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Encyclopedia Of Pigeon Breeds

THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
PIGEON BREEDS

When most people picture a pigeon, they imagine the common
city rock dove pecking at crumbs on a park bench. However, the
world of pigeons is astonishingly vast and colorful, encompassing
hundreds of distinct forms that range from the fantastically
feathered to the strikingly athletic. For the uninitiated, diving into
an Encyclopedia Of Pigeon Breeds can feel like opening a
door to a hidden universe of avian artistry, history, and dedicated
human craftsmanship. These birds are not merely "rats with
wings"; they are living sculptures, athletes, and companions that
have been selectively bred for thousands of years. This article
serves as a comprehensive introduction to this fascinating world,
exploring the history, classification, notable varieties, and care of
these remarkable birds.

THE RICH HISTORY AND DOMESTICATION OF PIGEONS

The relationship between humans and pigeons is one of the
oldest and most profound in the animal kingdom. Archaeological
evidence suggests that pigeons were first domesticated in the

region of the Fertile Crescent over 5,000 years ago. Early
civilizations quickly recognized the pigeon's remarkable homing
ability, turning them into vital messengers for empires. From the
Egyptians and Romans to the Persians and Chinese, pigeons
carried critical news across vast distances. This utilitarian role
eventually blossomed into a hobby for the elite, and later, a
widespread passion for the common person. Charles Darwin
himself was a dedicated pigeon fancier, using the immense
diversity of pigeon breeds to help formulate his theory of natural
selection, noting in his book On the Origin of Species that the
variety within the "encyclopedia of pigeon breeds" was a perfect
example of selective breeding.

UNDERSTANDING THE CLASSIFICATION OF PIGEON
BREEDS

To make sense of the dizzying array of pigeon varieties, fanciers
and associations have developed a structured classification
system. While specific groupings can vary slightly between
organizations like the National Pigeon Association (NPA) in the
USA and the British Pigeon Fanciers Association, most follow a
similar logic based on the bird's primary physical characteristics
or purpose. A good Encyclopedia Of Pigeon Breeds will
typically categorize them into the following major groups:
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1. Form and Flying Breeds

These breeds are prized for their athletic ability, beauty in flight,
and specific body conformation. They are the sports cars of the
pigeon world. This group includes the high-flying breeds that can
stay aloft for hours, the tumbling breeds that perform acrobatic
rolls in the sky, and those bred for perfect posture and shape on
the ground. Maintaining the health and stamina of these birds
requires a specific diet and rigorous training regimen.

2. Fancy and Exhibition
Breeds

This is the largest and most visually spectacular category. These
birds are bred almost exclusively for their appearance in the
show pen. Judges evaluate them based on a strict written
standard that dictates everything from the shape of their beak to
the number of feathers in their foot muffs. The diversity here is
staggering, encompassing birds with inflated gullets, elaborate
feather crests, and unique feather textures like "lace" or "frill."

3. Tumbler and Highflying

Breeds

While related to Form and Flying, this category is specifically
focused on aerial performance. Tumblers are famous for their
ability to perform backward somersaults in flight, a trait that was
originally selected for because it helped them evade predators in
the wild. Highflyers, on the other hand, are bred for endurance
and the ability to fly at extreme altitudes for many hours. These
breeds require dedicated lofts and a deep understanding of
pigeon genetics and training.

4. Utility Breeds

Historically, pigeons were also a vital food source. Utility breeds
are large, fast-growing birds with excellent meat production.
Breeds like the King, the Carneau, and the Mondain are famous
for their size and docile temperament. Though less commonly
raised for meat in modern Western households, they remain
popular in other parts of the world and are often kept by fanciers
for their calm personalities and impressive size.

NOTABLE BREEDS FROM THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
PIGEON BREEDS

To truly appreciate the scope of pigeon diversity, let us explore
some of the most iconic and unusual breeds found within any
complete Encyclopedia Of Pigeon Breeds.
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The King Pigeon: The Utility
Giant

Developed in the United States in the late 19th century, the King
pigeon is a true giant among pigeons. It was created by crossing
several utility and fancy breeds to produce a bird with
exceptional size, rapid growth, and a calm temperament. Kings
are white, often weighing over two pounds, and have a bold,
prominent chest. Their friendly nature makes them excellent pets
and show birds. They are a prime example of how form and
function can be combined.

The Jacobin: The Aristocrat
of Feathers

Perhaps the most striking breed in terms of silhouette, the
Jacobin is named after the Jacobin monks for its distinctive hood
of feathers. This hood forms a full, dense cape that envelops the
bird's head and neck, leaving only the eyes and beak visible. The
Jacobin is a delicate breed that requires significant care to keep
its feathers clean and in perfect condition. It is the epitome of the
fancy exhibition pigeon, valued for its unique and almost regal
appearance.

The Pouter: The Master of
Inflation

Pouters are a bizarre and wonderful group of pigeons known for
their ability to inflate their crop into a large, spherical balloon.
This is not just a fleeting display; these birds can hold this
inflated posture for extended periods, especially when trying to
impress a mate or a judge. The English Pouter is a classic
example, with a long, lean body, long legs, and a massive,
perfectly round globe. They are a favorite among pigeon
enthusiasts for their unique and comical courtship displays.

The Fantail: The Peacock of
the Dovecote

If the Jacobin is the aristocrat, the Fantail is the peacock. This
breed is famous for its large, fan-shaped tail composed of an
exceptionally high number of feathers (often 30-40 or more,
compared to the typical 12-14). They often rock back and forth in
a graceful dance, holding their tail erect. The Indian Fantail is a
particularly plush and majestic variety. Fantails are incredibly
popular and are often the first breed a new fancier will acquire.



The English Trumpeter: A
Harlequin of Form

Few breeds showcase the extremes of feather ornamentation like
the English Trumpeter. This breed is covered in feathers from
head to toe. It has a massive crest on the back of its head, a
"shell" crest over the beak, long "grouse" muffs on its feet, and a
prominent "mane" or "cock" feather at the base of the skull. The
Trumpeter is a feat of genetic engineering, with its appearance
taking generations to perfect. It is a true spectacle, often
described as looking like it is wearing a feathered tuxedo.

BREEDING AND GENETICS IN THE PIGEON FANCY

A thorough Encyclopedia Of Pigeon Breeds must also delve
into the science behind the art. Breeding pigeons is a complex
puzzle of genetics. Fanciers must understand concepts like
dominant and recessive genes, sex-linked traits (such as the
color of certain feathers), and the inheritance of physical
structures like crests and muffs. For example, the "silky" or "lace"
feather texture is a recessive trait, meaning both parents must
carry the gene for it to be expressed. Successful breeders are
master geneticists, meticulously keeping records of pedigrees
and pairings to produce birds that match the breed standard as
closely as possible. The goal is always to improve the breed,
balancing health, temperament, and show-quality characteristics.

THE WORLD OF PIGEON SHOWS AND COMPETITIONS

The culmination of a fancier's work is the pigeon show. These
events range from small local club meets to massive national and
international exhibitions. At a show, judges carefully evaluate
each entry against the official standard for that breed. They
assess the bird's overall shape, color, feather quality, condition,
and temperament. Points are deducted for faults like poor color,
broken feathers, or a nervous disposition. Winning a "Best in
Show" is a tremendous honor that validates years of careful
selection and care. The show hall is a living encyclopedia of
pigeon breeds, a place where the diversity of the hobby is on full
display.

ESSENTIAL CARE FOR DIFFERENT PIGEON BREEDS

While the basic needs of all pigeons are similar (clean water, a
balanced grain diet, and a safe loft), specific breeds have unique
requirements that a responsible fancier must know.

¢ Housing: The loft must be clean, dry, and draft-free but
well-ventilated. Breeds with heavy foot muffs (like the
Trumpeter) require especially clean floors to prevent their
feathers from becoming soiled or matted.

e Diet: A high-quality pigeon grain mix is the foundation.
However, show birds might require specialized
supplements to improve feather condition. Growing
youngsters need extra protein. High-flying breeds need a
diet rich in carbohydrates for energy.

¢ Health Care: Pigeons are susceptible to parasites,
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bacterial infections, and viral diseases. Regular health
checks and quarantine for new birds are critical. Fanciers
must learn to recognize subtle signs of illness, such as a
change in droppings, a puffed-up appearance, or a lack of
appetite.
* Gr ing: For exhibition birds, grooming is an art form.
conhISRART A TING LIBRARY GERFARIERS ANB
clean their feathers. Breeds like the Jacobin may require
the feathers in their hood to be carefully separated and

"swept" back. The toenails of some breeds may need
occasional trimming.

CONSERVATION AND THE FUTURE OF HERITAGE
BREEDS

Many historic pigeon breeds are now considered rare and are in
danger of being lost forever. As the hobby of pigeon keeping has
declined in some countries, the genetic diversity within the
species has diminished. Organizations like the Rare Breeds
Survival Trust in the UK and the Livestock Conservancy in the
USA work to document and preserve these ancient lineages.
Breeders who focus on these rare breeds are doing vital

conservation work, maintaining a living library of genetic history.
The Encyclopedia Of Pigeon Breeds is not just a historical
document; it is a working tool for survival, helping fanciers
understand the heritage and unique qualities of each breed they
work to preserve.

FLIGHT

The world of pigeons is far more complex and beautiful than most
people ever imagine. A true Encyclopedia Of Pigeon Breeds is
not merely a list of names and pictures; it is a testament to the
incredible power of human dedication and selective breeding
over millennia. From the athletic grace of a high-flying Tumbler to
the sculptural brilliance of an English Trumpeter, each breed is a
story written in flesh, blood, and feather. Whether you are a
seasoned fancier with a loft full of champions or a curious
newcomer standing at the edge of this magnificent hobby, there
is always something new to discover. These birds offer a unique
window into our shared history with the natural world, reminding
us of the beauty that patience, knowledge, and passion can
create.



