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INTRODUCTION:
BRINGING YOUR
CROCHET PONY TO
LIFE WITH
BEAUTIFUL EYES

When  you  finish
crocheting  a  pony,
w h e t h e r  i t ' s  a
whimsical  amigurumi
for  a  child,  a  realistic
model  for  a  collector,
or  a  playful  keychain,
the  final  touch  that
truly  defines  its
character  is  the  eyes.
Learning  how  to
crochet pony eyes is
a  critical  skill  for  any
fiber  artist.  The  eyes
are the windows to the
s o u l ,  a n d  f o r  a

handmade  pony,  they
c o n v e y  e m o t i o n ,
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a n d
charm.  A  well-crafted
eye  can  transform  a
simple ball of yarn into
a lovable creature with
a story to tell.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we will  explore
multiple  methods  for
creating  crochet  pony
eyes.  Whether  you
prefer  using  safety
eyes  for  a  quick  finish,
e m b r o i d e r i n g
expressive eye shapes,
or crocheting the eyes
d i rect ly  in to  your
project,  you'll  find
detailed  instructions
and expert tips. We will
a lso  cover  s iz ing,
p lacement ,  co lo r
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selection,  and  safety
considerations for toys
intended  for  young
children. By the end of
this  article,  you  will
have all the knowledge
needed  to  add  the
perfect  gaze  to  your
crochet ponies, making
t h e m  t r u l y
unforgettable.

MATERIALS YOU
WILL NEED FOR
CROCHETING PONY
EYES

Before  diving  into  the
techniques,  gather
your  supplies.  Having
the  r ight  tools  wil l
make  the  process
smoother  and  your
r e s u l t s  m o r e
professional.

Yarn: Use the
same weight as
your project,
typically worsted
weight or DK. For
embroidered
eyes, choose a

smooth, non-split
yarn like cotton
or acrylic.
Contrasting
colors (white,
black, and a
color for the iris)
are essential.
Crochet hook:
A hook size
appropriate for
your yarn. Often
a smaller hook
than
recommended
for the yarn
weight helps
create tight
stitches that
won't show
stuffing.
Safety eyes
(optional):
Available in
various sizes and
colors. Ensure
they are lead-
free and comply
with safety
standards,
especially for
children's toys.
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Yarn needle
(tapestry
needle): For
sewing on
embroidered
eyes or attaching
safety eyes.
Stitch markers:
Helpful for
keeping track of
rounds when
crocheting eyes
separately.
Polyester
fiberfill or
cotton stuffing:
For crocheted
eye shapes if you
choose a 3D
design.
Black
embroidery
floss or thin
yarn: For adding
eyelashes,
eyebrows, or a
twinkle highlight.
Scissors and a
measuring
tape: For
trimming yarn
and checking eye

size against your
pony's head.

UNDERSTANDING
PONY EYE
ANATOMY AND
EXPRESSIONS

Realistic pony eyes are
almond-shaped, with a
large  dark  pupi l ,  a
colored  ir is  (often
brown, blue, or green),
and  a  smal l  wh i te
highlight  for  a  lively
look.  In  crochet,  we
simplify these features
w h i l e  r e t a i n i n g
expressiveness.  The
placement of the eyes
significantly affects the
pony's mood: eyes set
close together suggest
a  f o c u s e d  o r
d e t e r m i n e d
expression;  eyes  set
wide  apart  convey
innocence  or  surprise.
The  angle  of  the  eye
(slightly  tilted  up  or
down)  also  changes
the  emotion.  As  you
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learn how to crochet
pony  eyes,  consider
the character you want
to create.

METHOD 1: USING
SAFETY EYES FOR
A QUICK AND
CONSISTENT LOOK

Choosing
the Right
Safety
Eyes
Safety eyes are plastic
or  glass  eyes  with  a
s tem  that  pushes
through the fabric and
a washer that secures
them on the inside. For
a  pony,  select  oval-
shaped  eyes  rather
than  round  ones,  as
oval  better  mimics
equine anatomy. Sizes
range  from 6  mm for
small amigurumi to 18

mm for  larger  ponies.
Always  test  the  size
against  your  crochet
head before making a
final decision.

Step-by-
Step
Guide to
Attaching
Safety
Eyes

Mark the1.
placement:
Before inserting
the eyes, use
stitch markers or
pins to mark
where you want
the eyes.
Typically, they sit
between rounds
4 and 6 from the
top of the head,
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with a gap of 4–6
stitches between
them. Use a ruler
to ensure
symmetry.
Insert the2.
eyes: Push the
stem of the
safety eye
through the
crocheted fabric
from the outside
to the inside.
Ensure the eye is
facing the
correct direction
(the flat back
should be inside
the head).
Secure with3.
washers: On the
inside of the
head, press the
washer firmly
onto the stem
until it clicks into
place. Double-
check that the
eye is straight
and at the
desired angle.
Add safety eye4.

backings
(optional): For
extra security,
some crafters
add a small felt
circle behind the
washer to
prevent the eye
from pulling
through the
stitches.
Embroider5.
eyelids: Use a
yarn needle and
matching yarn to
sew a curved line
above the eye to
create an eyelid.
This gives the
pony a more
natural
expression. Use
black or dark
brown yarn for a
subtle lid line.

Pros and
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Cons of
Safety

Eyes
Pros: Quick,
uniform,
machine-
washable (if
properly
secured), and
available in
many colors.
Cons: Not
recommended
for children
under three
years old due to
choking hazard.
Some crafters
prefer a
handmade look.

METHOD 2:
EMBROIDERING
EYES FOR A
SEAMLESS, SAFE
FINISH

Embroidered  eyes  are

the  safest  option  for
baby  toys  and  are
c o m p l e t e l y
customizable.  They
involve  stitching  the
eye shape directly onto
the  crochet  fabr ic
u s i n g  y a r n  o r
embroidery  floss.  This
method  requires  a
steady hand but yields
incredibly  charming
results.

Basic
Embroide
red Eye
Techniqu
e

Outline the eye1.
shape: Using a
contrasting
colored yarn (like
dark brown or
black), stitch an
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almond shape.
Start from the
inside corner and
work your way
around. Use
small, even satin
stitches to fill in
the shape.
Add the iris:2.
Inside the black
outline, use a
lighter color
(brown, blue,
green) to create
a smaller circle
or oval. Leave a
small black area
for the pupil. You
can also use a
French knot for
the pupil.
Create the3.
highlight: With
white yarn, add a
tiny stitch near
the top of the iris
to simulate a
sparkle. This
breathe life into
the eye.
Define the4.
eyelid: Using

the same black
yarn, stitch a
curved line
above the eye. A
thicker line gives
a sleepy or
dramatic
expression, while
a thin line looks
alert.

Tips for
Professio
nal-
Looking
Embroide
red Eyes

Use a sharp yarn
needle to avoid
splitting the
crochet stitches.
Work from the
inside of the
head outwards if
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possible; you can
hide knots inside
the stuffing.
Practice on a
swatch before
stitching onto
your actual pony.
For symmetrical
eyes, count the
number of
stitches and rows
between the two
eyes to ensure
identical
placement.

METHOD 3:
CROCHETING EYES
SEPARATELY AND
ATTACHING THEM

If  you  want  a  three-
dimensional,  sculpted
look,  crocheting  the
eyes  as  sepa ra te
pieces and then sewing
them on is an excellent
technique. This method
is  particularly  popular
for realistic or stylized
ponies where the eyes
protrude slightly.

Pattern
for a
Simple
Crochete
d Eye
(Worked
in
Rounds)
Materials:  Worsted
weight  yarn  in  white,
black,  and  one  ir is
color;  3.5 mm crochet
hook;  yarn  needle;
s m a l l  a m o u n t  o f
stuffing.

Round 1: With
white yarn, make
a magic ring,
chain 1, work 6
single crochet
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(sc) into ring. Slip
stitch to join,
chain 1. (6
stitches)
Round 2:
Increase in each
stitch around (12
sc). Fasten off
white, join iris
color.
Round 3: Sc in
next 2 stitches,
increase in next
stitch, repeat
around (16 sc).
Slip stitch to join,
fasten off,
leaving a long
tail for sewing.

Now  create  a  smaller
circle  for  the  pupil:
with black yarn, make
a magic ring with 6 sc.
Fasten  off,  leaving  a
tai l .  Sew  the  black
pupil  centered  on  the
white/iris piece. Add a
tiny white stitch for the
highlight.  Stuff the  eye
lightly  (or  not  at  all)
and  sew  it  onto  the
pony's head using the

long  tail.  Repeat  for
t h e  s e c o n d  e y e ,
ensuring symmetry.

Customizi
ng Size
and
Shape
To make the eye more
elongated  like  a  real
pony,  work  an  extra
round of  increases  on
only  two  sides.  For
example,  after  Round
2, work 4 sc, increase,
4 sc, increase to create
an  oval  instead  of  a
circle. Experiment with
different  stitch  counts
and  colors  to  match
your pony's breed.

ADVANCED
TECHNIQUES:
ADDING
EYELASHES,
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EYEBROWS, AND
EXPRESSIONS

Once the basic eye is
in  place,  small  details
can  dramatically  alter
the pony's personality.

Eyelashes
Use a single strand of
black  embroidery  floss
or  fine  yarn.  Thread
your needle and come
up  jus t  be low  the
upper edge of the eye.
Make  a  long  st i tch
outward  and  slightly
downward, then return
to  the  base.  Repeat
3–5 times for a fluttery
lash  line.  For  a  more
subtle look, use a dark
brown yarn and shorter
stitches.

Eyebrows
Eyebrows  are  often
overlooked  but  are
p o w e r f u l  f o r
expression.  A  steep,

angled  brow  gives  an
angry  or  determined
look;  a  rounded  brow
suggests  surprise  or
worry. Using the same
color as the mane or a
darker  shade,  stitch a
short  line  above  each
e y e .  K e e p  t h e m
symmetric.

Cheek
Blush and
Other
Enhance
ments
While  not  strictly  part
of  the eyes,  adding a
small  pink  or  peach
embroidered  circle  (or
needle-felted blush) on
the  cheeks  can  make
the  pony's  face  look
even  more  animated
a n d  c u t e .  T h i s
complements the eyes
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beautifully.

SIZING AND
PLACEMENT GUIDE
FOR PONY EYES

Correct  proportion  is
key  to  a  believable
crochet pony. Here is a
general guide based on
head  size  (measured
across the widest part
of the head):

Small pony
(head 3–4
inches): Use 6–9
mm safety eyes
or embroidered
eyes covering
3–4 stitches
wide.
Medium pony
(head 5–7
inches): Use
10–14 mm safety
eyes or
crocheted eyes
covering 5–6
stitches wide.
Large pony
(head 8+
inches): Use

16–18 mm safety
eyes or custom
crocheted eyes
up to 1 inch
across.

Placement:  The  eyes
are typically positioned
on the head about one-
third of the way down
f rom  the  top .  The
space  between  the
eyes should equal the
width  of  one  eye  (or
slightly  less).  Use  a
measuring  tape  and
pins  to  check  before
finalizing.

SAFETY
CONSIDERATIONS
FOR CHILDREN'S
TOYS

If your crochet pony is
intended for a baby or
toddler,  embroidered
or crocheted eyes are
the  safest  choice.
Safety  eyes,  even
w h e n  l a b e l e d  a s
"safety," can be pulled
off  by  a  determined
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child  if  not  properly
secured.  Always  sew
e y e s  w i t h  e x t r a
reinforcement:  t ie
knots  and  weave  in
ends  multiple  times.
Additionally, use a yarn
that  is  colorfast  and
non-toxic.  When  in
doubt,  embroider  the
eyes directly.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON
PROBLEMS

Uneven
Eyes
Use  stitch  markers  to
c o u n t  r o w s  a n d
stitches  between  the
two  eyes.  If  one  eye
ends  up  higher  than
the  other,  you  can
adjust by adding a row
of  slip  stitches  below
the lower eye to raise
it  slightly,  or  by  re-
embroidering it.

Eyes That
Look
Lifeless
A d d  a  t i n y  w h i t e
highlight stitch. Even a
single  straight  stitch
can make the eye look
glossy  and  awake.
Also, ensure the eyelid
l i ne  i s  d i s t i nc t ;  a
blurred line can make
the pony look tired.

Gaps
Around
Attached
Eyes
W h e n  s e w i n g  o n
crocheted eyes,  use a
whip stitch or mattress
stitch and pull tight but
not  distorting.  If  gaps
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remain, use a bit of felt behind the eye or


