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Losing a smartphone is
a sinking feeling we all
dread. Whether it slips
out of a pocket, is left
in a taxi, or
unfortunately gets
stolen, the loss of a
device that holds your
contacts, photos,
banking apps, and
personal data can be
devastating.

Fortunately, Apple
provides a powerful
and free tool that can
turn a potential
disaster into a
manageable situation:

Find My iPhone. This
feature is not just
about locating your
device on a map; it's a
comprehensive
security suite that
helps you protect your
data, track your
device's location, and
even remotely erase its
contents if necessary.

But knowing about Find
My iPhone is only half
the battle. The real
question is: How to
setup Find My
iPhone correctly so
that it works when you
need it most? Too
many people either
skip the setup process
during initial device
configuration or disable
certain settings without


https://www.strongadvocates.com/

realizing the
consequences. Setting
up Find My iPhone is a
straightforward
process, but it involves
several critical steps
and understanding how
the feature interacts
with iCloud, your Apple
ID, and Apple’s
network of devices.

In this comprehensive
guide, you will learn
everything you need to
know about how to
setup Find My
iPhone on your
device. We'll cover the
standard method, how
to enable it on different
iOS versions, what to
do if you skipped it
initially, and how to
ensure that all the
complementary

features—such as
Activation Lock and
Send Last
Location—are active.
By the end of this
article, you’'ll have a
fully protected iPhone

and peace of mind.

WHAT EXACTLY IS
FIND MY IPHONE?

Before diving into the
setup process, it's
helpful to understand
the full scope of Find
My iPhone. This service
is part of Apple’s
broader Find My
network, which also
includes Find My iPad,
Find My iPod touch,
Find My Mac, and Find
My AirPods. The core
functionality allows you
to:

e Locate your
device on a map
with GPS
accuracy.

e Play a sound on
the device even
if it is in silent
mode.

e Activate Lost
Mode to lock the
device remotely,
display a custom
message, and
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track its
movement.

* Remotely erase
all data to
prevent
unauthorized
access.

e Activation Lock
- perhaps the
most important
security feature -
which ties your
device to your
Apple ID. Even if
someone wipes
the device, they
cannot activate it
without your
Apple ID and
password.

All of these capabilities
rely on a proper initial
setup. If Find My
iPhone is not enabled,
you lose every one of
these protective
measures. That's why
mastering how to
setup Find My
iPhone is essential for
every iPhone user.

PREREQUISITES
FOR SETTING UP
FIND MY IPHONE

Before you begin,
ensure you meet these
requirements:

e An Apple ID -
You need an
Apple account to
sign in to iCloud.
If you don’t have
one, create it
during setup.

¢ Internet
connection -
Either Wi-Fi or
cellular data is
required for the
initial setup and
for the feature to
work later.

e Location
Services
enabled - Find
My iPhone relies
on GPS and Wi-Fi
positioning.
Location Services
must be turned
on for the device.

¢ iCloud account



signed in - On
your iPhone, go
to Settings >
[your name] >
iCloud and
ensure you are
logged in.

Most of these are
standard during a new
iPhone activation.
However, if you bought
a used iPhone or are
helping someone else
set up their device,
double-check these
basics before
proceeding with how
to setup Find My
iPhone.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
SETUP FIND MY
IPHONE

Follow these
instructions carefully.
The steps are
essentially the same
for i0OS 13 and later,
with minor variations in
menu names for older

versions.

Step 1:
Open
Settings

On your iPhone’s home
screen, tap the
Settings app (the gear
icon).

Step 2:
Tap Your
Name
(Apple ID)

At the top of the
Settings menu, you will
see your name and
Apple ID profile picture.
Tap it to access your
Apple ID settings.
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Step 3:

Select

"Find My"

In the Apple ID menu,
scroll down and tap
Find My. This option
may be listed as “Find
My iPhone” on some
older iOS versions.

Step 4.
Tap "Find
My
IPhone"

Inside the Find My
menu, you will see a
toggle switch next to
Find My iPhone. Tap
it to turn it on. The
toggle will turn green
when enabled.

Step 5:
Enable
"Find My
Network"
(Importan
t)

Below the main Find
My iPhone toggle,
there is an option
called Find My
Network. This allows
your iPhone to be
located even when it is
offline (not connected
to Wi-Fi or cellular) by
using the Bluetooth
signals of other Apple
devices nearby. Apple

calls this a
crowdsourced network.
It is strongly

recommended that you
enable this feature.
Toggle it to ON.



Step 6:
Turn On
"Send
Last
Location"”

Another critical toggle
is Send Last
Location. When
enabled, your iPhone
will automatically send
its location to Apple
when the battery
reaches a critically low
level, before it shuts
down. This gives you a
chance to see where it
was last located, even
after the battery dies.
Switch this on as well.

Step 7:

Verify
Activation
Lock

Once Find My iPhone is
turned on, Activation
Lock is automatically
enabled. To check, go
back to the main Find
My settings page. You
should see a note that
says “Activation Lock is
ON.” This means your
device is linked to your
Apple ID, and anyone
trying to erase or
reactivate it will need
your credentials.

That's it. You have now
successfully completed
how to setup Find
My iPhone. However,
there are a few more
steps to ensure
everything is working
optimally.
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YOU SKIPPEDPITIONA|

RECOMMENDED:
ADD TRUSTED

PHONE NUMBERS

If you ever need to use
Find My iPhone from
another device (like a
friend's phone or a
public computer), you
may need to verify
your identity using
two-factor

authentication. To
ensure you don’t get
locked out of your own
account, add a trusted
phone number. Go to
Settings > [your
name] > Password &
Security and add a
phone number that can
receive SMS or calls.
This is not directly part
of how to setup Find
My iPhone, but it's a
crucial security
companion.

HOW TO SETUP
FIND MY IPHONE IF

DURING INITIAL
SETUP

Many new iPhone
owners rush through
the initial setup

process and may skip
or postpone enabling
Find My iPhone. Don’t
worry - you can enable
it later at any time
using the steps above.
The only difference is
that you may not have
an iCloud account
signed in. In that case:

1. Go to Settings.

2. Tap Sign in to
your iPhone (if
you see it at the
top).

3. Enter your Apple
ID and password,
or create a new
one.

4. Then follow the
previous step-by-
step guide.

It's never too late to
set it up, but the



sooner you do, the
better protected you
are.

HOW TO CHECK IF
FIND MY IPHONE IS
ALREADY ACTIVE

If you're buying a used
iPhone or want to
verify your own
device’'s status, you
can check whether
Find My iPhone is
turned on without
going through the full
settings menu:

e Open Settings.
e Tap Privacy &
Security (or
Privacy in older

i0S).

e Tap Location
Services.

¢ Scroll down to
System
Services and
look for Find My
iPhone. If it's
listed there with
location access
granted, it’s

likely enabled.

But the most reliable
way is to go directly to
Settings > [your
name] > Find My and
check the toggle.

COMMON ISSUES
WHEN SETTING UP
FIND MY IPHONE

Even with a clear guide
on how to setup Find
My iPhone, you might
encounter some
obstacles. Here are the
most frequent ones
and how to solve them:

“Find My
IPhone”
Toggle Is
Grayed

8 How To Setup Find My Iphone 2022-12-23



How To Setup Find My Iphone 9

Out

This usually happens if
you have parental
controls or Screen
Time restrictions
enabled. To fix it:

e Go to Settings
> Screen Time.

e Tap Content &
Privacy
Restrictions.

e Enter your
Screen Time
passcode if
prompted.

e Tap Location
Services and
ensure it is set to
“Allow Changes.”

e Also check that
Share My
Location is not
restricted.

Unable to

Sign in to
ICloud

If you've forgotten your
Apple ID password, you
cannot set up Find My
iPhone until you reset
it. Visit
iforgot.apple.com to
recover your account.

Device
Already
Linked to
Another
Apple ID

If you own a second-
hand iPhone that still
shows the previous
owner's Apple ID, you
must ask the previous
owner to remove the
device from their


https://iforgot.apple.com

account before you can
set up Find My iPhone
with your own ID. This
iS a security measure
to prevent theft. The
previous owner can do
this by going to
iCloud.com > Find
iPhone > All Devices
> [Your Device] >
Remove from
Account.

HOW TO USE FIND
MY IPHONE AFTER
SETUP

Now that you know
how to setup Find
My iPhone, it's
equally important to
know how to access it
when you need it. You
have two primary
ways:

Using
Find My
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App on
Another
Apple
Device

If you own another
Apple device (iPad,
Mac, or another
iPhone), you can open
the Find My app, sign
in with the same Apple
ID, and select the
“Devices” tab. You will
see the location of your
lost iPhone on a map.

Using
ICloud.co
m

From any web browser
on a computer or
friend’s phone, go to
iCloud.com/find. Sign
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in with your Apple ID
and password (and
complete two-factor
authentication if
enabled). You will then
have access to the full
set of Find My iPhone
features.

MAXIMIZING YOUR
PROTECTION:
ADDITIONAL TIPS

Setting up Find My
iPhone is the first step.
Here are a few
advanced practices to
enhance your security:

e Family Sharing:
If you have a
family, set up
Family Sharing
so that family
members can
help locate each
other’s devices.
The family
organizer can
see all family
devices in the
Find My app.

* Use a strong

Apple ID
password and
enable two-factor
authentication.
Without these,
even Find My
iPhone is
vulnerable.

» Keep your
device
updated: Apple
regularly
improves the
Find My network
in i0S updates.
Always run the
latest version.

e Practice using
Lost Mode:
Before a real
emergency, go to
iCloud.com and
try the “Lost
Mode” option (on
an old device you
don’t use
anymore) to see
how it works.

WHAT IF YOU
ALREADY SOLD OR
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IPHONE?

If you have already
parted with vyour
device but forgot to
disable Find My iPhone,
you can still remove it
remotely. Go to
iCloud.com/find,

select the device, and
click “Remove from
Account.” This disables
Activation Lock for the
new owner. Without
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this step, GAVEAWAY YOUR
remains locked to your

Apple ID, and the new

owner cannot use it.

Always do this before

selling.

CONCLUSION

Knowing how to
setup Find My
iPhone is one of the
most valuable skills
any iPhone owner can
learn. The process
takes less than
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