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WHERE IS KRAKATOA ON A WORLD MAP? UNRAVELING THE LOCATION OF
HISTORY’S MOST INFAMOUS VOLCANO

When you hear the name “Krakatoa,” images of a cataclysmic explosion, massive tsunamis, and a
world-shaking eruption often come to mind. This legendary volcano, responsible for one of the most
violent geological events in recorded history, is not a mythical place but a very real and remote
island nestled in Southeast Asia. For many, the immediate question is: Where is Krakatoa on a
world map? Finding it requires a glance at the busy waterways of Indonesia, a nation of thousands
of islands. The location is not just a dot on a map; it is a window into the immense tectonic forces
that shape our planet and a reminder of nature’s raw, destructive power. This article will take you on
a geographical journey to pinpoint Krakatoa, explain its historical significance, and discuss why this
small cluster of islands remains one of the most studied and visited volcanic sites on Earth.

The Exact Geographical Coordinates of
Krakatoa
To answer the question of where is Krakatoa on a world map with precision, one must look at its
coordinates.  The  main  group  of  islands  that  make  up  the  Krakatoa  Archipelago  is  centered
approximately  at  6.1°  South  latitude  and  105.4°  East  longitude.  This  places  it  firmly  in  the
southern hemisphere, just a few degrees south of the Equator. If you are examining a physical or
political world map, you will find Krakatoa anchored in the middle of the Sunda Strait, a narrow body
of water that separates two of Indonesia’s largest islands: Java to the east and Sumatra to the west.
This  strait  is  a  critical  shipping channel,  connecting the Indian Ocean with the Java Sea and,
ultimately, the Pacific Ocean. The location is so strategic that any major volcanic activity here has
immediate implications for navigation, climate, and regional safety.

Locating Krakatoa in the Indonesian

Archipelago
For those unfamiliar with Indonesian geography, the simplest way to find Krakatoa on a world map is
to first identify the sprawling chain of islands that forms the country of Indonesia. Look for the long,
curving island of  Sumatra,  which runs northwest to southeast.  Then,  just  to its  southeast,  find the
island of Java, where Indonesia’s capital, Jakarta, is located. The Sunda Strait is the narrow corridor
between these two large islands. Krakatoa sits almost exactly in the center of this strait. It is not a
single island but a volcanic caldera complex consisting of several smaller islands: Rakata, Sertung,
Panjang,  and the  younger,  active  cone known as  Anak Krakatau  (“Child  of  Krakatoa”).  This
geological feature is so prominent that it appears as a distinct cluster of land masses on most
detailed regional maps. When you ask, where is Krakatoa on a world map, the answer is always
the same: right in the heart of the Sunda Strait, between Java and Sumatra.

The Tectonic Setting: Why This Location is
So Volatile
Understanding the location of Krakatoa is incomplete without recognizing the powerful geological
forces at play. The Indonesian archipelago sits at the convergence of several massive tectonic
plates. To the south, the Indo-Australian Plate is being subducted (pushed under) beneath the
Eurasian Plate. This subduction zone runs along the southern coast of Java and Sumatra, creating a
string of volcanoes known as the Sunda Arc. Krakatoa is one of the most famous members of this
arc. The intense pressure and heat generated as the oceanic plate descends into the Earth’s mantle
melt rock, creating magma that rises to the surface. This process is why the region is so prone to
powerful eruptions. When you pinpoint where is Krakatoa on a world map, you are essentially
marking a location where two massive pieces of the Earth’s crust are colliding and grinding against
each other. This tectonic instability is the direct reason for the volcano’s explosive history and its
continued activity today.

Historical Context: The 1883 Eruption and
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Its Global Impact
No discussion of Krakatoa’s location would be meaningful without addressing the cataclysmic event
of August 27, 1883. The eruption was one of the deadliest and most powerful volcanic events in
modern history. The explosions were heard as far away as Australia and the island of Rodrigues near
Mauritius, nearly 3,000 miles away. The eruption column reached a height of 80 kilometers (50
miles), and the resulting tsunamis, with waves exceeding 40 meters (130 feet), devastated coastal
communities on Java and Sumatra, killing over 36,000 people. The location of Krakatoa in the
shallow,  narrow Sunda Strait  exacerbated the tsunami  impact.  The force  of  the  blast  was  so
immense that it completely obliterated most of the original volcanic island. Only a remnant crescent-
shaped island, Rakata, survived. The event also caused global climate effects, producing spectacular
sunsets worldwide for years due to the massive amount of volcanic ash and sulfur dioxide injected
into the stratosphere. Understanding where is Krakatoa on a world map helps historians and
scientists reconstruct the scale of this disaster and its far-reaching consequences.

Anak Krakatau: A Volcano Born from
Destruction
After the 1883 explosion, the volcanic caldera collapsed, creating a submarine basin. However, the
magma chamber beneath remained active. By 1927, a new volcanic cone began to emerge from the
sea, exactly in the center of the old caldera. This new island was named Anak Krakatau, meaning
“Child of Krakatoa.” It has been growing steadily ever since, with frequent eruptions that reshape its
topography. Today, when you ask where is Krakatoa on a world map,  you are most likely
referring to the active cone of Anak Krakatau, as the original mountain is gone. This new volcano has
become  a  prime  destination  for  volcanologists  and  adventurous  tourists.  It  is  located  at
approximately 6.10° S, 105.42° E. The island has grown to a height of over 300 meters (984 feet)
and continues to erupt, often sending lava bombs and ash plumes into the air. Its location, isolated
but accessible from the coasts of Java and Sumatra, makes it  a perfect natural  laboratory for
studying volcanic processes.

Navigating to Krakatoa: How to Get There
For travelers who want to see this iconic volcano in person, the question of where is Krakatoa on
a world map becomes a practical one. The most common departure points are the Indonesian
cities of Anyer on the western coast of Java or Bandar Lampung on the southern tip of Sumatra.
From these  ports,  boats  and  ferries  offer  excursions  to  the  volcano,  typically  lasting  one  to  three
days.  The journey across the Sunda Strait  takes roughly one to two hours,  depending on sea
conditions. Once you arrive, visitors can hike up the slopes of Anak Krakatau (with a guide), observe
volcanic activity from a safe distance, and explore the surrounding islands. The entire area is part of

the Ujung Kulon National Park and is a UNESCO World Heritage candidate. The accessibility of the
volcano, given its central location, is a key reason why so many people are fascinated by it. Knowing
precisely where is Krakatoa on a world map is the first step for any aspiring adventurer.

The Strategic Importance of the Sunda
Strait
Beyond  tourism  and  volcanism,  Krakatoa’s  location  carries  enormous  strategic  and  economic
significance. The Sunda Strait is one of the primary shipping routes for vessels traveling between the
Indian  Ocean  and  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Giant  oil  tankers,  container  ships,  and  bulk  carriers  navigate
these waters every day. The presence of an active volcano in the middle of this strait creates a
natural hazard. A major eruption could disrupt global shipping lanes, delay trade, and cause severe
economic repercussions. In addition, the strait’s proximity to major population centers (like Jakarta,
which has over 10 million people)  means that volcanic activity poses a constant threat.  Early
warning systems are in place to monitor seismic activity and sea levels, all centered around the
coordinates we have identified. Thus, the question where is Krakatoa on a world map is not just
a matter of geography; it is a question of global logistics, disaster preparedness, and international
commerce.

Volcanic Monitoring and Scientific
Research
Because of its dangerous history and ongoing activity, Krakatoa is one of the most heavily monitored
volcanoes in the world. The Indonesian Center for Volcanology and Geological Hazard Mitigation
maintains  a  permanent  observation  post  on  the  nearby  island  of  Rakata.  Seismometers,  GPS
stations, gas analyzers, and satellite imagery are used to track any changes in the magma system.
When  scientists  talk  about  the  location  of  Krakatoa,  they  often  refer  to  its  specific  coordinates  to
correlate data with other volcanic events along the Sunda Arc. The volcano has a well-documented
eruption record, making it  an ideal case study for understanding caldera formation, submarine
eruptions,  and  tsunami  generation.  The  answer  to  where is  Krakatoa on a  world  map  is
embedded in every research paper, geological survey, and risk assessment that deals with the
region.

Common Misconceptions About Krakatoa's
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Location
Despite its fame, many people still hold misconceptions about exactly where is Krakatoa on a
world map. Some assume it is a single large island, or that it is located in the Pacific Ocean, away
from Indonesia. Others mistake it for Mount Tambora (famous for its 1815 eruption) or merge it with
other Indonesian volcanoes. It is important to clarify that Krakatoa is not in the Pacific Ocean in the
strict sense; it is in the Indian Ocean, specifically the Sunda Strait. Also, the volcano is not a single
landmass but a small archipelago. Another common error is thinking that the original Krakatoa
island still exists. In reality, the current active cone is Anak Krakatau, which has emerged since
1927.  By reinforcing the correct  coordinates  and regional  context,  we can help  travelers  and
enthusiasts better appreciate the true location of this historic site.

Conclusion: A Geographic Icon in a

Dynamic World
In summary, the answer to where is Krakatoa on a world map is both simple and profound.
Geographically, it lies at approximately 6.1° South, 105.4° East, in the Sunda Strait, Indonesia,
between the islands of Java and Sumatra. But this location is not static; it is a living, breathing
geological entity that has shaped history, influenced global climate, and continues to threaten and
fascinate.  From the catastrophic  1883 eruption  to  the ongoing growth of  Anak Krakatau,  this
volcanic complex remains a testament to the powerful forces beneath our feet. Whether you are a
student, a traveler, or a scientist, knowing the precise location of Krakatoa helps you grasp its
immense significance. As you look at a world map, let the small cluster of islands in the Sunda Strait
remind you of the volatile planet we call home—a planet where a single spot can command respect,
curiosity, and caution.


