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Army Weapons
Qualification Card

UNDERSTANDING THE ARMY
WEAPONS QUALIFICATION CARD:
A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

The Army Weapons Qualification
Card is more than just a piece of
laminated paper; it is a vital record of a
soldier's proficiency with various weapon
systems. For anyone serving in the U.S.
Army, or supporting those who do, this
card represents a tangible measure of
readiness, discipline, and skill. Whether
you are a new recruit learning the basics
or a seasoned non-commissioned officer
tracking your squad's performance,
understanding the nuances of the
weapons qualification card is essential.
This guide explores what the card is,
why it matters, how it is earned, and
what each code and entry means for a
soldier's career and deployment
readiness.

What Exactly is
an Army
Weapons
Qualification
Card?

The Army Weapons Qualification
Card, often referred to as DA Form
3595-R or simply a "qual card," is an

official Department of the Army
document that records a soldier's
qualification scores for individual and
crew-served weapons. It serves as a
permanent record of a soldier's
demonstrated ability to engage targets
accurately and safely under prescribed
conditions. This card accompanies a
soldier throughout their service, with
updates made each time they qualify or
re-qualify on a weapon platform such as
the M4 carbine, M16 rifle, M9 pistol,
M249 squad automatic weapon (SAW),
M240 machine gun, and others.

The card typically contains essential
data points including the soldier's name,
rank, unit, date of qualification, weapon
type, range used, firing conditions (day
or night, supported or unsupported), and
the final score and rating. The rating
categories are universally known:
Expert, Sharpshooter, and Marksman.
Achieving a higher rating can positively
impact a soldier's promotion points,
assignment opportunities, and
professional reputation.

Why the
Weapons
Qualification
Card Matters

For the modern soldier, the Army
Weapons Qualification Card is a
critical component of overall readiness.
It is not merely a bureaucratic formality.
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Here are the primary reasons why this
card holds such significance:

e Combat Readiness: The card is a
direct indicator that a soldier can
handle and effectively use their
assigned weapon in a combat
scenario. It ensures that every
deployable individual meets the
minimum standard of
marksmanship.

e Career Progression: In many
units, a current qualification card
is required for promotion boards,
professional military education
(PME) courses, and special duty
assignments. Failing to maintain
qualification can stall a career.

e Unit Accountability:
Commanders rely on qualification
records to assess the overall
fighting strength of their unit. A
unit with a high percentage of
Expert and Sharpshooter ratings is
generally considered more
combat-ready.

* Legal and Administrative
Requirement: The card serves as
an official record for training
history. It is often reviewed during
inspections, command climate
surveys, and annual training
briefs.

e Personal Pride: Earning an
Expert badge and having that
reflected on the card is a source of
personal achievement and respect
among peers.

Common
Weapons

Recorded on the
Qualification
Card

While the Army Weapons
Qualification Card can accommodate a
wide variety of weapon systems, certain
firearms are more commonly
encountered. The card typically includes
blocks for the following:

INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS

e M4/M4A1 Carbine: The standard
issue rifle for most soldiers.
Qualification on this weapon is
mandatory for nearly all personnel.

e M16 Series Rifle: Still used in
some training environments and
by specific units, though being
phased out by the M4.

e M9 and M17/M18 Pistols: The
standard sidearm for officers,
military police, and soldiers whose
primary duty requires a compact
weapon.

e M249 SAW: A light machine gun
used by automatic riflemen in
infantry and support units.

CREW-SERVED WEAPONS

e M240B Machine Gun: A medium
machine gun used in ground
mounts and vehicle platforms.

e M2 .50 Caliber Machine Gun: A
heavy machine gun used for anti-
materiel and long-range
suppression.

* MK19 Grenade Launcher: An
automatic grenade launcher
providing high explosive firepower.

e Mk 47 Striker: An advanced
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grenade launcher system used by
special operations forces.

Each weapon system has its own
qualification standards, range cards, and
scoring tables. The card captures the
specific course used, the total hits, and
the corresponding rating.

How to Read an
Army Weapons
Qualification
Card

Understanding the information on the
Army Weapons Qualification Card is
straightforward once you know what
each section represents. Although the
exact layout may vary slightly
depending on the version of the form,
most cards contain these key elements:

* Header Section: Soldier's name,
rank, social security number (now
masked or replaced by EDIPI), unit,
and unit identification code (UIC).

* Weapon Record Blocks: For
each weapon, there is a row or
block that includes the weapon
type, date of qualification, range
name and course, condition
(day/night,
supported/unsupported, with or
without optics), total hits/score,
and the rating (Expert,
Sharpshooter, Marksman).

e Signature and Authentication:
The card must be signed by the
soldier and usually by a certifying
official (range officer, NCO, or
commander).

e Remarks Section: Used for notes

such as "Initial Qual," "Requal,"
"Weapon malfunction," or "Fired
with iron sights."

A soldier should verify that all entries are
accurate and legible before the card is
filed or stored. Any discrepancies should
be immediately addressed with the
unit's training room personnel.

The Qualification
Process: From
Range to Card

Earning a qualification score that
appears on the Army Weapons
Qualification Card involves a
structured and rigorous process. It is not
simply about shooting; it is about
demonstrating safe handling, proper
technique, and consistent accuracy
under timed conditions.

1. Pre-Range Training: Soldiers
must complete classroom
instruction on weapon safety,
malfunction clearing, and proper
firing fundamentals. This is
followed by dry-fire drills and often
a preliminary live-fire practice.

2. Zeroing the Weapon: Before the
record fire, soldiers "zero" their
weapon to ensure the point of aim
matches the point of impact at a
specified distance (typically 25
meters for the M4).

3. Record Fire: The actual
qualification event. Soldiers
engage targets at varying
distances (50 to 300 meters) and
in different positions (prone,
kneeling, standing). Some courses
include moving targets and night
fire using night vision devices or



infrared lasers.

4. Scoring: Each hit is recorded. The
total score determines the rating.
For the M4, the typical thresholds
are:

o Expert: 36-40 hits (out of 40)
o Sharpshooter: 30-35 hits

o Marksman: 23-29 hits

o Unqualified: Below 23 hits

5. Card Completion: After the
scores are verified, the Army
Weapons Qualification Card is
filled out, signed, and issued to the
soldier. The data is also entered
into the Army's digital training
management systems.

Qualification is not a one-time event.
Most weapons require annual re-
qualification, though some units may
require more frequent training. Soldiers
who deploy or are assigned to combat
roles may need to qualify before and
after deployment.

Maintaining and
Safeqguarding
Your
Qualification
Card

The Army Weapons Qualification
Card is a valuable document that should
be treated with care. Losing it can cause
administrative headaches, especially if a
deployment or promotion board is
imminent. Here are some best practices
for maintaining your card:

e Keep it in a secure place: Many
soldiers carry their card in their ID

card holder or in a sealed,
waterproof pouch along with their
Common Access Card (CAC). Avoid
folding or laminating it if possible,
as some range facilities require
the original card for updates.

* Make a digital copy: Scan or
take a high-resolution photo of the
card and store it in a secure digital
location, such as an encrypted
email or a personal cloud drive
with multi-factor authentication.

e Check for errors: After each
qualification, review the entries for
misspellings, incorrect weapon
models, or wrong dates. An error
can affect your official record.

e Report loss immediately: If the
card is lost, report it to your unit's
training NCO. A replacement can
be generated from the digital
record, but it requires time and
administrative action.

Common
Challenges and
Misconceptions

Even experienced soldiers sometimes
misunderstand aspects of the Army
Weapons Qualification Card. Here are
a few common challenges and
clarifications:

e Misconception: "Qualification
only matters for infantry.” In
reality, most military occupational
specialties (MOS) require annual
qualification on a primary weapon.
A cook, a medic, and a signal
soldier all need to qualify just as
much as an infantryman.

e Challenge: "My card says
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‘Marksman' but 1 know | shot
better." Range conditions,
weapon zero issues, or scoring
errors can occur. Soldiers should
always double-check their score
before signing. A formal appeal
can be made within the unit if
evidence supports a different
score.

e Challenge: "I have multiple
cards from different units."
Ideally, a soldier should have only
one current qualification card that
is updated over time. If you have
multiple cards, consolidate them
through your training room to
ensure the most recent records
are accurate.

e Misconception: "A night fire
qualification is separate from
day qualification." While night
fire is a separate event, the
qualification card often includes a
line for night qualification under
the same weapon system. Some
units require both day and night
qualification for full readiness
status.

Digital Transition
and the Future of
Qualification
Records

While the physical Army Weapons
Qualification Card remains in
widespread use, the Army is
progressively moving toward digital
training records. Systems like the Digital
Training Management System (DTMS)

and the Army Training Information
System (ATIS) now store qualification
data electronically. This means that even
if a soldier loses their physical card, the
official record can be retrieved and a
new card issued.

However, the physical card is still
required for many field exercises, range
operations, and unit-level inspections.
The dual system—paper and
digital—ensures redundancy and
accountability. Soldiers should be
familiar with both formats and ensure
that their digital record matches the
physical card exactly.

The transition also brings improvements
in data accuracy. Digital systems can
automatically validate scores, reduce
human error in transcribing numbers,
and provide commanders with real-time
snapshots of unit marksmanship
readiness.

Conclusion

The Army Weapons Qualification
Card is a cornerstone of military
professionalism and readiness. It
captures a soldier's ability to employ
lethal force accurately and safely, which
is the foundation of every service
member's duty. Whether you are
preparing for your first qualification or
managing a unit's training records,
understanding this card's purpose,
format, and significance empowers you
to take your marksmanship seriously.
More than just a score sheet, it is a
symbol of commitment to the warrior
ethos and the standard of excellence
expected of every soldier in the United
States Army. Handle it with care, verify
its accuracy, and take pride in what it
represents.



