Adobe Dreamweaver User Guide 1

Adobe Dreamweaver

User Guide

Adobe Downloaded from

Dreamweaver www.strongadvocates.com
User Guide by Demarcus & Tristian

INTRODUCTION

Adobe Dreamweaver
has long been a
cornerstone of
professional web
design and
development, offering
a powerful blend of
visual design tools and
a robust code editor.
Whether you are a
beginner taking your
first steps into building
websites or an
experienced developer
looking to streamline
your workflow, the
Adobe Dreamweaver
User Guide is your
definitive companion.
This guide covers

every aspect of the
software, from setting
up your first project to
mastering advanced
features like
responsive design and
server management. In
this comprehensive
article, we will walk
through the most
critical sections of the
user guide, providing
you with the
knowledge to harness
Dreamweaver’s full
potential. By the end,
you will understand
how to navigate the
interface, leverage its
core features, and
adopt best practices
for efficient, modern
web development.
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DREAMWEAVER

System
Requirem
ents and
Installatio
n

Before diving into the
features, it is essential
to ensure your system
meets the
requirements for
running Dreamweaver
smoothly. The Adobe
Dreamweaver User
Guide clearly outlines
the minimum and
recommended

specifications for both
Windows and macOS.
You will need a
multicore processor, at
least 8GB of RAM

(16GB recoBETANNEE)STARTED
WITH ADOBENd 2

dedicated
graphics card for
optimal performance,
especially when
working with complex
layouts or live
previews. Installation is
straightforward

through the Creative
Cloud desktop app.
Once installed, you can
sign in with your Adobe
ID and start your free
trial or activate your
subscription. The user
guide also provides
troubleshooting tips for
common installation
issues, such as
permission errors or
conflicting software.

Understa
nding the
Interface

The Dreamweaver
interface may seem
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overwhelming at first,
but the user guide
breaks it down into
manageable

components. The main
workspace consists of
the Document window
(where you design and
edit), the Insert panel
(for adding elements
like images, tables,
and widgets), and the
Properties inspector
(for adjusting selected
objects). A key feature
is the ability to switch
between Design
View, Code View, and
Split View. Design
View shows a live
rendering of your page,
ideal for wvisual
adjustments, while
Code View gives you
full control over HTML,
CSS, and JavaScript.
Split View displays
both simultaneously,
perfect for those who
want to see changes in
real time while writing
code. The user guide

recommends

customizing your
workspace by
rearranging panels,
saving layouts, and
using the Workspace
Switcher to quickly

transition between
“Designer,”
“Developer,” and

“Compact” presets.

Setting
Up Your
First
Project

Creating a new project
in Dreamweaver is
simple. The user guide
advises starting by

defining a site — a
local folder that stores
your web files and

mimics the server
structure. Go to Site >
New Site and provide
a site name, local



folder path, and
optionally, a remote
server  configuration.
This step is crucial
because it enables
features like link
management, FTP
connectivity, and file
synchronization. Once
your site is defined,
you can create your
first HTML page by
selecting File > New,
then choosing a blank
page or one of many
built-in starter
templates. The user
guide emphasizes the
importance of naming
files with lowercase
and no spaces to avoid
server compatibility
issues.

CORE FEATURES IN
THE USER GUIDE

Visual

and Code
Views

One of Dreamweaver’s
greatest strengths is
its dual nature as both
a visual editor and a
code editor. The
Adobe Dreamweaver
User Guide dedicates
extensive sections to
each view. In Design
View, you can drag and
drop elements, resize
them visually, and
immediately see how
your layout responds.
However, the guide
warns against over-
reliance on visual
editing; learning to
hand-code HTML and
CSS gives you finer
control and better
understanding. Code
View, on the other

hand, offers syntax
highlighting, line
numbering, and

automatic indentation.
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The real power lies in
the Live View mode,
which renders your
page like a full
browser, including
JavaScript interactions.
The wuser guide
explains how to toggle
between views, use the
Code Navigator to
jump to CSS rules, and
employ the “Inspect”
mode to highlight
elements on the page.

CSS
Designer
and
Styling

Modern web design
demands clean,
manageable CSS.
Dreamweaver’'s CSS
Designer panel is a
visual tool that
eliminates the need to
write style rules from

scratch. The user guide
provides a step-by-step
walkthrough: open the
panel by going to
Window > CSS
Designer. From here,
you can create new
CSS files, define
selectors, and apply
properties like colors,
fonts, margins, and
backgrounds. The
panel uses a source-
based workflow — you
attach external style
sheets, then manage
rules within them. One
highlight is the Visual
Media Queries
section, which shows
breakpoints for
responsive design
directly on the page.
The guide advises
beginners to start with

a mobile-first
approach, using the
“Property” bar to

quickly adjust font
sizes, padding, and
borders without
memorizing every CSS



attribute.

Responsi
ve Design
with
Bootstrap
Integratio
N

Dreamweaver was one
of the first web editors
to incorporate built-in
Bootstrap support. The
user guide dedicates a
whole chapter to

navigation bar, and
responsive utilities.
The guide walks you
through customizing
the grid — changing
the number of
columns, adjusting
gutter widths, and
using classes like col -
sm-6 and col-1g-4.
Additionally, the
Multiscreen Preview
feature lets you test
your page
simultaneously on
desktop, tablet, and
mobile mockups. For
advanced users, the
user guide covers
overriding Bootstrap’s
default styles using
custom CSS and

responsive design, integrating JavaScript
explaining how to plugins like modals and
create fluid layouts carousels without
that adapt to different preaking the
screen sizes. You can  framework.

start a new project

using the Bootstrap WORKING WITH
starter template, which CODE IN

gives you a pre- DREAMWEAVER
structured grid,
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Syntax
Highlighti
ng and
Code
Hints

Writing code efficiently
is a core skill, and
Dreamweaver’s code
editor is packed with
productivity features.
The Adobe
Dreamweaver User
Guide details how
syntax highlighting
distinguishes HTML
tags, attributes, values,
CSS properties, and
JavaScript functions in
different colors,
reducing errors. The
Code Hints feature
automatically suggests
valid tags, attribute
names, and values as
you type. For example,

when you type <, a
dropdown shows all
available HTML
elements; selecting
one adds the closing
tag automatically. The
user guide also
explains how to enable
Emmet (Zen Coding)
abbreviations, which
let you write ul>11i*5
and expand it into a
full unordered list with
five items. You can
configure these hints in
Edit > Preferences >
Code Hints to adjust
the delay and the
types of hints shown.

Live View
and
Browser
Preview

Testing your work is
essential, and
Dreamweaver  offers



multiple ways to
preview your pages.
The Live View is a
built-in browser-like
engine based on
WebKit (the same as
Safari). It refreshes in
real time as you edit
code, showing CSS
animations, JavaScript
interactions, and even

some server-side
includes. The wuser
guide recommends

using Live View for
quick visual feedback
during development.
For a full-featured
preview, you can use
the Preview in
Browser option
(accessible via the
globe icon), which
opens the page in your
default browser or any
installed browser of
your choice. The guide
also covers using the

you can deploy a live
test server directly
from Dreamweaver if
you have PHP or ASP
support, enabling you
to test dynamic
content before going
live.

Using
Snippets
and
Libraries

For repetitive code
patterns,
Dreamweaver’s
Snippets panel is a
huge time-saver. The
user guide explains
how to <create,
organize, and insert
reusable code blocks.
Snippets can range

Remote Preview from a simple HTML
feature for sites structure (like a
already uploaded to a responsive image with
server. Importantly, caption) to complex
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JavaScript functions.
You can create a
snippet by selecting
code in Code View,
right-clicking, and
choosing Create New
Snippet. Assign it a
name, a category, and
optional insertion point
(e.g., wrap selection or
insert as block). The
Library tool is similar
but focuses on entire
pages or components
— for example, a
consistent header or
footer that you reuse
across multiple pages.
The guide warns that
Library items are
linked; editing one
updates all instances.
To avoid breaking
links, use the Library
only for static content.

ADVANCED
WORKFLOWS

FTP and
Remote
Server
Managem
ent

Publishing a website
requires transferring
files to a remote
server. The Adobe
Dreamweaver User
Guide provides
comprehensive

instructions for
configuring FTP, SFTP,
and FTPS connections.
In the Site Setup
dialog, under the
“Servers” section, you
add a new server by
entering the hostname,
username, password,
and root directory. The
guide advises using the
“Test” button to verify
the connection before



proceeding. Once
configured, you can
manage files using the
Files panel — drag and
drop files between
local and remote
views, sync directories,
and use the Check
In/Check Out system
for team collaboration.
This feature prevents
multiple editors from
overwriting each
other’s work. The guide
also covers advanced
options like passive

FTP  mode, firewall
proxies, and using SSH
keys for secure
transfers.

Version
Control
with Git
For modern
development teams,

version control is non-
negotiable.

10

Dreamweaver

integrates with Git,
allowing vyou to
commit, branch, pull,
and push changes
directly from the
interface. The user
guide explains how to
initialize a Git
repository in your site
root (or connect to an
existing remote
repository like GitHub).
You can access Git
commands through the
Source Control panel
(Window > Source
Control). The guide
walks you through
staging changed files,
writing commit
messages, and viewing
your commit history.
Branch management is
also covered, including
merging and resolving
conflicts. While
Dreamweaver’'s Git
implementation is not
as feature-rich as
dedicated tools like
GitKraken, it s
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sufficient  for  solo
projects or small teams
who prefer staying
within the editor. The
user guide
recommends keeping
your terminal open for
complex operations
like rebasing or
interactive staging.

Extendin

g
Dreamwe

aver with
Extension
S

Adobe Dreamweaver
supports a wide range
of extensions that add
functionality, from new
insert panels to code
validators. The Adobe
Dreamweaver User

11

Guide explains how to
browse and install
extensions via the
Creative Cloud
Marketplace or
directly from third-
party developers.
Popular extensions
include: “Brackets
Integration” for live
preview, “CSS3
Generator” for creating
rounded corners and
gradients, and “SEO
Toolset” for meta tag
analysis. The guide
also covers building
custom extensions
using HTML, CSS, and
JavaScript through the
ExtendScript API.
However, it cautions
that extensions written
for older versions may
not be compatible with
the latest
Dreamweaver releases.
Always check the
compatibility notes and
read user reviews
before installing.



TIPS FOR
MAXIMIZING THE
ADOBE
DREAMWEAVER
USER GUIDE

Using
Adobe
Help
Center
and
Communi
ty Forums

The official Adobe
Help Center is an
excellent resource for

immediate answers to
specific questions. The
user guide itself is
available as a
searchable PDF and as
online help pages. But
the community forums
are equally valuable —
thousands of web
designers and
developers share
solutions to common
problems, from weird
CSS rendering issues to
FTP timeouts. The
guide encourages
users to bookmark the
Dreamweaver forum
and to search before
posting, as many
questions have already
been answered.
Additionally, Adobe’s
User Voice platform
allows you to suggest
new features
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