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INTRODUCTION: CHOOSING THE
RIGHT PATH FOR ENDING YOUR
MARRIAGE IN OHIO

Deciding  to  end  a  marriage  is  never
easy,  but  understanding  the  legal
pathways  available  can  make  the
process smoother and less stressful. In
Ohio, couples who agree on key terms
have  a  streamlined  option  known  as
dissolution  of  marriage.  Unlike  a
contested  divorce,  a  dissolution  is  a
cooperative process where both spouses
work  together  to  reach  a  mutual
agreement.  This  article  provides  a
comprehensive  guide  on  how  to  file
dissolution  of  marriage  in  Ohio,
covering  eligibility,  paperwork,  costs,
and  step-by-step  procedures.  Whether
you are considering this option or simply
exploring  your  choices,  this  guide  will
help  you  navigate  the  process  with
confidence and clarity.

WHAT IS A DISSOLUTION OF
MARRIAGE IN OHIO?

A dissolution of marriage, often referred
to as an uncontested divorce, is a legal
process  where  both  spouses  agree  to
end their marriage and have resolved all
relevant  issues,  including  property
division, spousal support, child custody,
and  parenting  time.  Unlike  a  divorce,
which can be filed by one spouse even if
the  other  disagrees,  a  dissolution

requires  mutual  consent  and  a  signed
separation  agreement.  The  process  is
generally faster, less expensive, and less
adversarial  than  a  contested  divorce,
making it an attractive option for couples
who can communicate and cooperate.
In Ohio, dissolutions are handled by the
Domestic Relations Court in the county
where either spouse resides. The legal
requirements  and  procedures  are
governed  by  the  Ohio  Revised  Code,
specifically  sections  3105.61  through
3105.73. Understanding these statutes is
essential  when  learning  how  to  file
dissolution  of  marriage  in  Ohio
correctly.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR
FILING A DISSOLUTION IN OHIO

Before  you begin  the  filing  process,  you
must ensure that you and your spouse
meet the eligibility criteria set by Ohio
l a w .  T h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e
straightforward  but  must  be  strictly
followed:

Residency: At least one spouse
must have been a resident of Ohio
for a minimum of six months
immediately before filing the
dissolution.
Mutual Agreement: Both
spouses must agree to dissolve
the marriage. This is the
fundamental difference between
dissolution and divorce.
Written Separation
Agreement: You and your spouse
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must create a written agreement
that outlines how you will handle
all marital issues, including
property division, debts, spousal
support, and, if applicable, child
custody and support.
No Minor Children (Optional):
While not a requirement, having
minor children does not prevent
you from filing a dissolution.
However, additional steps are
required to address parenting
plans and child support.
Voluntariness: Both parties must
enter the agreement voluntarily,
without coercion or duress.

Meeting  these  requirements  is  the  first
crucial  step  in  understanding  how to
file  dissolution  of  marriage  in  Ohio
successfully.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE: HOW TO
FILE DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
IN OHIO

Step 1: Draft a
Separation
Agreement
The  separation  agreement  is  the
cornerstone  of  your  dissolution.  This
legally  binding  document  must  detail
every aspect of your marital settlement.
It should include:

Division of real estate and
personal property
Assignment of debts and liabilities
Spousal support (alimony) terms, if
any
Health insurance and life
insurance provisions
Tax filing status and exemptions

If you have children, a
comprehensive parenting plan,
child support calculations, and
healthcare coverage for the
children

While  you  can  draft  the  agreement
yourselves, it is highly recommended to
have an attorney review it to ensure it
meets legal standards and protects your
interests.  Many  couples  find  that
mediation  helps  them  reach  a  fair
agreement without the cost of full legal
representation.

Step 2: Complete
the Required
Court Forms
Once  your  separation  agreement  is
ready, you need to gather the necessary
court  forms.  The  required  documents
typically include:

Petition for Dissolution of
Marriage (Form 1): This official
document asks the court to
dissolve your marriage and
approve your separation
agreement.
Separation Agreement: The
written agreement you drafted in
Step 1.
Waiver of Service: Both spouses
sign this to confirm they have
received the petition and agree to
waive formal service of process.
Judgment Entry for Dissolution
of Marriage: The proposed court
order that the judge will sign to
finalize the dissolution.
Financial Disclosure Affidavit:
Each spouse must complete this
form, disclosing their income,
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assets, debts, and expenses. This
ensures the court that the
separation agreement is fair and
equitable.
Child Support Computation
Worksheet (if applicable): This is
required if you have minor
children, to show that child
support is calculated according to
Ohio's guidelines.
Parenting Plan (if applicable): A
detailed schedule of parenting
time and responsibilities.

Most  Ohio  counties  have  these  forms
available  on  their  Domestic  Relations
Court websites. You can download them
or obtain physical copies from the court
clerk's  office.  The  specific  forms  and
procedures may vary slightly by county,
so  always  check  your  local  court's
requirements.

Step 3: File the
Petition and Pay
the Filing Fee
With your forms completed and signed,
the next step in how to file dissolution
of marriage in Ohio is to file them with
the  appropriate  court.  You  must  file  in
the  county  where  you  or  your  spouse
resides.  Visit  the  Domestic  Relations
Court  clerk's  office  and  submit  the
following:

The original Petition for Dissolution
of Marriage
The signed Separation Agreement
The Waiver of Service
The Financial Disclosure Affidavits
from both spouses
Any required child-related
documents

The proposed Judgment Entry

You  will  also  need  to  pay  the  filing  fee.
As of 2025, the fee is generally between
$200  and  $400,  depending  on  the
county. If you cannot afford the fee, you
may  request  a  fee  waiver  by  filing  an
affidavit  of  indigency.  The  clerk  will
stamp  your  documents  with  a  case
number and assign you a court date and
time.

Step 4: Attend
the Final Court
Hearing
After  filing,  the  court  will  schedule  a
hearing, typically within 30 to 60 days.
This hearing is usually brief and informal,
especially if you have no minor children.
Both  spouses  must  attend.  During the
hearing, the judge will:

Ask you both basic questions to
confirm your identities and that
you are entering the dissolution
voluntarily.
Verify that you understand the
terms of the separation
agreement.
Ensure that the agreement is fair
and not unconscionable.
If you have children, the judge will
review the parenting plan and
child support calculations to
ensure they meet the best
interests of the child.

If the judge approves, they will sign the
Judgment  Entry,  and  your  marriage  is
officially  dissolved.  You  will  receive  a
certified  copy  of  the  judgment  for  your
records. This step marks the completion
of  the  process  for  how  to  file



4

4 How To File Dissolution Of Marriage In Ohio 2023-04-19

dissolution  of  marriage  in  Ohio.

COSTS AND TIMELINE: WHAT TO
EXPECT

One of the main reasons couples choose
dissolution over divorce is the reduced
cost  and faster  timeline.  Here is  what
you can generally expect:

Costs
Filing Fee: $200 to $400,
depending on the county.
Attorney Fees: If you hire a
lawyer to review or draft your
agreement, fees can range from
$500 to $2,000 per spouse. Many
couples use a single attorney to
draft the agreement, but the
attorney cannot represent both of
you. Instead, one spouse hires the
attorney, and the other reviews
the agreement independently.
Mediation: If you use a mediator,
expect to pay between $100 and
$300 per hour, often split between
spouses.
Additional Costs: Certified
copies, notary fees, and service
fees (if applicable) are usually
minimal.

Timeline
Preparation: Drafting the
separation agreement and
gathering forms can take a few
weeks to a couple of months,
depending on how quickly you and
your spouse reach agreement.
Filing to Hearing: Most courts
schedule the hearing within 30 to
60 days after filing.
Total Time: From start to finish,

an uncontested dissolution
typically takes 6 to 12 weeks. This
is significantly faster than a
contested divorce, which can take
six months to over a year.

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS
WHEN FILING A DISSOLUTION IN
OHIO

While  dissolution  is  generally  simpler
than divorce, there are several important
factors  to  keep  in  mind  to  avoid
complications:

Disclosure Is
Essential
Ohio  law  requires  full  and  honest
financial  disclosure.  Both  spouses  must
complete  Financial  Disclosure  Affidavits,
and the information must be accurate.
Concealing assets or income can lead to
the  court  rejecting  your  agreement  or
even legal penalties.

The Agreement
Must Be Final
Once  the  judge  approves  your
separation  agreement,  it  becomes  a
legally  binding  contract.  You  cannot
modify  it  later  except  by  mutual
agreement  and  court  approval .
Therefore, it is crucial to think carefully
about every term before signing.

If You Have
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Children
Ohio courts prioritize the best interests
of the child. Your parenting plan must be
detailed  and  realistic.  The  court  will
review  child  support  calculations  to
ensure  they  comply  w i th  s ta te
guidelines.  Even if  you  both  agree  on
support, the judge has the authority to
adjust  i t  i f  i t  does  not  meet  the
guidelines.

Consider Legal
Advice
While  you  can  file  a  dissolution  without
an attorney, it is often wise to at least
consult  with  one.  An  attorney  can
identify  potential  issues  in  your
separation  agreement,  ensure  your
rights are protected, and help you avoid
future  disputes.  If  you  have  significant
assets,  a  business,  or  complex  financial
situations,  legal  advice  is  strongly
recommended.

Both Spouses
Must Attend the
Hearing
If  one  spouse  fails  to  appear  at  the
hearing, the court cannot proceed with
the  dissolution.  The  case  may  be
dismissed, and you would need to start
over. Make sure both of you mark the
date on your calendars.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID
WHEN FILING A DISSOLUTION IN

OHIO

Even well-intentioned couples can make
errors  that  delay  or  complicate  the
process.  Here  are  common  pitfalls  to
avoid  when  learning  how  to  file
dissolution  of  marriage  in  Ohio:

Rushing the Separation
Agreement: Vague or incomplete
terms can lead to disagreements
later. Be specific about who gets
what and who pays what debts.
Ignoring Retirement Accounts:
Pensions, 401(k)s, and IRAs are
marital property if acquired during
the marriage. Your agreement
must address how these will be
divided, often requiring a Qualified
Domestic Relations Order (QDRO).
Overlooking Tax Implications:
Spousal support, property
transfers, and tax filing status can
have significant tax consequences.
Consult a tax professional if
needed.
Using Outdated Forms: Court
forms are updated periodically.
Always download the most current
versions from your county court
website.
Not Having a Contingency
Plan: If your spouse changes their
mind or becomes uncooperative,
your dissolution cannot proceed.
You may then need to file for
divorce instead. While rare, it is
wise to be prepared.

WHEN DISSOLUTION IS NOT THE
RIGHT OPTION

While  dissolution  works  well  for  many
couples,  it  is  not  suitable  for  every
situation.  You  should  consider  divorce
instead if:
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Your spouse does not agree to end
the marriage.
You cannot agree on key terms,
even with mediation.
There is a history of domestic
violence, abuse, or intimidation.
You suspect your spouse is hiding
assets or providing false financial
information.
One spouse is unwilling to
participate in the process openly
and honestly.

In these cases, a contested divorce may
be necessary to protect your rights and
interests.  An  attorney  can  help  you
evaluate  your  options  and  choose  the
best path forward.

CONCLUSION: MOVING FORWARD
WITH CONFIDENCE

Filing a dissolution of marriage in Ohio
offers  a  respectful,  efficient,  and  cost-
effective way to end your marriage when
both  spouses  are  in  agreement.  By
understanding  the  steps  involved,
preparing thorough documentation, and
maintaining  open  communication  with
your  spouse,  you  can  navigate  the
process with minimal stress. Remember
that while dissolution is designed to be
cooperative, it is still a legal proceeding
with  permanent  consequences.  Taking
the time to  get  it  right,  seeking legal
guidance  when  needed,  and  fully
understanding your agreement will help
you  move  forward  on  solid  ground.
Whether you are in the early stages of
discussion or ready to file, this guide has
provided  you  with  the  essential
knowledge


