
Paul Harvey The Rest Of The Story 1

Paul Harvey The Rest Of The Story

Paul Harvey The Rest Of
The Story

Downloaded from
www.strongadvocates.com

by Norris & Darion

INTRODUCTION: THE VOICE THAT
CAPTIVATED A NATION

For  decades,  American  radio  was
dominated  by  a  single,  unmistakable
voice—a  voice  that  could  command
attention  with  its  rhythmic  cadence,
dramatic  pauses,  and  an  almost
conspiratorial  intimacy.  That  voice
belonged to Paul Harvey Aurandt, better
known  simply  as  Paul  Harvey.  While
millions  tuned  in  daily  for  his  news
broadcasts,  i t  was  his  signature
segment,  Paul  Harvey  The  Rest  Of
The  Story,  that  truly  cemented  his
place in broadcasting history. In an era
before  podcasts,  viral  videos,  and  24-
hour news cycles, Paul Harvey mastered
the art of suspenseful, human-centered
storytelling.  He  took  the  overlooked
footnote, the forgotten biography, or the
misunderstood  event  and  peeled  back
the layers to reveal a surprising, often
heartwarming truth. This article explores
the  man  behind  the  microphone,  the
creation  of  his  iconic  program,  its
enduring structure, and why the magic
of "Paul Harvey The Rest Of The Story"
continues  to  resonate  in  our  modern
world of information overload.

WHO WAS PAUL HARVEY? THE
MAN BEHIND THE MICROPHONE

To understand the phenomenon of Paul
Harvey The Rest Of The Story,  one
must  first  understand  its  creator.  Born
Paul Harvey Aurandt in Tulsa, Oklahoma,

in 1918, Harvey discovered his passion
for  radio  at  a  young age.  His  journey
began at KVOO in Tulsa, where he was
paid to read commercials and clean the
station. This humble beginning laid the
foundation for a career that would span
over  70  years.  Harvey  developed  a
d is t inct ive  s ty le  that  was  both
authoritative  and warm,  blending  hard
news  with  commentary  and  a  deep,
abiding patriotism.
He served in the U.S. Army Air Forces
during World War II, an experience that
deepened  his  connect ion  to  the
American people and their values. After
the  war,  he  moved  to  Chicago  and
eventually landed at ABC Radio. It was
here  that  his  career  truly  took  off.  His
daily programs, "Paul Harvey News and
Comment" and the midday "Paul Harvey
News,"  became  essential  listening  for
millions of Americans. However,  it  was
his  short,  narrative-driven  feature  that
would  become  his  most  beloved  and
enduring work. The key to his success
was his ability to see the extraordinary
within the ordinary, a talent that found
its  perfect  expression in  Paul Harvey
The Rest Of The Story.

THE BIRTH OF "THE REST OF THE
STORY"

The concept for Paul Harvey The Rest
Of The Story  was  deceptively  simple
yet  brilliantly  effective.  It  reportedly
began  in  the  1950s  as  a  casua l
experiment.  Harvey  would  tell  a  story
t h a t  s e e m e d  t o  b e  a b o u t  o n e
subject—perhaps  a  famous  inventor,  a
historical  event,  or  an  everyday
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object—only  to  reveal,  in  the  final
seconds,  that  the subject  was actually
someone or something else entirely. The
twist  was  the  entire  point.  It  was  the
"rest of the story" that the public didn't
know.
Harvey's son, Paul Harvey Jr., played a
crucial role in shaping the segment. He
became a writer  and producer  for  the
show, meticulously researching historical
anecdotes  and  crafting  the  tight,
suspenseful narratives that became the
show's  trademark.  The  segment  was
initially  a  sporadic  feature,  but  its
popularity  grew  so  immense  that  it
became  a  daily  staple.  For  over  50
years, listeners tuned in to hear Harvey's
signature sign-off: "And now you know…
the rest of the story." This simple act of
revelation created a powerful bond with
the  audience,  making  them  feel  as
though they were sharing in a secret.

THE UNIQUE STORYTELLING
FORMAT OF "PAUL HARVEY THE
REST OF THE STORY"

The success of Paul Harvey The Rest
Of  The  Story  was  not  just  in  the
content but in the masterful execution of
its  format.  Each  episode  was  a  tiny
masterpiece of structure and suspense.
The  typical  story  lasted  less  than  five
minutes,  yet  it  contained  al l  the
elements  of  a  classic  narrative:  a
compelling  hook,  rising  action,  a
dramatic  climax,  and  a  satisfying
resolution.
The Hook:  Harvey  would  often  begin
with  a  familiar  figure  or  event,
deliberately leading the listener down a
path of assumption. "A struggling young
man in Ohio…" he might say, making the
audience  think  they  knew  where  the
story was heading.

The Misdirection:  The  middle  of  the
story would provide details that seemed
to  confirm  the  listener's  initial
assumption. This is where Harvey's skill
with  vocal  tone  was  paramount.  He
could make a simple sentence about a
fa rmer  o r  a  shopkeeper  sound
profoundly  important.
The  Reveal:  The  final  moments  were
pure  Harvey  magic.  With  a  dramatic
pause and a shift in his voice, he would
drop  the  bombshell.  The  "struggling
young  man"  was  Thomas  Edison.  The
"failed  businessman"  was  a  young
Abraham  Lincoln.  The  "strange  letter"
was  the  inspiration  for  the  "Star-
Spangled Banner." The twist was always
grounded in fact, making the revelation
both surprising and instructive.

ICONIC EPISODES AND ENDURING
THEMES

Over  its  long  run,  Paul  Harvey  The
Rest Of The Story covered thousands
of  subjects,  but  certain  episodes  have
become legendary.  These stories often
highlighted  themes  of  perseverance,
ingenuity,  faith,  and the  power  of  the
individual.  They  were  fundamentally
optimistic,  reflecting  Harvey's  own
worldview.

The Unknown Soldier: One of
the most moving episodes told the
story of how the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier was chosen,
revealing the profound respect and
ceremony behind the selection
process.
The Pencil and the Eraser: A
seemingly simple story about a
businessman who put an eraser on
a pencil, revealing the inventor as
Hymen Lipman, whose patent was
later ruled invalid. The story was a
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lesson in invention, commerce,
and legal history.
The Horse and the Boy: A
touching narrative about a boy and
a horse that ended with the
revelation that the boy was a
young George Washington,
offering a fresh perspective on the
father of our country.
The Gift of the Magi (Historical
Twist): Harvey often re-
contextualized biblical or historical
events, showing how a small act of
kindness or an obscure decision
changed the course of history.

These stories were not just entertaining;
they  were  educational.  They  taught
history in a way that dry textbooks never
could, making the past feel  immediate
and  personal.  The  show  also  had  a
distinctly  American  flavor,  celebrating
the  spirit  of  innovation,  freedom,  and
perseverance. It reinforced the idea that
every person has a story, and that most
stories  are  far  more  interesting  than
they first appear.

THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF PAUL
HARVEY'S "THE REST OF THE
STORY"

Paul Harvey was a cultural phenomenon.
At the height of his popularity, he was
heard  by  over  24  million  listeners  on
over  1,200  radio  stations.  His  influence
was  so  pervasive  that  he  was  often
referred  to  as  "The  Voice  of  the
American People." The phrase "And now
you  know…  the  rest  of  the  story"
entered the American lexicon, becoming
a shorthand for any reveal that changes
the context of a known fact.
The success of Paul Harvey The Rest
Of The Story demonstrated a powerful
truth  about  the  media  landscape:

audiences crave narrative. In a world of
soundbites  and  headlines,  Harvey
offered  depth.  He  showed  that  there  is
always more to the story, and that the
deepest truths are often hidden in the
details. This craving for narrative is what
drives the modern success of long-form
journalism, documentaries, and narrative
podcasts like "Serial" and "This American
Life."  Harvey  was  a  pioneer  of  this
format,  proving  that  radio,  that  most
intimate  of  media,  was  the  perfect
vehicle for genuine human storytelling.
He  also  left  a  significant  mark  on  the
financial  side  of  radio.  His  legendary
100% commercial  renewal  rate  was  a
testament to his deep connection with
h i s  aud ience ,  who  t rus ted  h i s
endorsements  as  much  as  his  news
commentary.

THE ENDURING LEGACY IN THE
MODERN AGE

Paul Harvey passed away in 2009, but
his  legacy  lives  on.  Paul  Harvey  Jr.
continued to produce Paul Harvey The
Rest Of The Story with new episodes
for several years after his father's death,
ensuring the tradition continued. Today,
the archives of the show are available
online,  and  they  have  found  a  new
audience  on  streaming  platforms,
podcasts,  and  social  media.  A  new
generation of listeners is discovering the
magic of Harvey's voice and the timeless
appeal of his narratives.
Several  factors  contribute  to  this
enduring  relevance.  Firstly,  the  stories
are short and perfectly formed, ideal for
the modern attention span. They offer a
complete, satisfying experience in under
five  minutes.  Secondly,  the  content  is
wholesome and uplifting without  being
saccharine.  In  an age of  cynicism and
information fatigue, these stories offer a
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refreshing  dose  of  hope  and  wonder.
Thirdly, the format is a brilliant lesson in
SEO and content marketing before those
terms  existed.  The  headline  (the
opening) grabs attention. The body (the
story)  bu i lds  engagement .  The
conclusion  (the  reveal)  provides
satisfaction and a shareable takeaway.
Modern  content  creators  can  learn  a
tremendous  amount  from  the  simple,
powerful structure of Paul Harvey The
Rest Of The Story.

LESSONS FROM PAUL HARVEY
FOR MODERN STORYTELLERS
AND MARKETERS

The principles that made Paul Harvey
The Rest Of The Story a success are
directly  applicable  to  modern  content
creation, blogging, and marketing. Here
are a few key takeaways:

Start with a Hook: Harvey never1.
started a story with the ending. He
began with a curiosity gap. He
presented a familiar setting or
character and invited the listener
in. Every blog post or video should
do the same.
Build Suspense: He didn't rush2.
the reveal. He knew that the
anticipation was half the pleasure.
In a world of one-line tweets and
flashy visuals, there is still
immense power in a well-paced,
unfolding narrative.
Lead with Value: Every story had3.
a point. It wasn't just
entertainment; it was a lesson.
Whether it was history, human
nature, or a simple moral, the
listener walked away with
something valuable.
Surprise Your Audience: The4.
twist is the heart of the format.

Harvey challenged assumptions.
The best content does the same. It
makes the viewer or reader think,
"I never knew that."
Be Authentic: Harvey's voice was5.
his own. He didn't try to sound like
anyone else. His authenticity was
his brand. In the crowded digital
space, authenticity is the only
thing that truly cuts through the
noise.

By studying the structure and delivery of
Paul Harvey The Rest Of The Story ,
writers,  marketers,  and  speakers  can
learn  how  to  capture  and  hold  an
audience's attention in any medium.

CONCLUSION: THE FINAL
CHAPTER OF A LEGENDARY
STORY

Paul Harvey's "The Rest Of The Story"
was more than just a radio segment. It
was a masterclass in communication, a
celebration of history, and a testament
to the power of curiosity. In a career that
spanned  the  Great  Depression,  World
War II, the Cold War, and the dawn of
the  Internet,  Harvey  remained  a
constant, trusted voice. He reminded us
that the world is full of wonder if we are
willing to look beyond the surface. His
formula was simple: find the unexpected
truth, wrap it in a compelling narrative,
and  deliver  it  with  sincerity.  As  we
continue to navigate a fragmented and
often  overwhelming  information
ecosystem,  the  lessons  of  Paul
Harvey—to  listen,  to  wonder,  and  to
always ask for the rest of the story—are
more valuable than ever. His voice may
be silent, but the stories he told, and the
spirit in which he told them, will continue
to inspire for generations to come. And
now you know… the rest of the story.


