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UNLOCKING CREATIVE THINKING WITH STORIES WITH
HOLES BY NATHAN LEVY

In an age where quick answers and instant gratification dominate
our daily lives, the art of deep, critical thinking often takes a back
seat.  Yet,  educators,  parents,  and  creative  professionals  are
constantly searching for tools that challenge the mind beyond
simple memorization. Enter Stories With Holes Nathan Levy
— a collection of lateral thinking puzzles that have captivated
audiences for decades. These are not your typical riddles or trivia
questions. Instead, they are cleverly constructed narratives that
contain  missing  pieces,  or  "holes,"  which  listeners  must  fill  by
asking yes-or-no questions. The result is a stimulating exercise in
logic,  imagination,  and  collaborative  problem-solving.  In  this
comprehensive guide, we will explore what makes Stories With
Holes  unique,  how  Nathan  Levy  developed  this  concept,  the
cognitive  benefits  of  playing  with  these  puzzles,  and  practical
ways to incorporate them into learning environments or family
game nights.

What Are Stories With
Holes?
At its  core,  a  "story with holes"  is  a  short,  puzzling scenario
presented to a group. The storyteller provides only the beginning
and the end — the twist is that the middle is missing. Participants
must ask questions to uncover the hidden details that explain
how the situation came to be. The storyteller can only answer
"yes," "no," or "irrelevant." This format forces players to think
laterally, connect seemingly unrelated clues, and challenge their
assumptions.  Nathan  Levy,  a  veteran  educator  and  author,
formalized these puzzles into a popular  series of  books titled
Stories With Holes. With over a million copies sold, his work has
become  a  staple  in  classrooms  and  homes  worldwide.  The
keyword Stories With Holes Nathan Levy refers specifically to
his branded puzzles, which are known for their clever twists and
age-appropriate challenges.

The Origin and Philosophy
of Nathan Levy's Approach
Nathan Levy is not just a puzzle creator; he is an educator who
spent years teaching gifted and talented students. He noticed
that  traditional  learning  often  rewarded  rote  memory  but
neglected  creative  problem-solving.  To  fill  this  gap,  he  began
developing  "thinking  activities"  that  required  students  to  ask
insightful questions rather than just give correct answers. The
idea  of  Stories  With  Holes  emerged  from  his  classroom
experiments.  Levy  realized  that  a  well-crafted  story  with  a
surprising ending could spark curiosity and encourage students to
think like detectives. His philosophy is simple: learning should be
fun,  interactive,  and  open-ended.  The  Stories  With  Holes
Nathan Levy series embodies this by turning passive listening
into an active quest for understanding. Each puzzle is designed to

be solved through collaboration, teaching patience, persistence,
and the value of diverse perspectives.

How to Play Stories With
Holes: A Step-by-Step
Guide
While the concept is straightforward, playing effectively requires
a bit of structure. Here is how a typical session works:

Step 1: The Setup — A facilitator (or "storyteller") reads
aloud a short story that ends with a puzzling statement. For
example: "A man walks into a bar and asks for a glass of
water. The bartender points a gun at him. The man says
'thank you' and leaves. What happened?"
Step 2: The Investigation — Players take turns asking
yes-or-no questions to gather clues. Questions like "Was
the bartender angry?" or "Did the man want water for
drinking?" help narrow down possibilities.
Step 3: The "Hole" Is Filled — Through deduction,
players eventually uncover the missing link: The man had
hiccups. The bartender scared him with the gun to cure the
hiccups, and the man thanked him.
Step 4: Reflection — After solving, discuss which
questions were most helpful and what assumptions had to
be abandoned.

The beauty of Stories With Holes Nathan Levy is that no two
playthroughs  are  identical.  The  same  puzzle  can  yield  different
pathways to the solution, depending on the group's creativity.
This flexibility makes the activity suitable for ages 8 to adult, with
versions available for various difficulty levels.

Why Stories With Holes Are
Powerful Learning Tools
Educators  and  psychologists  have  long  championed  lateral
thinking puzzles for  their  ability  to develop multiple cognitive
skills.  Let's  break  down  the  specific  benefits  that  make  the
Stories  With  Holes  Nathan  Levy  series  so  effective  in  both
academic  and  casual  settings.

ENHANCING CRITICAL THINKING AND DEDUCTIVE
REASONING

Each puzzle requires players to form hypotheses and test them
through  targeted  questions.  This  process  mirrors  the  scientific
method:  observe,  hypothesize,  experiment,  conclude.  When a
player asks "Is the man allergic to something?" and receives a
"no," they must pivot and consider new angles.  This iterative
reasoning  strengthens  mental  flexibility.  Over  time,  students
become more  adept  at  identifying  logical  inconsistencies  and
building  coherent  narratives  from  fragmentary  evidence.  The
puzzles also teach that the most obvious answer is often wrong
— a valuable lesson in avoiding cognitive biases.
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BOOSTING VOCABULARY AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Players  must  articulate  their  questions  clearly  and  precisely.
Vague queries like "Does the story involve a person?" are likely to
be answered "irrelevant" if the answer doesn't narrow down the
puzzle. To succeed, participants learn to use precise language:
"Did  the  man  enter  the  bar  because  he  was  thirsty?"  This
sharpens both verbal  expression and listening comprehension.
For  English  language  learners,  Stories  With  Holes  Nathan
Levy  offer  a  low-stress  environment  to  practice  question
formation  and  vocabulary  in  context.

PROMOTING COLLABORATIVE PROBLEM-SOLVING

These puzzles are best enjoyed in groups.  As players bounce
ideas  off  each  other,  they  learn  to  negotiate,  build  on  others'
suggestions,  and sometimes let  go of  their  own flawed theories.
This cooperative dynamic is especially valuable in classrooms,
where it fosters a sense of community and mutual respect. The
keyword Stories With Holes Nathan Levy is often searched by
teachers looking for icebreakers or team-building activities. The
puzzles  naturally  encourage  every  voice  to  be  heard  —
introverted  students  can  shine  through  thoughtful  questions,
while extroverts learn to listen more carefully.

BUILDING PERSISTENCE AND TOLERANCE FOR AMBIGUITY

Many puzzles are not solved quickly. Some may take 20 minutes
or more. This slow-burn process teaches patience and the value
of  sustained  effort.  In  an  era  of  instant  answers,  sitting  with
uncertainty is  a skill  that  needs cultivation.  When players finally
connect the dots, the sense of accomplishment is immense. The
dopamine  hit  of  solving  a  tricky  puzzle  reinforces  a  growth
mindset: "I can figure this out if I keep trying."

Popular Examples from the
Stories With Holes Series
To give you a taste of what to expect, here are a few classic
puzzles  from  Nathan  Levy's  collections.  Remember:  only  the
storyteller  knows  the  hidden  explanation.  Try  to  solve  them
yourself!

The Elevator Puzzle: A man lives on the 10th floor. Every1.
morning, he takes the elevator down to the ground floor
and goes to work. In the evening, he returns, takes the
elevator to the 7th floor, and walks up the remaining three
flights. Why? (Answer: The man is a dwarf and can only
reach the button for the 7th floor.)
The Hiccup Cure: As described earlier, the man with2.
hiccups is cured by a sudden fright.
The Funeral Procession: A woman sees a man in a black3.
suit at her mother's funeral. She instantly falls in love and
wants to meet him. But he leaves without speaking. She
later kills her sister. Why? (Answer: She hopes the man will
appear at her sister's funeral so she can meet him. This
darker puzzle is for older audiences.)

These examples illustrate the three key elements of a good Story
With Holes: a relatable setting, a surprising twist, and a logical (if
unconventional) explanation. The Stories With Holes Nathan
Levy  books contain hundreds of such puzzles, categorized by
difficulty and theme.

How to Choose the Right
Stories With Holes for Your
Group
Nathan Levy's series includes multiple volumes, from "Vol. 1" to
"Vol. 7" and beyond, plus themed editions like "More Stories With
Holes" and "Stories With Holes for Kids." When selecting a puzzle,
consider the following factors:

Age Appropriateness: Some puzzles involve adult
themes (e.g., death, romance) while others are purely
whimsical. The "for Kids" edition is clean and fun for
elementary to middle school.
Group Size: In a large class, you might split into small
groups, each with a facilitator. For a family game night, 4-8
players is ideal.
Time Available: Some puzzles can be solved in 5 minutes;
others take 15-20. Beginners should start with simpler ones
to build confidence.
Purpose: Are you using this as a warm-up, a reward, or a
full lesson? The flexibility of Stories With Holes Nathan
Levy allows you to tailor the experience.

Integrating Stories With
Holes into the Classroom:
Practical Tips
Teachers around the world have adopted these puzzles as part of
their critical thinking curriculum. Here are actionable strategies:

Morning Meeting Activity: Start the day with a quick
puzzle to wake up the brain. Have students volunteer to
ask the first few questions.
ESL/EFL Lessons: Use puzzles to practice question forms.
Write a few "yes/no" question frames on the board for
support.
Gifted and Talented Programs: Challenge advanced
students by having them create their own Stories With
Holes. This deepens their understanding of narrative
structure.
Team-Building Workshops: Use puzzles in corporate
training to improve communication and lateral thinking.
The keyword Stories With Holes Nathan Levy appears
in many professional development blogs.

Common Pitfalls and How
to Avoid Them
Even seasoned facilitators sometimes face challenges. Here are
solutions to common issues:

Players asking irrelevant questions repeatedly: Set a
rule: after three "irrelevant" answers, the player must think
of a new direction.
One dominant person solving too quickly: Encourage
"round-robin" questioning where everyone gets a turn. If
someone guesses the solution early, have them whisper it
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to the facilitator to confirm before announcing.
Frustration if the puzzle seems impossible: Give a
gentle hint, such as "Think about the character's height" for
the elevator puzzle.

Where to Find Stories With
Holes by Nathan Levy
The  books  are  widely  available  through  online  retailers  like
Amazon, as well as educational supply stores. Many libraries also
carry them. Some digital versions exist, but the physical books
are  popular  because  they  allow  for  easy  random  selection.
Additionally, there are free online resources where teachers have
shared their favorite puzzles, but buying the official Stories With
Holes Nathan Levy series ensures quality and variety. Levy also
offers  a  "Stories  With  Holes"  app  for  mobile  devices,  making  it

convenient to play on the go.

Conclusion: The Lasting
Impact of a Good Puzzle
Nathan Levy's Stories With Holes have stood the test of time
because they tap into something fundamental:  our love for  a
good mystery. They remind us that the journey to an answer can
be as rewarding as the answer itself. Whether you are a teacher
looking to ignite curiosity in your students, a parent wanting to
engage your  children  without  screens,  or  an  adult  seeking  a
mental  workout,  these  puzzles  offer  a  delightful  challenge.  In  a
world that often prizes speed over depth, Stories With Holes
Nathan Levy teach us to slow down, ask better questions, and
enjoy the process of discovery. So gather your friends, open a
book,  and  start  filling  those  holes  —  you  never  know  what
surprising  connections  you  might  uncover.


