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HOW TO GET STREET VIEW ON GOOGLE MAPS: YOUR
COMPLETE GUIDE TO EXPLORING THE WORLD FROM
HOME

Have you ever wanted to virtually stand at the base of the Eiffel
Tower, check out the neighborhood of a hotel before booking, or
simply revisit the street where you grew up? Google Maps Street
View makes all of this possible without leaving your couch. This
powerful feature offers a 360-degree, ground-level perspective of
countless locations around the globe. Whether you are planning a
trip, conducting research, or just satisfying your curiosity,
learning how to get Street View on Google Maps is an essential
digital skill. This guide will walk you through every method, from
desktop shortcuts to mobile app tricks, ensuring you can navigate
the world with ease.

Street View is more than just a collection of photographs. It is a
dynamic tool that has transformed how we interact with
geography. By understanding the different ways to access it, you
can unlock a deeper level of exploration. Let us dive into the
step-by-step processes, covering everything from the classic
Pegman icon to advanced search techniques.

WHAT IS GOOGLE MAPS STREET VIEW AND WHY USE
IT?

Before we get into the "how," it is helpful to understand the
"what." Google Maps Street View is a technology that provides
panoramic views from positions along many streets and roads in
the world. It was launched in 2007 and has since expanded to
include trails, paths, and even the interiors of businesses. The
imagery is captured by a fleet of specially equipped cars,
trekkers, and even snowmobiles, offering a comprehensive visual
record of our planet.

Why would you want to learn how to get Street View on Google
Maps? The applications are surprisingly broad:

e Travel Planning: Scout out hotels, restaurants, and
attractions to see if they match their photos.

* Real Estate: Virtually tour neighborhoods before moving
to a new city or house hunting.

* Navigation: Get a visual preview of your route, including
tricky intersections or landmarks.

e Education: Explore historical sites, natural wonders, and
famous landmarks for school projects or personal interest.

 Remote Exploration: Visit places you may never have the
chance to see in person, from the Great Wall of China to
the streets of Tokyo.

» Business Verification: Confirm the existence and
appearance of a business before visiting or contacting
them.

The feature is deeply integrated into both the web-based version
of Google Maps and the mobile app, making it accessible on
nearly any device. The key is knowing exactly where to click, tap,
or search.

MAPS USING A DESKTOP BROWSER

Using Google Maps on a laptop or desktop computer offers the
most screen real estate and the most straightforward controls.
This method is ideal for detailed exploration and planning. Here is
how to access Street View on your computer.

Step 1: Open Google Maps

Navigate to maps.google.com in your preferred web browser.
You do not need to sign in to use Street View, but signing in will
allow you to save locations and access your timeline.

Step 2: Find Your Location

You can search for a specific address, landmark, or city using the
search bar at the top left. Alternatively, you can manually pan
and zoom around the map by clicking and dragging, or by using
the plus (+) and minus (-) buttons in the bottom right corner.

Step 3: Identify Blue Roads
and Lines

Once you have zoomed in close enough (typically to the city or
street level), you will notice that many roads are highlighted in
blue. These blue lines indicate that Street View imagery is
available for that road. The thicker the line, the more
comprehensive the coverage. Some areas also have blue circles,
which indicate panoramic views of specific landmarks, such as
famous buildings or natural features.

Step 4: Use the Pegman
lcon

This is the most iconic method for learning how to get Street View
on Google Maps. Look in the bottom right corner of the map
screen. You will see a small yellow human figure, officially known
as the "Pegman."

e Click and Hold the Pegman icon. The map will change to
show all available Street View areas in a blue overlay.

* Drag the Pegman and drop it directly onto a blue road or
a blue circle. The map will instantly switch to a full-screen
Street View panorama.

Step 5: Explore the Street
View

Once you are in Street View mode, the interface changes
completely. You can now look around in all directions. Use your
mouse to click and drag the image to pan left, right, up, and
down. You will also see white arrows on the road surface.
Clicking these arrows will move you forward along the street,
simulating walking or driving. You can also click on the road itself
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to jump to that spot.

To exit Street View, simply click the "Back" arrow in the top left
corner of the Street View window, or press the "Escape" key on
your keyboard.

METHOD 2: HOW TO GET STREET VIEW ON GOOGLE
MAPS USING THE MOBILE APP (ANDROID AND IOS)

The mobile app version of Google Maps makes Street View
incredibly convenient for on-the-go exploration. Whether you are
using an Android phone or an iPhone, the process is almost
identical. This is especially useful for previewing a destination
while you are traveling.

Step 1: Open the Google
Maps App

Ensure you have the latest version of the Google Maps app
installed from the Google Play Store or Apple App Store. Open the
app on your device.

Step 2: Search for or Drop a
Pin
Use the search bar at the top to enter an address or place name.

Alternatively, you can long-press (tap and hold) on any spot on
the map. This will drop a red pin at that precise location.

Step 3: Tap the Location
Marker or Place Card

After dropping a pin or selecting a search result, a small
information card, known as a "place card," will appear at the
bottom of your screen. This card contains the name of the
location, its address, and a star rating if applicable.

Step 4: Find the Street
View Thumbnail

Look at the place card. Inside it, you should see a small
rectangular thumbnail image labeled "Street View," or sometimes
just a photo with a circular arrow icon. This image is a preview of
what the location looks like from the street. Tap on this
thumbnail.

If you don't see a Street View thumbnail immediately, you may
need to scroll left or right within the photos section of the place
card, or tap "Photos" and then look for an image marked with the
Street View icon (a small Pegman or a 360-degree symbol).

Step 5: Navigate the 360-
Degree View

Once you tap the thumbnail, your screen will fill with the Street
View panorama. You can now explore:

e Drag your finger across the screen to look around in any
direction.
e Tap on the white arrows on the ground to move forward

along the street.
e Pinch the screen (spread two fingers) to zoom in for a
closer look, or pinch together to zoom out.

To exit, simply tap the "X" or the back arrow in the top left corner
of the screen.

METHOD 3: HOW TO GET STREET VIEW ON GOOGLE
MAPS USING A DIRECT SEARCH

Did you know you can sometimes jump straight into Street View?
This is one of the fastest methods if you know exactly where you
want to go. This works on both desktop and mobile.

On Desktop:

In the search bar, you can type the name of a landmark followed
by "Street View," for example, "Eiffel Tower Street View." Google
will often display a direct link to the Street View imagery as one
of the top search results within Maps. Clicking this will take you
directly into the panoramic view.

On Mobile (Android and
10S):

Search for a specific place, such as "Statue of Liberty." When the
place card appears, scroll through the photos section. Often, the
first image shown is the Street View image. Tap on it to enter the
360-degree view. You can also use the Google Search app or a
web browser and search for "Street View near [your location]" to
quickly find a nearby blue road to drop into.

METHOD 4: EXPLORING INDOORS AND SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS

Your journey does not have to stop at the street. Google Maps
Street View has expanded to include the interiors of thousands of
businesses, museums, and even stadiums. This is often called
"Business View" or "Indoor Street View."

To access indoor views, search for a specific business, museum,
or public venue. On the place card, look for a thumbnail that says
"See inside" or "Explore inside." Tapping this will give you a 360-
degree view of the interior, allowing you to walk through lobbies,
galleries, and even specific rooms. This is incredibly useful for
checking out a restaurant before making a reservation or
exploring a museum exhibit from home.

Additionally, Google has curated special collections of Street View
imagery from around the world. These include stunning natural
landscapes, underwater dive sites, and remote historical sites.
You can find these by visiting the "Street View Treks" section
within the Google Maps menu (on desktop, click the menu icon
with three horizontal lines and look for "Street View" or
"Explore").

COMMON TROUBLESHOOTING: WHY CAN'T | GET
STREET VIEW?

Sometimes, despite your best efforts, Street View may not load or
may not be available. Here are some common issues and
solutions related to learning how to get Street View on Google
Maps effectively.
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No Blue Lines or
Thumbnails Appear

This is the most common issue. Street View coverage is not
universal. It is heavily concentrated in urban and suburban areas
of many countries, but rural areas, private roads, and some
countries have very limited or no coverage. If you do not see blue
lines on the map, it simply means Google has not driven a Street
View car down that road yet.

Street View is Blurry or Out
of Date

Street View imagery is captured at different times. In some areas,
the photos may be several years old. If the view is blurry, it may
be due to a slow internet connection. Try zooming out and then
back in, or wait for the high-resolution image to load. If the date
is an issue, there is nothing you can do except check back later
for updated imagery.

The App is Not Responding

If the mobile app freezes or crashes when you try to enter Street
View, try these steps:

* Force close the app and reopen it.

e Check for updates in the App Store or Play Store.
* Restart your phone.

* Reinstall the Google Maps app.

Can't Find the Pegman Icon

On the desktop version, if you are zoomed out too far (showing
an entire country or continent), the Pegman icon may disappear.
Zoom in closer to a city or town, and the Pegman will reappear in
the bottom right corner.

TIPS AND TRICKS FOR MASTERING STREET VIEW

Once you have mastered the basics of how to get Street View on
Google Maps, you can use these advanced tips to get even more
out of the feature.

1. Check the



