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INTRODUCTION

Few images in children’s literature are as
instantly recognizable as a small bear in
a  red  shirt,  clutching  a  honey  pot,  or
trailing  a  blue  balloon  through  the
Hundred  Acre  Wood.  That  bear  is,  of
course,  Winnie-the-Pooh.  While  author
A.A.  Milne  gave  Pooh  his  gentle,
thoughtful voice and his endearing love
for  “hunny,”  it  was  the  artist  Ernest
Howard Shepard – often referred to in

shorthand by collectors and enthusiasts
as “E.H. Shepard” – who gave Pooh his
physical form. The phrase “Eh Shepard
Winnie  the  Pooh”  (a  common
misspelling  of  the  artist’s  initials)  has
become  a  touchstone  for  generations
who associate Pooh not with the brightly
coloured  Disney  version,  but  with  the
soft,  delicate  pencil  lines  of  Shepard’s
original  illustrations.  In  this  article,  we
will  explore the life,  art,  and enduring
legacy of E.H. Shepard, and understand
why  his  sketches  remain  the  definitive
visual  representation  of  Milne’s  much-
loved bear.
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WHO WAS E.H. SHEPARD?

Ernest  Howard  Shepard  was  born  in
London on December 10, 1879. From an
early age, he showed a keen interest in
drawing, encouraged by his father who
was an architect. Shepard studied at the
Royal Academy Schools and later worked
as a  painter  and illustrator.  Before  he
ever met Pooh, Shepard had contributed
to the satirical magazine Punch,  where
he developed his distinctive style of pen-
and-ink drawing with subtle washes of
colour.  His career as a book illustrator
began in earnest, but nothing would rival
the global fame he achieved through his
collaboration with Milne.
What many people do not realize is that
Shepard did not specialize in children’s
books before Winnie-the-Pooh. He was a

serious artist with a talent for capturing
movement,  character,  and  the  English
countryside.  This  background  proved
essential.  When Milne approached him,
Shepard brought a sense of realism and
nostalgia  to  the  stories.  He  did  not
simply  draw a  generic  teddy bear;  he
drew  a  specific  toy  bear  belonging  to
Christopher  Robin  Milne,  the  author’s
son. This grounding in reality gave the
illustrations  an  authenticity  that  has
charmed  readers  for  nearly  a  century.

THE COLLABORATION WITH A.A.
MILNE

The partnership between A.A. Milne and
E.H. Shepard was one of the most fruitful
in literary history. Milne wrote the words;
Shepard gave them a visual home. They
first  worked  together  on  a  book  of
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children’s poems called When We Were
Very Young (1924). The success of that
volume led to the publication of Winnie-
the-Pooh in 1926, followed by The House
at  Pooh  Corner  in  1928.  Shepard’s
illustrations were not simply decorative;
they were integral to the stories. Milne
wrote with a clear image of Shepard’s
sty le  in  mind,  and  the  two  men
exchanged ideas to ensure the drawings
matched the tone of the text.

The First
Illustrations for

Winnie-the-Pooh
For  the  very  first  Winnie-the-Pooh  book,
Shepard drew on his  memories  of  the
Ashdown  Forest  in  Sussex,  which
became the model for the Hundred Acre
Wood. He also used the real stuffed toys
owned by Christopher Robin as models
for the characters. Pooh himself was a
bear  named  “Growler”  (though  later
changed  to  Winnie),  Eeyore  was  a
droopy donkey, and Piglet was a small
pink  pig.  Shepard’s  illustrations  were
rendered  in  black  ink  with  occasional
soft  watercolours.  The  most  famous
image – Pooh and Piglet walking side by
side,  with  Pooh’s  arm around  Piglet  –
captures the friendship at the heart of
the tales.
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THE ARTISTIC STYLE OF E.H.
SHEPARD

Shepard’s  style  is  often  described  as
nostalgic, soft, and elegant. He worked
primarily  in  line drawing,  using a  quill
pen  or  brush  to  create  textures  that
mirrored the English landscape. His lines
are never harsh; they hint at fur, grass,
and  tree  bark  without  needing  full
colour.  This  restraint  is  precisely  what
makes his art so timeless. Eh Shepard
Winnie the Pooh  illustrations are not
merely  “children’s  drawings”;  they  are
sophisticated  artworks  that  appeal  to
adults and children alike.

Pencil Sketches
and Line Work
Shepard  often  began  with  pencil
sketches, many of which survive today
and  offer  insight  into  his  creative
process.  He  would  draw  the  same
character multiple times, trying different
poses  and  expressions.  Pooh’s  round
belly,  small  ears,  and thoughtful  frown
evolved through these experiments. His
use of cross-hatching and stippling gave
d e p t h  t o  t h e  i m a g e s  w i t h o u t
overwhelming them. The illustrations for
The  House  at  Pooh  Corner  are  even
more  refined,  with  a  greater  sense  of
movement  and  emotion.  For  example,
the scene where Pooh says goodbye to
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Christopher  Robin  (the  final  chapter)  is
heartbreakingly  tender,  a  product  of
Shepard’s  ability  to  convey  sadness
through  a  simple  hunched  posture.

THE LEGACY OF EH SHEPARD
WINNIE THE POOH

The phrase “Eh Shepard Winnie the
Pooh” has become a shorthand for the
original,  unadulterated  Pooh.  For
collectors,  first  editions  containing
Shepard’s illustrations are highly sought
after.  Beyond  the  books,  his  images
have been reproduced on merchandise,
calendars,  and  prints.  However,  it  is
important to note that Shepard’s artwork
is now managed by the Shepard Trust
and the estate of A.A. Milne. The original
drawings were often sold or given away,
and many are now held in museums and

private collections. In 2014, a previously
unknown  Shepard  illustration  of  Pooh
and Piglet was discovered and auctioned
for  a  substantial  sum,  highlighting the
enduring fascination with his work.

Copyright and
Licensing
In  many  countries,  the  copyright  for
Shepard’s illustrations has expired or is
subject to complex rules. This has led to
a  proliferation  of  “classic  style”  Pooh
merchandise that mimics his aesthetic.
But  the  authentic  Shepard  drawings
retain  a  special  aura.  The  phrase  Eh
Shepard is often used in search queries
by  people  looking  for  the  original
illustrations  rather  than  the  Disney
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versions. This distinction is crucial: while
Disney  turned  Pooh  into  a  globally
merchandised  brand,  Shepard’s  Pooh
remains the literary Pooh, the one who
composes  “hums”  and  lives  in  a  tree
under the name “Sanders.”

WHY SHEPARD'S ILLUSTRATIONS
ENDURE

The  enduring  appeal  of  Eh  Shepard
Winnie the Pooh art lies in its honesty.
Shepard did not romanticize childhood;
he depicted it with gentle truth. Pooh is
not always cute; sometimes he looks a
little  perplexed  or  clumsy.  Eeyore  is
genuinely  sad,  not  just  gloomy  for
laughs.  The  backgrounds  –  the  grassy
hills,  the  gnarled  oak  trees,  the  quiet
stream – evoke a countryside that feels
real  and  safe.  In  an  age  of  digital

animation and hyper-saturated colours,
Shepard’s  quiet  ink  drawings  offer  a
respite. They invite the reader to pause,
look closely, and imagine.
Moreover,  Shepard’s  illustrations  are
deeply  connected  to  the  text.  Milne
wrote with a visual rhythm, and Shepard
matched it  perfectly.  When Pooh says
“That’s  what  I  think  sometimes,”  the
image shows him sitting alone on a log,
thinking.  The  words  and  pictures
together  create  a  complete  emotional
experience. It is no exaggeration to say
that  without  Shepard,  Winnie-the-Pooh
might  never  have  become  the  global
phenomenon it is today. The bear might
have remained a  character  in  a  book,
but  Shepard’s  art  turned  him  into  a
friend.
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CONCLUSION

Ernest Howard Shepard was more than
just an illustrator; he was a co-creator of
the  world  of  Winnie-the-Pooh.  Through
his delicate pen lines,  he gave a stuffed
bear a soul. The phrase “Eh Shepard
W i n n i e  t h e  P o o h ”  m a y  b e  a
misspelling, but it carries the weight of
an entire childhood memory. For those

who  grew  up  with  the  original  books,
Shepard’s Pooh is the only Pooh. His art
reminds us that simple, honest drawing
can touch the heart. As long as children
(and adults) continue to read about the
silly old bear, E.H. Shepard’s legacy will
remain  secure  –  a  quiet,  masterful
tribute  to  friendship,  imagination,  and
the beauty of a well-drawn line.


