readers
who skip series
often miss key
emotional
payoffs—for
instance, the
reunion of Percy
and Annabeth in
The Son of
Neptune means
far more if you
have read The
Last Olympian.

11

WHY THE
READING
ORDER

MATTERS

Each series in
Rick Riordan’s
universe builds
upon previous
events. Percy
Jackson and the
Olympians
establishes the
demigod world,
the
Roman-Greek
conflict, and the
character of
Percy. Heroes of
Olympus
introduces
Roman
mythology and
expands the
cast. Without
reading the first
series, the
Roman camp and
the Seven's
guest lack
context.
Similarly, Trials
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of Apollo directly
resolves threads
from Heroes of
Olympus,
especially
concerning the
emperor Caligula
and the fate of
certain gods.
Even the
standalone The
Sun and the Star
deals with
trauma that Nico
experienced in
House of Hades.
Therefore, for the
richest
experience,
always stick to
The Percy
Jackson Series
In Order as
presented by
Riordan himself.

One common
mistake is
starting with The
Lost Hero
because it
features new
characters.

However, that
book contains
major spoilers for
The Last
Olympian.
Readers who do
that often feel
confused by the
rapid
introduction of
Jason and the
Roman world.
Always begin
with The
Lightning Thief.

FINAL
THOUGHTS
AND WHAT'S
NEXT

The Percy
Jackson universe
continues to
grow. A new
adaptation on
Disney+ has
revived interest,
and Riordan has
hinted at more
books set in this
world. As of
2025, there is
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Percy Jackson
and the
Olympians: The
Chalice of the
Gods (2023),
which is a canon
novel set after
The Heroes of
Olympus but
before Trials of
Apollo. This new
book is meant to
be a bridge
story, and it
should be read
after The Blood
of Olympus.
Additionally,
Wrath of the
Triple Goddess
(2024) continues
Percy’s
college-era
adventures.
These new
releases fit
between series
and enrich the

13

timeline.

In conclusion,
diving into the
world of
demigods is a
journey best
taken step by
step. By
following The
Percy Jackson
Series In Order
from the very
first lightning
thief to the latest
celestial

prophecies, you
will experience
the full emotional
depth, clever
humor, and
mythological
wonder that has
made these
books a global
phenomenon.
Whether you are
a first-time
reader or



