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INTRODUCTION: WHY ADD TEXTURE TO YOUR WALLS?

Plain, smooth walls can sometimes feel sterile or incomplete. Adding texture to a wall is one of the
most effective ways to introduce depth, hide imperfections, and elevate the aesthetic of any room.
Whether you are covering up a patchy drywall repair or simply want to create a unique focal point,
learning how to texture a wall is a valuable DIY skill. Not only does textured wall finishing add
character, but it also helps diffuse light, making spaces feel warmer and more inviting. In this
comprehensive guide, we will walk you through everything you need to know - from preparation and
tool selection to step-by-step application techniques. By the end, you will have the confidence to
transform your walls like a professional.

1. PREPARING THE WALL SURFACE

Before you even think about mixing joint compound, proper surface preparation is critical. A poorly
prepped wall will lead to uneven texture, peeling, or adhesion failure. Here is how to get your wall
ready for texturing:

* Clean the wall: Remove dust, grease, and cobwebs. Use a damp cloth or mild detergent if
necessary. Let it dry completely.

* Repair imperfections: Fill any nail holes, cracks, or dents with spackling compound. Sand
smooth after drying.

e Prime the surface: Apply a coat of drywall primer. This seals the wall and provides a uniform
base for the texture to stick. Skipping primer can result in the texture soaking in unevenly.

e Mask and protect: Cover floors, furniture, and trim with drop cloths and painter’s tape.
Texture compound can splatter far beyond the wall area.

Tools and Materials Checklist

Gathering the right tools before you start makes the process smoother. Here is a list of essentials for
most wall texturing projects:

e Joint compound (pre-mixed or powder)

e Texture hopper and sprayer (for spray-on textures)
Stomping brush, sponge, or roller covers

Hawk and trowel (for knockdown or skip trowel finishes)
Paint mixer attachment for a drill

Buckets and drop cloths

Drywall knives of various sizes

2. CHOOSING THE RIGHT TEXTURE TYPE

There are many popular wall textures, each offering a distinct look and level of difficulty. Your choice
depends on the style of your home and your skill level. Below are the most common types you can
apply when learning how to texture a wall.

Popcorn Texture

Often associated with ceilings, popcorn texture can also be used on walls for a highly textured,
sound-dampening effect. It uses a spray-on mixture of joint compound and styrofoam or perlite. This
is one of the oldest methods but is less popular in modern interiors due to its dated appearance and
difficulty to clean.

Orange Peel Texture

Orange peel texture has a subtle, bumpy finish that resembles the skin of an orange. It is applied
with a sprayer and is one of the most common textures for walls today. It hides minor flaws while
remaining relatively easy to repair.

Knockdown Texture

Knockdown texture involves spraying joint compound and then “knocking down” the peaks with a
drywall knife to create a mottled, stucco-like pattern. It adds a rich, dimensional look and is very
popular in living rooms and bedrooms.

Skip Trowel Texture

Skip trowel is a hand-applied technique that creates a smooth, sweeping pattern reminiscent of
Venetian plaster. It requires a bit more skill but yields an elegant, old-world aesthetic.

Slap Brush (or Crow’s Foot) Texture

Using a special brush, you slap the compound onto the wall and then pull away to create a pattern
that looks like flower petals. This is a fun option for accent walls.

3. STEP-BY-STEP: HOW TO TEXTURE A WALL FOR BEGINNERS

Now we get into the practical part - actually applying the texture. We will cover the two most
common methods: spray-on orange peel and hand-applied skip trowel. Both are achievable for a
DIYer with patience.

Method A: Applying Orange Peel Texture
with a Sprayer

1. Mix your joint compound: If using pre-mixed joint compound, thin it with a small amount of
water until it reaches the consistency of pancake batter. Mix with a drill attachment to remove
lumps. For powder, follow manufacturer instructions.

2. Load the texture hopper: Pour the thinned compound into a texture sprayer hopper. Test
spray on a piece of cardboard to adjust the pressure and nozzle pattern.

3. Spray the wall: Hold the sprayer about 12-18 inches from the wall. Move in a steady,
sweeping motion. Overlap your passes slightly to ensure even coverage. The texture will look
heavy and wet at first.

4. Let it set: Allow the texture to partially dry for 5-10 minutes. It should become tacky but not
hard.

5. Knockdown (optional): For an orange peel finish, you can leave the sprayed texture as is. If
you want a knockdown look, gently drag a drywall knife over the high points to flatten them.
Wipe the knife clean after each pass.

6. Let dry completely: Wait 24 hours before priming and painting.

Method B: Hand-Applied Skip Trowel
Texture

This technique requires a hawk and trowel, but no sprayer. It is ideal for smaller areas or for those
who want a more artisanal finish.

1. Prepare stiff compound: Unlike spray textures, skip trowel compound should be thicker -
like peanut butter. Do not add too much water.

2. Load your hawk: Scoop a mound of compound onto the hawk.

3. Swirl on the wall: Using a flexible trowel, pick up a small amount of compound and apply it
to the wall in a thin, sweeping motion. The trowel should barely skim the surface, leaving
behind random swirls and flat areas.

4. Work in sections: Cover about 2x2 feet at a time. Step back frequently to check the pattern
for balance.

5. Let dry, then sand lightly: Once the texture is hard, use a very fine sanding block to knock
down any sharp ridges. This reveals the smooth, “skipped” pattern.

6. Prime and paint: Textured walls absorb more paint, so use a thick nap roller for even
coverage.

4. ADVANCED TIPS FOR PROFESSIONAL RESULTS

Mastering how to texture a wall involves more than just applying compound. Here are insider tips to
elevate your work:

» Practice first: Always test your technique on a scrap piece of drywall or a hidden area. Adjust
consistency and pressure until you are satisfied.

e Maintain wet edges: If texturing a large wall, work in continuous sections so the compound
does not dry before you blend the edges. This prevents lines.

* Use even pressure: For spray textures, keep the gun moving to avoid pooling. For hand
methods, keep your wrist loose for natural patterns.

* Clean tools immediately: Joint compound hardens quickly. Rinse sprayers, brushes, and
knives as soon as you finish.

e Consider a sealer: Some texture compounds are porous. A thin coat of primer before
painting ensures a uniform sheen.

Safety First

Working with joint compound and sprayers can create dust and splatter. Wear safety glasses, a dust
mask, and gloves. Ensure the room is well-ventilated, especially if using texture in a spray can
(aerosol). Keep drop cloths in place to prevent slippery floors.

5. COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even experienced DlYers can trip up. Steer clear of these pitfalls when you plan to texture a wall:

e Skipping the primer: Unprimed drywall absorbs compound unevenly, causing patchy
texture.

e Over-thinning the compound: If it runs down the wall like water, it is too thin. Add more
compound to thicken it.

* Working too slowly: Texture dries fast. Have all tools ready and work efficiently.

* Not protecting switch plates and trim: Texture compound is hard to remove once dried.
Remove outlet covers and tape all edges.

* Applying too thick a layer: Heavy texture can crack as it dries. Thin coats are better and
easier to repair later.

6. PAINTING AND MAINTAINING TEXTURED WALLS

Once your texture is fully cured (usually 24-48 hours), you can paint. Use a roller with a thicker nap
- % inch or 1 inch - to get paint into all the crevices. Apply a quality interior latex paint in your
desired finish. Flat or eggshell sheens are popular for textured walls as they reduce glare and
highlight the tactile quality. For cleaning, use a soft brush or duster; avoid scrubbing aggressively as
that can damage the texture.

CONCLUSION

Knowing how to texture a wall opens up endless possibilities for personalizing your home. Whether
you opt for a subtle orange peel or a dramatic knockdown pattern, the process is rewarding and
achievable with the right preparation and tools. Remember to prioritize surface prep, choose a
texture that matches your style and skill level, and always practice on a test area. With patience and
attention to detail, you can turn ordinary walls into beautiful, textured canvases. Now you have the
knowledge - grab your tools and start transforming your space.
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