
Second American Civil War Scenarios 1

Second American
Civil War Scenarios

Second
American
Civil War
Scenarios

Downloaded from
www.strongadvocates.com

by Nelson & Braedon

UNDERSTANDING
THE
CONTEMPORARY
DISCOURSE
AROUND
NATIONAL
FRAGMENTATION

The  phrase  Second
American  Civil  War
scenarios  has  moved
from  the  fringes  of
political discussion into
m a i n s t r e a m
conversat ion.  For
m a n y ,  i t  e v o k e s
dystopian  imagery  of
barricaded streets and
divided  loyalties.  For
others, it  represents a
genuine concern about

t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f
democratic institutions.
Whi le  a  fu l l - sca le
conflict  on  the  scale  of
1861 remains unlikely,
the  proliferation  of
t h e s e  s c e n a r i o s
reflects  deep,
unresolved  tensions
wi th in  the  Un i ted
States.  This  article
explores  the  most
commonly  discussed
Second  American
Civil  War  scenarios,
examining  their  roots,
plausibility,  and  the
underlying  fractures
that make them a topic
o f  ser ious  debate
a m o n g  p o l i t i c a l
scientists  and security
analysts.
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The
Foundatio
n of
Modern
Instability
To  understand  why
Second  American
Civil  War  scenarios
are  taken  seriously,
one  must  first
acknow ledge  the
eros ion  o f  shared
national  identity.  The
Uni ted  States  has
always  been  a  nation
of  factions,  but  the
current  era  is  marked
b y  a  c o l l a p s e  o f
c o m m o n  f a c t u a l
g r o u n d .  M e d i a
ecosystems operate in
s i los ,  re in forc ing
divergent realities. This
e p i s t e m i c
fragmentation  means

that  a  single  event,
such  as  a  contested
election or a Supreme
Court  ruling,  can  be
interpreted in radically
opposite  ways.  This
sets the stage for low-
grade  conflict  to
e s c a l a t e .  T h e
discussion  of  Second
American  Civil  War
scenarios is not solely
about military action; it
includes  economic
s a b o t a g e ,  c y b e r
w a r f a r e ,  a n d  t h e
breakdown  of  local
governance.

SCENARIO ONE:
THE
ACCELERATIONIST
COLLAPSE

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
discussed  Second
American  Civil  War
scenarios  involves  a
deliberate  strategy  by
fringe groups known as
accelerationism.  The
premise is that certain
ideological  factions
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believe  the  current
s y s t e m  i s
irredeemable.  Their
goal  is  to  provoke  a
crisis  so  severe  that
the  existing  structure
collapses,  allowing  for
a new order to be built
from the ashes. In this
scenario,  violence  is
not a byproduct but a
tool.

Targeted
Provocations:
Small cells might
attack critical
infrastructure
such as power
grids, water
supplies, or
transportation
hubs. The goal is
to create
localized chaos
that forces a
heavy-handed
federal response.
Exploitation of
Response:
Accelerationists
anticipate that a
clumsy or

aggressive
government
reaction will
alienate
moderate
citizens, driving
them toward
radical positions.
Media
Amplification:
Every skirmish is
documented and
broadcast,
creating a
feedback loop of
outrage and fear.
This accelerates
the very
polarization that
makes Second
American Civil
War scenarios
plausible.

Experts  argue  that
while  accelerationism
is  a  real  ideology,  its
ability to trigger a full
civil war is limited. The
Uni ted  States  has
robust institutions and
a  large,  general ly
apathetic middle class.
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However,  the  damage
such  groups  could
inflict  in  terms  of
economic  disruption
and social trust should
not be underestimated.
I n  th i s  ve r s i on  o f
events,  the  conflict  is
not a war of armies but
a  war  o f  a t t r i t i on
against civic order.

SCENARIO TWO:
THE SECESSIONIST
PATCHWORK

Another  category  of
Second  American
Civil  War  scenarios
r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d
regional  secession.
Unlike  the  first  civil
w a r ,  w h i c h  w a s
primarily a North-South
divide over slavery and
states'  rights,  modern
s e c e s s i o n i s t
movements are diverse
a n d  o f t e n
contradictory.  The
Pacific  Northwest's
Cascadia  movement,
the independent streak

in  Texas,  and  even
c a l l s  f o r  a  n e w
federation in California
are not unified.

The
Texas
Model
Texas  has  the  most
organized  secessionist
rhetoric,  rooted  in  its
h i s t o r y  a s  a n
independent  republic.
Supporters of  a Texas
e x i t  o f t e n  c i t e
e c o n o m i c  s e l f -
sufficiency and cultural
divergence. In a severe
crisis,  Texas  could
theoretically  declare
i n d e p e n d e n c e .
However, the legal and
logistical  barriers  are
immense.  The  U.S.
Constitution  does  not
provide  a  mechanism
for secession, and the
Supreme Court settled
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this matter in Texas v.
White  (1869),  ruling
that  states  cannot
unilaterally  leave  the
Union.  Any  attempt
would  be  met  with
federal  opposition,
l i k e l y  e c o n o m i c
blockade  and  legal
challenges, before any
military action.

Urban vs.
Rural
Regionali
sm
More  realistic  than
state-level secession is
the  fragmentation  of
states  themselves.
California, Oregon, and
New  York  are  deeply
divided between liberal
urban  centers  and
conservative  rural
areas.  Some  Second
American  Civil  War

scenarios hypothesize
tha t  s ta tes  cou ld
internally  fracture.  A
county  in  eastern
Oregon  might  declare
itself a "Greater Idaho"
and seek to join a more
conservative  state.
T h i s  c r e a t e s  a
patchwork  of  loyalties
rather  than  a  clean
border.  Such  a  conflict
w o u l d  b e  m e s s y ,
charac te r i zed  by
standoffs  between
local  sheriffs  and  state
police,  rather  than
p i t c h e d  b a t t l e s
between  uniformed
armies.

SCENARIO THREE:
THE MILITIA
INSURGENCY

A third common thread
in  Second  American
Civil  War  scenarios
involves  the  rise  of
o rgan ized  mi l i t i a
m o v e m e n t s .  T h e
United  States  has  a
long  history  of  armed
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citizen  groups,  from
the  Minutemen  to
m o d e r n  a n t i -
government militias. In
a  scena r i o  where
federal  authority  is
p e r c e i v e d  a s
il legitimate,  these
groups could form the
n u c l e u s  o f  a
w i d e s p r e a d
insurgency.

Target1.
Selection:
Militias would
likely target
federal
installations in
rural areas:
national forests,
Bureau of Land
Management
offices, and
border patrol
stations.
Supply Chains:2.
They would rely
on local support
networks,
making it difficult
for federal forces
to operate

without
alienating the
local population.
Symbiosis with3.
Law
Enforcement: In
some counties,
local sheriffs are
sympathetic to
militia causes.
This would create
a situation where
federal agents
cannot rely on
local
cooperation,
effectively
creating "no-go"
zones.

This  scenario  shares
characteristics  with
coun te r i n su rgency
operations  seen  in
other  countries.  The
U.S. military is trained
f o r  c o n v e n t i o n a l
w a r f a r e  a n d
peacekeeping  abroad,
b u t  a  d o m e s t i c
insurgency  would
present  unique  legal
and ethical challenges.
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The  Posse  Comitatus
A c t  r e s t r i c t s  t h e
military from engaging
i n  d o m e s t i c  l a w
enforcement,  meaning
the  primary  response
would  fall  on  the  FBI,
D H S ,  a n d  s t a t e
national  guards,  units
which  are  themselves
divided  in  loyalty.
Many  o f  t he  mos t
c h i l l i n g  S e c o n d
American  Civil  War
scenarios  involve  a
fractured  mi l i tary
where  units  refuse
orders  or  defect  to
local  factions.

SCENARIO FOUR:
THE ECONOMIC
CASCADING
FAILURE

N o t  a l l  S e c o n d
American  Civil  War
scenarios begin with a
political  argument.
Some  start  with  an
economic  tr igger.
Imagine  a  scenario
where  hyperinflation,  a

collapse  of  the  dollar,
or a severe depression
erodes  faith  in  the
federal  government.
When  people  cannot
feed  their  families  or
access  basic  goods,
loyalty  to  abstract
na t iona l  i den t i t y
weakens.

Resource
Wars
Water  rights  in  the
Colorado  River  basin,
cont ro l  o f  energy
infrastructure  in  the
Permian  Basin,  and
food  d i s t r ibu t ion
n e t w o r k s  i n  t h e
Midwest could become
flashpoints.  In  this
version,  the  conflict  is
not about ideology but
survival.  Regions  rich
in resources might try
to  hoard  them,  while
poorer regions attempt
to  seize  them.  This
economic  col lapse
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model is often cited by
analysts  who  believe
t h a t  S e c o n d
American  Civil  War
scenarios  are  more
likely to emerge from a
prolonged crisis than a
single political event.

The Role
of
Foreign
Adversari
es
Foreign  powers  could
exacerbate  economic
instabi l i ty .  Cyber
attacks on the financial
system,  disinformation
campaigns  targeting
racial  and  political
divides,  and  covert
support  for  separatist
movements  are  tools
already  in  use.  While
no foreign power could

single-handedly  cause
a civil war, they could
accelerate  existing
trends.  This  is  where
Second  American
Civil  War  scenarios
i n t e r s e c t  w i t h
international  security.
A  weakened  United
States  would  have
cascading  effects  on
global alliances, trade,
and military posture.

WHY FULL-SCALE
NATIONAL
CONFLICT
REMAINS
DIFFICULT TO
ACHIEVE

D e s p i t e  t h e
seriousness with which
Second  American
Civil  War  scenarios
are  discussed,  there
are  powerful  reasons
why a true civil war is
unlikely. The first is the
s h e e r
interconnectedness  of
modern  America.  The
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power  grid,  financial
system,  and  supply
chains  are  national  in
scope. Secession would
b e  e c o n o m i c a l l y
ruinous  for  everyone.
U n l i k e  1 8 6 1 ,  t h e
economies  of  different
regions  are  deeply
intertwined.  A  state
that  seceded  would
find  its  banks  cut  off,
its  trade blocked,  and
its citizens stranded.
Second,  the  military
and  law  enforcement

c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e
professional and sworn
to  the  Constitution.
While individual loyalty
may vary, the chain of
c o m m a n d  a n d
institutional culture are
strongly  opposed  to
internal  conflict.  The
mil i tary  has  spent
decades  planning  for
external  threats,  not
internal  ones.  Many
discussions of Second
American  Civil  War
scenarios


