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INTRODUCTION:
WHO WAS
MICHAEL
JACKSON?

Have you ever heard a
song that makes you
want to get up and
dance? Or seen a
music video with
amazing special effects
and a story like a
movie? That is the
magic of Michael
Jackson, one of the
most famous
entertainers in history.
For kids today, he is
still a superstar whose
music, dance moves,
and unique style
inspire new

generations. This
Michael Jackson
biography for kids
will take you on a
journey through his
life, from a little boy
with a big dream to a
global pop icon. You
will learn how he
started singing as a
child, how he invented
the famous Moonwalk,
and why people around
the world still
remember him with
love.

EARLY LIFE: A
STAR IS BORN

Michael Joseph Jackson
was born on August 29,
1958, in Gary, Indiana,
a small city near
Chicago. He was the
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eighth of ten children
in the Jackson family.
His father, Joseph
Jackson, worked in a
steel mill, and his
mother, Katherine, was
a homemaker who
loved to sing. Even as
a tiny boy, Michael
loved music. He would
watch his older
brothers practice and
soon joined in, showing
off a powerful voice
that amazed everyone.

Life was not always
easy for young
Michael. His father was
strict and often made
the children rehearse
for hours. But Michael
found joy in
performing. He said
that on stage, he felt
free and alive. By the
time he was five years
old, he was already
singing lead vocals
with his brothers in a
group that would

Jackson 5.

The
Jackson
5: The
Family
Band

In 1969, the Jackson 5
signed with Motown
Records, a famous
record label. Michael,
only 11 years old, was
the lead singer. Their
first four songs all hit
number one on the
charts, including "I
Want You Back" and
"ABC." Kids
everywhere loved their
catchy tunes and
energetic
performances.
Michael’s voice was
special—clear, soulful,

becomg famous 3nd full of emotion. He
worldwide:  The pecame the family’s
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star, but he was still a
kid who loved playing
with his pets and
watching cartoons.

Throughout the early
1970s, the Jackson 5
toured the world.
Michael grew up on the
road, learning from
musicians and
watching audiences
scream with delight.
This experience taught
him how to connect
with people through
music. Even as a
teenager, he dreamed
of doing something
bigger—something that
would change pop
music forever.

SOLO CAREER:
STEPPING INTO
THE SPOTLIGHT

In 1979, Michael
Jackson released his
first solo album as an
adult, called Off the
Wall. Songs like "Don't
Stop 'Til You Get

Enough" and "Rock
with You" became
huge hits. People
noticed that Michael
was not just a child
star anymore—he was
a true artist. He wrote
his own songs,
produced his own
music, and danced
with incredible energy.
But his biggest success
was still to come.

In 1982, he released
Thriller. This album
became the best-
selling album of all
time. Every song was a
hit: "Billie Jean," "Beat
It," "Thriller," and
"Human Nature." The
music videos were like
short films. The
"Thriller" video, with
dancing zombies and
spooky scenes,
changed how people
thought about music
videos. Kids and adults
alike watched it over
and over. Michael
Jackson was now the



King of Pop.

Thriller
and
Famous
Songs

Why was Thriller so
important? For one
thing, it mixed pop,
rock, funk, and even a
little horror. The album
won eight Grammy
Awards, a world record
at the time. But more
importantly, it brought
people of all ages and
backgrounds together.
Songs like "We Are the
World" (which Michael

co-wrote) raised
money to help hungry
children in Africa.

Michael used his fame
to help others. This
Michael Jackson
biography for kids
would not be complete

without mentioning his
generous spirit.

Other famous songs
you might know
include "Bad," "Smooth
Criminal," and "Black
or White." Each one
has a catchy beat and
a message. Michael
often sang about
making the world a
better place, standing
up for what is right,
and celebrating
uniqueness. He taught
kids to be proud of who
they are.

THE MOONWALK
AND DANCE
MOVES

If you have ever seen
someone slide
backward while looking
like they are walking
forward, that is the
Moonwalk. Michael
Jackson did not invent
the move, but he made
it famous. He first
performed it on TV in
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1983 during a show
called "Motown 25."
The audience went
wild. From that
moment, the Moonwalk
became Michael’s
signature dance step.

Michael also invented
the "Anti-Gravity Lean"

in the "Smooth
Criminal" music video,
where he leaned

forward at a 45-degree
angle without falling.
He even had special
shoes patented to help
him do this trick! Kids
all over the world tried
to copy his dance
moves, turning
sidewalks into stages.
His music videos
inspired young dancers
to be creative and
bold.

Why Kids

Love His
Music
Today

Even though Michael
passed away in 2009,
his songs are still
played on the radio, in
movies, and on
streaming services.
Kids today love hearing
"Thriller" at Halloween
parties or dancing to
"Beat It" at school
talent shows. The
beats are fun, the
melodies are easy to
remember, and the
messages about
friendship and courage
never get old. This
Michael Jackson
biography for kids
shows that great music
lasts forever.

FUN FACTS ABOUT




Here are some
interesting things you
might not know about
the King of Pop:

e He owned a pet
chimpanzee
named Bubbles,
who traveled
with him around
the world.

e Michael built a
private
amusement park
at his ranch
called Neverland,
with a Ferris
wheel, roller
coaster, and zoo.
He invited sick
children to come
and play for free.

e He was a huge
fan of history and
collected many
antiques,
including a
replica of the
Statue of Liberty.

e Michael had a
star on the

Holly WHHCHIKEL JACKSON

of Fame and was
inducted into the
Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame
twice—once with
the Jackson 5
and once as a
solo artist.

e His album Thriller
sold over 100
million copies
worldwide, a
record that still
stands today.

e He recorded a
song called
"Childhood"
about his own
experiences
growing up,
reminding
everyone that
even superstars
were once kids
with big dreams.

HIS HEART OF
GOLD: HELPING
OTHERS

Michael Jackson was
not just about music
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and dance—he truly
cared about making
the world a better
place. He donated
millions of dollars to
charities that helped
children, the homeless,
and people affected by
disasters. He wrote the
song "Heal the World"
and started the Heal
the World
Foundation to teach
kids about kindness
and helping others. In
his own words, he said,
“If you come into this
world knowing you are
loved and you leave it
knowing the same,
then everything in
between can be

handled."
He even visited
hospitals and

orphanages, often in
disguise so he could be
with children without
causing a fuss. For
many kids, meeting
Michael was like
meeting a superhero.

He showed that fame
can be used to shine a
light on people who
need help the most.

REMEMBERING
MICHAEL JACKSON

Although some parts of
Michael’s life were
difficult, and he faced
many challenges and
controversies, his
music and message
continue to bring joy.
Every year on his
birthday, fans around
the world dance to his

songs and share
memories. Schools
hold "Thriller" dance
flash mobs, and radio
stations play his
greatest hits. This
Michael Jackson

biography for kids
reminds us that
everyone has a unique
talent, and with hard
work and passion, you
can achieve amazing
things.

Michael Jackson taught



us to be creative, to be
kind, and to never stop
believing in ourselves.
Whether you are
listening to "Bad" on a
road trip or watching
the "Thriller" video on
a rainy afternoon, his
spirit lives on. The King
of Pop may be gone,
but his music will keep
making kids smile for
generations to come.

CONCLUSION: A
LEGACY THAT
INSPIRES

Michael
story

talent,
determination, and

Jackson’s
is one of

heart. From a little
boy in Gary, Indiana, to
the King of Pop, he
never gave up his
dream of sharing music
with the world. For kids
today, his life shows
that you can be
yourself, work hard,
and make a difference.
His songs bring people
together, his dance
moves get us on our
feet, and his kindness
reminds us to care for
others. So next time
you hear a Michael
Jackson song,
remember the boy who
became a legend—and
let the music move
you.
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