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INTRODUCTION: THE LEGACY OF LONGMAN
PUBLISHING

For students, educators, and language learners around the world,
the name Longman carries a weight of authority and trust. For
centuries,  this  publishing  house  has  been  synonymous  with
educational  excellence,  particularly  in  the  fields  of  English
language teaching,  dictionaries,  and academic  textbooks.  Yet,
despite  its  global  influence,  a  common question  persists  among
curious  readers  and  researchers:  Where  is  Longman
Publishing  located?  This  query,  whi le  seemingly
straightforward,  leads  us  through  a  fascinating  journey  of
corporate  evolution,  geographic  shifts,  and  the  changing
landscape  of  the  publishing  industry.  Understanding  the
headquarters of this venerable institution provides more than just
an  address—it  offers  a  window  into  the  history  of  educational
publishing  itself.
The  search  for  Longman's  physical  location  is  not  merely  an
exercise in trivia. For authors seeking representation, institutions
looking to license materials, or historians tracing the lineage of

educational  resources,  pinpointing  the  precise  location  of
Longman  Publishing  is  a  practical  necessity.  Moreover,  the
answer reveals how a small London bookseller grew into a global
imprint, adapting to corporate mergers and the digital age while
retaining  its  iconic  brand  identity.  The  story  of  where  is
Longman Publishing located  is, in many ways, the story of
how knowledge itself has been packaged, sold, and distributed
over the last three centuries.
Longman's journey began in the heart of London and has since
expanded across continents. While its operational roots remain
anchored in the United Kingdom, its current official home is tied
to  one  of  the  world's  largest  educational  publishing
conglomerates. To fully appreciate the answer, we must explore
the  company's  historical  landmarks,  its  modern  corporate
structure,  and  the  implications  of  its  location  for  the  global
education market. By the end of this article, you will not only
know  the  specific  address  but  also  understand  the  rich  context
that makes that location significant.

THE HISTORICAL HEART: LONGMAN'S ORIGINS IN
LONDON
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The Birth of a Publishing
Empire in Paternoster Row
To  answer  the  question  of  where  is  Longman  Publishing
located today, we must first look to its origins. The company was
founded  in  1724  by  Thomas Longman,  who  purchased  the
business  of  William  Taylor,  a  bookseller  in  Paternoster  Row,
London. This street, located near St. Paul's Cathedral, was the
historic  center  of  the  London  book  trade.  It  was  here  that
Longman  first  established  itself,  publishing  works  by  literary
giants such as William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and
Sir  Walter  Scott.  The  original  location  at  the  Ship  Tavern  in
Paternoster  Row  became  a  meeting  place  for  writers,
intellectuals, and publishers, solidifying Longman's reputation as
a cornerstone of British literary culture.
For over two centuries, Paternoster Row remained the symbolic
and physical heart of Longman. The address was more than a
place  of  business;  it  was  a  brand  identifier.  When  people  asked
where is Longman Publishing located in the 18th and 19th
centuries, the answer was invariably "Paternoster Row, London."
This location allowed Longman to be at the center of the British
Enlightenment and the Romantic  movement,  publishing works
that  shaped the Western  canon.  The devastating  bombing of
Paternoster Row during the London Blitz in 1940 destroyed much
of  the  original  premises,  forcing  the  company  to  adapt  and
relocate in the post-war period. This tragic historical event marks

a key transition in the company's geographic story.

Relocation to Harlow and
the Rise of Educational
Publishing
After the destruction of its historic home, Longman underwent a
period of reorganization. In the mid-20th century, the company
moved much of its operational base to Harlow, Essex, a town
about 25 miles northeast of London. This relocation was part of a
broader  trend  in  British  publishing,  where  companies  moved
warehousing, distribution, and administrative functions outside of
expensive central London real estate. The Harlow site became
the nerve center for Longman's burgeoning educational division,
particularly its groundbreaking English Language Teaching (ELT)
materials.
During this period, Longman published seminal works like the
Longman  Dictionary  of  Contemporary  English  and  language
courses used by millions worldwide. For many in the education
sector during the 1960s through the 1990s, the answer to where
is Longman Publishing located shifted from central London to
Harlow. The Harlow campus included offices, a warehouse, and a
dedicated  team  of  editors,  lexicographers,  and  marketing
professionals.  This  location  served  as  the  company's  primary
base  for  several  decades,  during  which  Longman  became  a
dominant  force  in  global  ELT  publishing,  particularly  in  Asia,
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Africa, and Latin America.

THE MODERN ANSWER: LONGMAN UNDER THE
PEARSON UMBRELLA

Acquisition by Pearson PLC
and the Move to Central
London
The most significant corporate event in Longman's recent history
was  its  acquisition  by  Pearson PLC.  Pearson,  another  major
British publishing and education company, acquired Longman in
1968.  This  merger  created  the  world's  largest  educational
publishing company. As Pearson consolidated its operations, the
question of where is Longman Publishing located  became
more complex. Longman was no longer an independent entity but
an imprint within a vast corporate structure. Pearson continued to
operate the Harlow site for years, but eventually, the corporate
headquarters  for  Longman's  parent  company  moved  to  80
Strand, London, a prominent building on the north bank of the
River Thames.
Today, the official registered address for Longman as an imprint
of Pearson Education is located at 80 Strand, London, WC2R
0RL,  United  Kingdom.  This  is  the  answer  to  the  primary
question:  where  is  Longman  Publishing  located  in  a
corporate sense. The Strand location is a modern, purpose-built

office  that  houses  Pearson's  global  headquarters.  From  this
address, the editorial and business strategies for the Longman
brand  are  managed.  It  is  important  to  note  that  while  the
corporate office is in London, the imprint's operations are global,
with  editorial  teams  and  sales  offices  in  the  United  States,
Europe,  Asia,  and  the  Middle  East.

The Global Footprint:
Beyond the London
Headquarters
While the corporate answer to where is Longman Publishing
located points to London, the company's operational reach is far
wider.  Pearson  has  significant  hubs  in  New  York  City  (at  330
Hudson Street), Dubai, Hong Kong, and Chennai, India. These
offices  handle  different  aspects  of  Longman's  business.  For
example, editorial development for the North American market
may  be  led  from  New  York,  while  customer  support  and
technology development may be based in Chennai. The London
headquarters oversees the core brand identity, particularly for
the  UK  and  European  markets,  as  well  as  the  prestigious
dictionary and reference line.
For  English  language  teachers  in  Japan,  Brazil,  or  Spain,  the
practical  answer  to  where is Longham Publishing located
might  be  more  local—through  regional  offices  or  distribution
partners. Longman materials are now often accessed digitally,



4

4 Where Is Longman Publishing Located 2024-07-20

meaning the physical location of the publishing house matters
less than the quality and accessibility of its content. However, for
contractual and licensing purposes, the legal seat of the company
remains  firmly  in  London,  at  the  Pearson  Strand  address.  This
global-local  structure  allows  Longman  to  maintain  its  British
heritage while serving a truly international audience.

WHY THE ADDRESS MATTERS: CONTEXT AND
SIGNIFICANCE

Corporate Identity and
Brand Heritage
Knowing  where  is  Longman  Publishing  located  helps
contextualize  its  brand  identity.  A  London  address  carries
prestige in the world of English language teaching. It implies a
connection to the native origins of the language—British English.
For many educational institutions, particularly in Europe and the
Commonwealth,  a  London-based  publisher  signals  authority,
accuracy,  and  tradition.  Pearson  and  Longman  leverage  this
heritage extensively. The "Longman" name is often used as a
hallmark  of  quality,  particularly  for  dictionaries  and reference
materials. The location at 80 Strand, just a short walk from the
historic publishing districts of Fleet Street and Paternoster Row,
connects the modern corporation to its 300-year-old roots.
This geographic connection is a powerful marketing tool. When a
teacher picks up a Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English,

they are holding a product whose editorial lineage traces back to
the bookshops and printing presses of 18th-century London. The
location, therefore, is not just an address—it is a statement of
origin and quality. For authors and scholars, knowing where is
Longham Publishing located for submission guidelines often
leads them to London, reinforcing the city's status as a global
publishing capital.

Business Operations and
Logistics
From  a  business  perspective,  the  location  of  Longman's
headquarters  is  strategic.  London  is  a  global  financial  and
transportation hub. Being based there allows Pearson to attract
top talent from around the world, maintain close relationships
with other media and technology companies, and easily access
the European market. While the physical printing of books has
largely moved to other countries (such as the UK, Italy, or China),
the  editorial,  legal,  and  financial  operations  remain  in  London.
The Harlow site, which was once so central to operations, has
been  largely  scaled  down  or  repurposed  as  Pearson  has
centralised its London footprint.
For  customers  ordering  physical  books,  the  location  of  the
publishing house affects shipping and logistics. While most orders
are fulfilled by local distribution centers, the main warehouse and
supply chain management for the UK and Europe is coordinated
from the London headquarters.  Therefore,  when talking about
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where is  Longman Publishing located  for  the  purpose  of
ordering  or  returns,  customers  are  often  directed  to  regional
distribution partners rather than the London office. However, the
headquarters  remains  the  central  coordinating  point  for
inventory,  pricing,  and  rights  management.

Legal and Copyright
Considerations
The location of Longman Publishing also has legal implications. As
a British company, its intellectual property is governed by UK
copyright law. This is crucial for authors, translators, and other
publishers who enter into licensing agreements with Longman.
The  answer  to  where  is  Longman  Publishing  located
determines the jurisdiction for legal disputes, the enforcement of
copyright,  and  the  application  of  tax  laws.  For  international
partners, knowing that Longman operates under UK law provides
a stable and predictable legal environment. This legal certainty is
one reason why London remains a preferred location for major
publishing houses, despite the rise of digital media and remote
work.
Furthermore,  the  company's  location  influences  its  approach  to
digital publishing and copyright in the age of the internet. Being
based in a country with strong intellectual property protections
allows  Longman  to  invest  confidently  in  digital  platforms,  e-
books, and online learning tools. The London office houses teams
dedicated to product  development,  content  management,  and

digital rights. Thus, the physical location supports the company's
strategic direction in an increasingly online world.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

Is Longman Located in the
United States?
A  frequent  confusion  arises  because  Longman  materials  are
widely used in the United States and are often associated with
Pearson's U.S.  headquarters  in  New York.  Many educators
naturally  ask:  where  is  Longman  Publishing  located  in
America? The answer is that while Pearson has a major office at
330 Hudson Street in New York City, this is not the official home
of Longman. The Longman imprint is legally and historically a UK
entity. However, for practical purposes, many Longman products
sold in North America are developed and managed from the New
York  office.  This  dual  presence  can  cause  confusion,  but  the
canonical answer remains London. If you are sending a formal
legal notice or a contract, the London address is the correct one.

Does Longman Have a
Separate Office in
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Edinburgh or Other UK
Cities?
Historically, Longman had strong ties to Edinburgh through its
connections  with  Scottish  Enlightenment  writers,  but  it  never
maintained  a  separate  publishing  headquarters  there.  Today,
Pearson has small  offices in other UK cities, but none that serve
as  the  Longman  imprint's  headquarters.  The  core  answer  to
where is Longman Publishing located remains consistently in
London,  specifically  at  the  80  Strand  address.  Other  UK  offices
serve broader Pearson business units,  such as assessment or
higher  education,  and  do  not  directly  manage  the  Longman
brand.

HOW TO CONTACT LONGMAN PUBLISHING

Writing to the Correct
Address
If  you need to  write  to  Longman for  permissions,  manuscript
submissions, or customer service, it is essential to use the correct
contact  information.  Based  on  the  verified  answer  to  where  is
Longman  Publishing  located,  the  official  correspondence
address  is:

Longman Publishing
c/o Pearson Education
80 Strand
London
WC2R 0RL
United Kingdom


