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UNLOCKING THE MYSTERY: WHAT DOES “BE IN
STORE FOR” MEAN IN CROSSWORD PUZZLES?

Crossword puzzles are a beloved pastime for  millions,  offering a
daily  mental  workout  that  combines  vocabulary,  general
knowledge, and lateral thinking. Among the myriad clues that
solvers encounter, some stand out for their idiomatic or figurative
language. One such clue is “Be in store for.” If you’ve ever stared
at a grid wondering what this phrase is asking for, you’re not
alone. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the meaning,
common answers, and solving strategies behind “be in store for
crossword”  clues.  Whether  you’re  a  novice  or  a  seasoned
cruciverbalist, understanding this pattern will sharpen your skills
and boost your solving speed.

THE MEANING OF “BE IN STORE FOR” AS A
CROSSWORD CLUE

In everyday English, “to be in store for” means that something is
going to happen to someone in the future—usually an event or
experience that is imminent or expected. For example, “A big
surprise is in store for you” suggests that something awaits. In
crossword construction, clue writers use this phrase to indicate a
word  or  phrase  that  conveys  anticipation,  inevitability,  or
destination. The clue “Be in store for” typically points to verbs
like AWAIT, IMPEND, or LOOM, but it can also lead to longer
answers such as IN THE OFFING or ON THE HORIZON.
Because crossword clues often rely on synonyms, definitions, and
wordplay, “be in store for” is a definitional clue. The solver must
think of a word meaning “to wait for” or “to be about to happen.”
Recognizing this pattern is key to efficiently filling in the grid.

COMMON ANSWERS FOR “BE IN STORE FOR” CLUES

Let’s break down the most frequent solutions you’ll encounter for
“be in store for crossword” clues. Each of these words or phrases
shares the core idea of something upcoming or destined.

1. AWAIT (5 letters)
AWAIT is the most straightforward answer. It means to wait for
something  that  is  going  to  happen.  For  instance,  “A  warm
welcome awaits you” is equivalent to “A warm welcome is in
store for you.” In crosswords, clues like “Be in store for” often
have AWAIT as the expected entry, especially in shorter grids. Its
common letter combination (A-W-A-I-T) makes it  a favorite for
constructors.

2. IMPEND (6 letters)
IMPEND means to be about to happen or to hang threateningly
over. While slightly less frequent than AWAIT, it appears when
the clue implies a sense of urgency or looming event. Example:
“Danger impends” = “Danger is in store.” In crossword puzzles,
IMPEND is often clued as “Be imminent” or “Be in store,” so it
pairs perfectly with our keyword.

3. LOOM (4 letters)
LOOM can mean to appear as a large, often frightening shape,
but it also means to be imminent. A clue like “Be in store” can be
answered  with  LOOM,  especially  when  the  context  suggests
something ominous. For example, “Storm looms” = “Storm is in
store.” Its brevity makes it a handy fill for tight grids.

4. IN THE CARDS (11
letters)
This idiomatic answer means something is likely or destined to
happen. “Be in store for” as a clue might require a longer phrase,
and  “in  the  cards”  fits  well.  It’s  more  common  in  cryptic  or
themed puzzles, but it’s worth keeping in your mental database.

5. ON THE HORIZON (13
letters)
Similar  to  “in  the  cards,”  this  phrase  indicates  something  is
coming  soon.  Though  less  common due  to  its  length,  it  can
appear in larger, specialty crosswords. It’s a synonym for “be in
store for” in the sense of future events.

HOW TO SOLVE “BE IN STORE FOR” CLUES QUICKLY

When  you  encounter  a  clue  containing  “be  in  store  for
crossword,” approach it  systematically.  Here are some proven
strategies:

Identify the tense and number: Is the clue in present or
future tense? Singular or plural? This will narrow down
possible verb forms. Most often the answer is present
tense, third person singular (e.g., awaits, impends).
Look at the letter count: The number of squares in the
grid tells you the answer’s length. For a 5-letter answer,
AWAIT is your best bet. For 6 letters, try IMPEND. For 4
letters, LOOM is ideal.
Check crossing words: Even if you’re unsure, fill in other
clues that intersect. A single confirmed letter can reveal
whether you need an “A” or an “I” as the starting letter.
Consider synonyms: Make a mental list of words meaning
“wait,” “approach,” “impend,” “loom,” “await.” Practice
these terms so they become automatic.

For example, if the clue is “Be in store for” and you have _ W _ I
_,  then AWAIT  fits perfectly. If  it’s _ M _ E _ D, then IMPEND  is
likely.

DEEPER DIVE: THE SEMANTICS OF “BE IN STORE”

The phrase “in store” originates from the idea of goods held in a
storeroom, awaiting distribution. Over time, it evolved to mean
anything  held  in  reserve  for  the  future—especially  events,
experiences,  or  outcomes.  In  crossword  construction,  this
idiomatic meaning is leveraged to create clues that are neither
too obscure nor too obvious. It’s a classic example of a “definition
by synonym” clue type.
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Interestingly, the same phrase can also appear as part of a longer
clue. For instance, “What might be in store for you?” could be
clued as FATE or DESTINY. Therefore, when solving “be in store
for crossword” clues, always read the entire clue carefully to see
if additional context indicates a noun rather than a verb.

WHY CROSSWORD CONSTRUCTORS LOVE THIS CLUE

Experienced  constructors  appreciate  clues  that  are  both
accessible and flexible. “Be in store for” works because it can be
used  for  multiple  common  answers,  allowing  variety  across
puzzles. It also tests solvers’ grasp of idiomatic English, which is a
core  skill  for  crossword  success.  Moreover,  the  clue  fits  neatly
into different  grid  regions due to  the varying letter  counts  of  its
possible answers.

IMPROVING YOUR CROSSWORD VOCABULARY FOR
SUCH CLUES

To  become faster  at  solving  “be  in  store  for”  clues,  build  a
personal  list  of  synonyms and related  terms.  Here  are  some
words and phrases that you may encounter:

AWAIT – the most common
IMPEND – often used in British crosswords
LOOM – for a shorter answer
BREW – as in “trouble is brewing”
THREATEN – implying something negative in store
DESTINE – though less common, it means to set aside for a
purpose
MENACE – can be a noun, but “to menace” is a verb

Additionally,  practicing  with  puzzles  from  different  publishers
expands  your  exposure  to  different  ways  the  clue  might  be
phrased. The New York Times, The Guardian, and the LA Times
each have a distinct style, but all  use “be in store for” clues
regularly.

ADVANCED TIPS: CRYPTIC AND THEMED PUZZLES

In cryptic crosswords, “be in store for” can be part of a wordplay
clue rather than a pure definition. For instance, the clue might be
“Be in store for a party (4)” where the answer is BASH (a party) if
the wordplay involves “be” (B) + “in store” (ASH?). This is more
complex. However, in standard American-style puzzles, the clue
remains definitional.
For themed puzzles, the answer might be a phrase like JUST
AROUND  THE  CORNER,  but  such  long  entries  are  rare.
Typically, the grid constraints favor shorter words.

COMMON MISTAKES SOLVERS MAKE

Even experienced solvers can slip up on “be in store for” clues.
Here are pitfalls to avoid:

Confusing tense: The clue is often given as “Be in store
for” (base form), but the answer may be third person
singular (awaits) or even past tense (awaited). Always
check the clue wording. If it says “Is in store for,” then
AWAITS or IMPENDS is correct.
Overthinking: Sometimes the answer is just AWAIT.
Don’t search for a complex word when a simple one fits.
Ignoring cross letters: Never force an answer that
doesn’t match the letters already placed. If your first guess
is AWAIT but the crossing word has a second letter “M,”
then IMPEND is a better choice.
Misreading the clue: Ensure the entire clue is just “Be in
store for” and not part of a longer phrase like “Be in store
for a good time?” which might be a different answer
altogether.

THE BENEFITS OF MASTERING CROSSWORD CLUES
LIKE THIS

Understanding and quickly solving “be in store for crossword”
clues offers several advantages:

Improved solving speed: You spend less time guessing
and more time filling.
Better pattern recognition: Your brain becomes attuned
to idiomatic clues, which appear frequently.
Increased enjoyment: Less frustration means more fun
with your daily puzzle.
Enhanced vocabulary: You naturally learn synonyms and
their letter patterns.

Moreover,  sharing  this  knowledge  with  fellow  crossword
enthusiasts can make group solving sessions more productive
and engaging.

CONCLUSION

The phrase “be in  store  for  crossword”  is  a  staple  in  puzzle
construction, representing a class of clues that test your grasp of
future-oriented  vocabulary.  By  familiarizing  yourself  with
common answers  like  AWAIT,  IMPEND,  and  LOOM,  and  by
applying systematic solving strategies, you can quickly decode
what’s in store for you in the grid. Remember to consider letter
counts,  crossing  words,  and  the  specific  tense  of  the  clue.  With
practice,  these  clues  will  become  second  nature,  and  you’ll
breeze through them with confidence. So next time you see “Be
in store for” in a crossword, you’ll know exactly what to do—fill in
the blanks without hesitation. Happy solving!


