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AND GAZETTEER

Alaska  is  a  land  of
staggering  scale  and
raw  beauty—a  place
where the road system
barely  scratches  the
surface  and  where
backcountry  travel
d e m a n d s  c a r e f u l
preparation.  Whether
you  are  planning  a
summer road trip along
the Denali  Highway, a
hunting  expedition  in
the  remote  Brooks
Range, or simply want

to  understand  the
g e o g r a p h y  o f
Amer ica’s  largest
state ,  the  Alaska
Atlas and Gazetteer
is  the  most  trusted
companion  you  can
bring. Unlike a generic
foldable road map, this
f u l l - c o l o r ,
t o p o g r a p h i c a l l y
detailed atlas provides
an unparalleled level of
detail  that  transforms
complex terrain into a
navigable  reality.  In
this  article,  we’ll  dive
deep into what makes
this  atlas  essential,
h o w  t o  u s e  i t
effectively,  and  why  it
r ema ins  t he  go ld
standard for explorers,
hunters,  anglers,  and
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anyone  who  ventures
into  A laska’s  wi ld
spaces.

What Is
the
Alaska
Atlas and
Gazetteer
?
The Alaska Atlas and
Gazetteer  is  a spiral-
bound book of detailed
topographic  maps
covering  the  entire
state.  Published  by
D e L o r m e  ( n o w  a
division  of  Garmin),
this  atlas  is  part  of  a
well-known series  that
covers  every  U.S .
state.  However,  the
A l a s k a  e d i t i o n  i s
unique because of the

s h e e r  s i z e  a n d
complex i ty  o f  the
reg ion .  The  a t l as
contains over 100 map
pages  at  a  scale  of
1 : 3 0 0 , 0 0 0
(approximately  1  inch
=  4.7  miles),  which
offers  a  level  of  detail
that  is  ideal  for  both
highway travel and off-
road exploration.
Each  page  includes
contour lines, elevation
shading,  rivers,  lakes,
glaciers,  and  a  vast
network  of  roads  and
trai ls—from  major
highways  to  gravel
mining roads and four-
wheel-drive  tracks.
Additionally,  the  atlas
identifies  public  lands
such as national parks,
state  parks,  wildlife
refuges,  and  native
corporation lands.  The
“gazetteer”  section  in
t h e  b a c k  i s  a n
alphabetical  index  of
thousands  of  place
names ,  inc lud ing
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communities, mountain
peaks,  rivers,  lakes,
and points of interest.
This index includes grid
coordinates  that  allow
you  to  quickly  locate
any  feature  on  the
correct  map  page.

Key
Features
and
Benefits
Why spend money on a
dedicated  atlas  when
you  have  GPS  and
smartphone apps? The
answer  l ies  in  the
unique  demands  of
Alaskan  travel.  Here
a r e  t h e  s t a n d o u t
features of  the Alaska
Atlas  and  Gazetteer
t h a t  m a k e  i t
indispensable:

Topographic

Detail: Contour
lines at 200-foot
intervals help
you visualize
mountains,
valleys, and
slopes. This is
crucial for hiking,
hunting, and
backcountry
skiing where
terrain
awareness is a
safety issue.
Land
Ownership and
Management:
Maps show
boundaries for
federal, state,
local, and private
lands, including
Native
corporation
lands. Knowing
who manages
the land can
affect access,
hunting
regulations, and
camping
permissions.
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Recreation
Data: The atlas
highlights
campgrounds,
public-use
cabins, boat
launches, trails,
and wildlife
viewing areas. It
also notes
hunting zones,
fishing streams,
and other
recreation points.
Roads and
Trails: Every
named road,
from the Parks
Highway to
obscure mining
roads, is
displayed.
Seasonal roads
and
unmaintained
tracks are
labeled, helping
you avoid
surprises.
Universal Grid
System: Each
map page

features
latitude/longitud
e grid lines as
well as UTM grid
ticks, making it
easy to plot GPS
coordinates
directly onto the
paper map.
Durability: The
spiral binding lies
flat on your
dashboard or
table, and the
paper is thick
enough to
withstand rain
and rough
handling if you
take care.
Offline
Reliability: No
batteries, no cell
signal, no
satellite
subscription—jus
t ink and paper.
In a state where
a dead phone or
GPS can be life-
threatening, a
physical map is
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your ultimate
backup.

How to
Use the
Atlas for
Trip
Planning
Successful  Alaskan
travel  begins  long
before you hit the road.
The  atlas  is  the  ideal
t o o l  f o r  p r e - t r i p
planning  and  on-the-
ground  navigation.
Here’s how to get the
most out of it:

PRE‑TRIP ROUTE
RESEARCH

Start  by  opening  the
atlas  to  the  overview
map  (page  1)  to  see
t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .
Identify the region you

plan to visit. Then turn
to  the  appropriate
detailed  map  pages.
L o o k  f o r  p r i m a r y
h i g h w a y s  a n d
secondary  routes.  Pay
attention to “seasonal”
o r  “ u n p a v e d ”
labels—many  roads  in
A l a s k a  a r e  n o t
maintained in winter or
are  impassable  after
rain. Use the gazetteer
to  find  specific  lakes,
rivers,  or  peaks  you
want  to  v i s i t .  Fo r
example, if you intend
to fish the Kenai  River,
note the access points,
nearby  campgrounds,
and  land  ownership
along  the  banks.

ON‑THE‑ROAD
NAVIGATION

When driving,  use the
atlas  as  a  companion
to  your  GPS.  Paper
maps give you a bigger
picture  than  a  small
screen.  They  show
alternate  routes,  fuel
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stops,  and  emergency
services that might not
appear  on  a  digital
device.  Mark  your
r o u t e  w i t h  a
highlighter,  and  note
where you can turn off
for a scenic detour. In
remote  areas  where
roads  are  not  signed,
the atlas  helps  confirm
you are on the correct
track.

BACKCOUNTRY AND
OFF‑TRAIL USE

For  hikers,  hunters,
and pilots, the atlas is
even more critical. The
contour lines allow you
to  identify  drainage
patterns,  ridges,  and
possible crossings. For
example,  if  you see a
river  with  multiple
braided  channels,  you
know the crossing can
be  hazardous.  The
atlas  also  indicates
publ ic -use  cabins
maintained by the U.S.
Forest Service or State

Parks, which can serve
a s  s h e l t e r  o r
waypoints.  Always
carry  a  compass  and
know how to orient the
m a p — t h e  a t l a s
includes  a  declination
diagram for each page.

EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS

In  an  emergency,  a
paper  map  remains
r e l i a b l e  w h e n
electronics  fail.  You
can  p rov ide  you r
location to search and
rescue  by  referencing
a grid coordinate or a
nearby lake name. The
atlas’s  inclusion  of
local airstrips, helipads,
and  hosp i ta ls  i s  a
v a l u a b l e  s a f e t y
f e a t u r e .  M a n y
experienced  Alaskans
keep an atlas  in  their
vehicle or backpack at
all times.
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Comparis
on with
Other
Maps and
Digital

Tools
GPS units, smartphone
apps like Gaia GPS or
Google  Maps,  and
aviation  charts  are  all
useful,  but  none  fully
replace  the  Alaska
Atlas and Gazetteer.
Here’s  how  it  stacks
up:

vs. Digital
Maps on a
Phone:
Smartphones
drain batteries
quickly in cold
weather and lose
signal in vast

areas. The atlas
is always “on”
and never
crashes. It covers
the entire state
in one volume,
whereas digital
maps often
require
downloading tiles
ahead of time,
which can be
huge for Alaska.
vs. GPS Units:
A dedicated GPS
like a Garmin
inReach offers
tracking and
SOS, but its
screen is small
and the map
detail is limited
unless you buy
expensive
microSD cards.
The atlas
provides a
panoramic view
and more land-
use information.
Many
backcountry
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users carry both:
a GPS for
coordinates and
a paper map for
context.
vs. USGS
Topographic
Quads: USGS
quads (1:63,360
scale) offer even
more detail, but
they come
individually—doz
ens of sheets
would be needed
for a large trip.
The atlas
compresses the
entire state into
a manageable
book, sacrificing
some detail for
convenience.
However, for
most travelers,
the atlas’s scale
is appropriate.
vs. Road
Atlases from
Other Brands:
There are no
other

comprehensive
paper atlases for
Alaska that
match the
DeLorme
product. Some
gas station maps
cover only major
highways; none
include the depth
of backcountry
information.

Where to
Buy and
Editions
The  current  edition  is
the Alaska Atlas and
Gaze t tee r ,  2nd
E d i t i o n  ( o f t e n
reprinted  with  minor
updates).  It  retails  for
around $25–30 and can
be  purchased  from
major  online  retailers,
from Garmin’s website,
a n d  f r o m  l o c a l
b o o k s t o r e s  a n d
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o u t d o o r  s h o p s  i n
Alaska.  Many  Alaska
v i s i t o r s  b u y  i t  i n
advance  online  and
have it shipped. If you
are  flying  into
A n c h o r a g e  o r
Fairbanks, you can find
it  at  REI ,  Barnes  &
Noble,  or  local  map
stores. There is also a
d i g i t a l  v e r s i o n
available  for  some
Garmin  GPS  devices
and  for  the  Garmin
Explore  app,  though
the  paper  vers ion
remains  the  most
popular because of its
reliability.
Given  that  Alaska’s
roads and trails change
s l o w l y ,  t h e  a t l a s
retains  its  value  for
many years.  However,
if you plan a trip to an
area  with  new mining
or logging roads, check
if  any  updates  have
b e e n  p o s t e d  o n
community  forums.
Generally,  the atlas  is

considered  accurate
enough for recreational
use.

Real-
World
Applicatio
ns and
Testimoni
als
To understand why the
a t l as  i s  so  h igh ly
regarded, consider how
different  users  rely  on
it:

Road Trippers:
Families driving
the Seward
Highway use the
atlas to find
pullouts,
viewpoints, and
hikes along the
way. The map
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shows lodging
and fuel stops
that may not be
advertised
online.
Hunters: Moose
and caribou
hunters use the
atlas to identify
state hunting
zones, public
access points,
and the
boundaries of
federal lands
where hunting
regulations
differ. The land
ownership
overlay is crucial
for avoiding
trespassing on
Native
corporation
lands.
Fishermen:
Anglers look for
streams with
public fishing
easements, boat
launches, and
river mile

markers. The
atlas often notes
major salmon
runs and fishing
hotspots.
Bush Pilots:
Pilots use the
atlas to identify
lakes suitable for
floatplane
landings, note
terrain
clearance, and
locate remote
airstrips. The
1:300,000 scale
is similar to
sectional charts,
and many pilots
keep a copy in
the cockpit for
reference.
Wilderness
Guides:
Professional
guides and
outfitters use the
atlas to plan
multi-day
backpacking
trips. They mark
campsites, water
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sources, and
emergency
evacuation
routes. The
durability of the
spiral binding
allows them to
fold the book
open to a single
page for hours of
study.

A  typical  comment
f r o m  a n  A l a s k a n
o u t d o o r s m a n :  “ I
wouldn’t  dr ive  the
D a l t o n  H i g h w a y
without  my  DeLorme

atlas.  It’s  saved  me
more than once when
my  GPS  died  in  the
c o l d .  T h e  l a n d
ownersh ip  in fo  i s
invaluable for avoiding
fines or conflicts.”

Conclusio
n
The Alaska Atlas and
Gazetteer is far more
than just a map—it’s a
key  that  unlocks  the
vast


