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INTRODUCTION: A GLIMPSE INTO DAHL’S DARKLY
COMIC WORLD

Roald  Dahl  remains  one  of  the  most  celebrated  authors  in
children’s  literature,  known  for  his  mischievous  wit,  vivid
imagination, and a unique ability to balance the grotesque with
the hilarious. Among his vast collection of beloved stories, The
Twits stands out as a particularly sharp and gleefully nasty tale.
First published in 1980, this short novel packs a powerful punch,
delivering a memorable Roald Dahl The Twits summary that
revolves  around  two  of  the  most  repulsive  characters  ever
created.  Unlike  many  children’s  stories  that  focus  on  heroic
adventures, The Twits is a study in utter nastiness, revenge, and
the  ultimate  triumph  of  cleverness  over  cruelty.  For  anyone
looking  for  a  concise  yet  thorough  Roald  Dahl  The  Twits
summary,  this  article  will  explore the plot,  the unforgettable
characters,  the  underlying themes,  and the reasons  why this
story continues to captivate readers decades after its publication.

DETAILED PLOT SUMMARY OF THE TWITS

To provide a proper Roald Dahl The Twits summary, we must

first delve into the story’s structure. The tale focuses on Mr. and
Mrs. Twit, a married couple who are both physically repellent and
morally bankrupt. They live together in a brick house with no
windows, surrounded by a filthy garden filled with dead trees and
weeds. The couple’s only joy comes from playing mean tricks on
one  another—a  sort  of  twisted  game  of  one-upmanship  that
defines their miserable existence.

Mr. and Mrs. Twit: A
Marriage of Misery
Mr. Twit is described as a “twit” in the truest sense—a foolish,
hairy, and smelly man with a disgusting beard that traps scraps
of food from every meal. He never washes it, allowing bits of
sardines,  cornflakes,  and  even  cheese  to  fester  in  the  tangled
hair.  Mrs.  Twit,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  sharp-tongued,  ugly
woman  who  is  equally  cruel.  She  once  had  a  lovely  figure,  but
years  of  meanness  and  bitterness  have  turned  her  face
permanently ugly. She uses a walking stick to hit animals and
children, and she is just as scheming as her husband.
The  plot  kicks  off  with  a  series  of  escalating  pranks.  Mrs.  Twit
decides to frighten her husband by placing a glass eye in his
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beer, later pretending to have removed it. Mr. Twit retaliates by
putting a frog in her bed. She then takes revenge by feeding him
spaghetti  laced  with  worms,  claiming  it  is  “spaghetti  with  a
surprise” while laughing at his disgust. This cycle of petty cruelty
sets the stage for the larger narrative that follows.

The Muggle-Wump
Monkeys and the Roly-Poly
Bird
The central conflict of the story involves the Twits’ mistreatment
of animals. The couple keeps a family of monkeys—the Muggle-
Wumps—in a cage at the bottom of their garden. Mr. Twit forces
the monkeys to stand on their heads for hours, threatening to
feed them to his vicious dogs, the Roly-Poly Birds, if they refuse.
The Muggle-Wumps are clever, gentle creatures who dream of
freedom and revenge. They are joined by the Roly-Poly Bird, a
majestic, colorful bird from Africa that the Twits have trapped to
sell to a pie shop. The bird sings beautiful songs but remains
imprisoned.
As the story progresses, Mr. Twit announces a terrible plan: he
will  catch a flock of birds by covering his dead trees with strong
glue  (called  “Hugtight”  glue),  forcing  the  birds  to  land  and
become stuck. He then plans to cook them alive in a giant pie.
This  final  act  of  cruelty  sparks  the  turning  point  in  our  Roald
Dahl  The  Twits  summary.

The Great Revenge: How
the Animals Turn the
Tables
When the Muggle-Wumps learn of Mr. Twit’s plan, they decide it
is time to act. Using their intelligence and the help of the Roly-
Poly Bird, they devise a clever scheme. The bird warns the wild
birds to stay away, while the monkeys secretly prepare a massive
dose of the same “Hugtight” glue. One night, while the Twits are
asleep, the Muggle-Wumps escape their cage and spread glue all
over  the  house—on the chairs,  the  bed,  the  floor,  and the toilet
seat. They carefully place everything in its usual position, then
climb onto the roof to watch the show.
The next morning, Mr. and Mrs. Twit wake up and immediately
become stuck in the glue-covered room. They cannot move, sit,
or stand without being glued to something. In a frantic attempt to
free themselves, they tug and pull, only to end up stuck head-to-
toe on the floor. Then, the monkeys apply the final twist: they use
the  same  glue  to  stick  the  entire  floor  together,  turn  the  house
upside  down,  and—because  the  Twits  are  firmly  attached—they
become trapped. The story ends with the animals escaping and
the  Twits  slowly  shrinking  into  nothingness,  a  peculiar
phenomenon  Dahl  describes  as  “the  shrinking  effect”  that
happens when two people who are all glue and no love are left
stuck together forever. They eventually vanish, leaving only their
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clothes and a pile of dust. The animals, including the Muggle-
Wumps  and  the  Roly-Poly  Bird,  are  finally  free  to  return  to  the
African jungle.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS: THE MONSTERS AND THE
HEROES

A comprehensive Roald Dahl The Twits summary  would be
incomplete without a deep dive into the characters that make
this story so memorable. Dahl’s characters are rarely subtle, and
here, he paints in broad, exaggerated strokes.

Mr. Twit: The Epitome of
Filth and Foolishness
Mr. Twit is a grotesque caricature of masculinity. He is lazy, vain
about his own filth, and utterly lacking in empathy. His beard is a
character  in  itself—a  greasy,  food-filled  nest  that  repulses
everyone. He represents the worst of humanity: greed, stupidity,
and a complete disregard for life. Yet, he is also foolishly easy to
trick,  which  makes  his  downfall  all  the  more  satisfying.  He
believes himself to be clever, but his plans are transparent and
easily foiled by the animals.

Mrs. Twit: The Cruel

Matriarch
Mrs.  Twit  is  arguably even more vile than her husband. Dahl
describes her as having a “grimy face” and a personality that is
“as  ugly  as  her  appearance.”  She  is  the  instigator  of  many
pranks, and she derives genuine pleasure from causing pain. Her
vanity is a key trait—she once had a beautiful face, but her inside
nastiness eventually made her outside ugliness permanent. She
is also physically strong, able to beat her husband in a fight. Her
downfall is fitting: she is trapped by her own greed and cruelty.

The Muggle-Wumps and
the Roly-Poly Bird: The
Clever Underdogs
The  Muggle-Wumps  are  the  heroes  of  the  story.  They  are
intelligent,  patient,  and  caring.  Despite  being  forced  into  a
humiliating existence (standing on their heads for hours), they
never  lose  their  spirit.  They  plan  their  revenge  meticulously,
showing  that  intelligence  and  teamwork  can  overcome  brute
strength. The Roly-Poly Bird is a symbol of beauty and freedom.
His song represents the wildness and joy that the Twits try to
destroy.  Together,  they represent  hope and the possibility  of
justice.
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THEMES AND DEEPER MEANINGS IN THE TWITS

While The Twits is a simple, humorous tale, it carries several
powerful  themes  that  resonate  with  readers  of  all  ages.  A
meaningful  Roald Dahl The Twits summary  should explore
these elements.

The Consequences of
Cruelty
One  of  the  most  obvious  themes  is  that  cruelty  has
consequences. The Twits spend their entire lives being mean to
each other,  to  animals,  and to  anyone they encounter.  Their
downfall is not random; it is a direct result of their actions. Dahl
suggests  that  inside  ugliness—hatred,  selfishness,  and
malice—will  eventually  manifest  on  the  outside  and  lead  to
isolation and destruction. The Twits literally shrink and disappear
because they have no love or goodness to sustain them.

Revenge and Justice
The story celebrates revenge,  but  not  mindless violence.  The
animals’ revenge is clever, measured, and ultimately just. They
do not harm the Twits physically; they simply expose the Twits’
own folly. By trapping them in glue, the animals force the couple
to  experience  the  same  helplessness  they  imposed  on  the
monkeys. This is a classic “taste of your own medicine” narrative,
which  is  highly  satisfying  for  young  readers.  It  teaches  that

standing up against  bullies  is  not  only  right  but  can also  be
achieved through wit rather than aggression.

The Value of Teamwork and
Intelligence
The Muggle-Wumps succeed because they work together and use
their brains. They cannot overpower the Twits physically, so they
plan,  collaborate,  and  execute  a  clever  scheme.  This  is  an
empowering message for children: you do not need to be big or
strong  to  defeat  villains;  you  just  need  to  be  smart  and
cooperative.  The  Roly-Poly  Bird  plays  a  crucial  role  in
communication and coordination, highlighting the importance of
different skills working together.

WRITING STYLE AND LITERARY DEVICES

Dahl’s writing style in The Twits is a masterclass in engaging
young readers. He uses several key techniques that make this
story so effective.

Hyperbole and Exaggeration: The Twits are not just
ugly; they are the ugliest people in the world. Mr. Twit’s
beard is not just messy; it contains months’ worth of rotting
food. This exaggeration makes the story hilarious and
memorable.
Repetition: Dahl constantly reminds us of key details,
such as the “Hugtight” glue or the “tree with no leaves.”
This repetition helps young readers remember important
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plot points.
Direct Address: Dahl often speaks directly to the reader,
saying things like, “You would not want to meet them.” This
creates a sense of intimacy and shared amusement.
Dark Humor: The story is genuinely funny, but the humor
is dark. The image of a woman putting a glass eye in her
husband’s beer or feeding him worms is gross, but it is also
absurd and comical.
Simple but Vivid Descriptions: Dahl’s language is
straightforward, yet he paints vivid pictures with minimal
words. He can describe a character’s appearance in a
single sentence that sticks in the mind.

WHY THE TWITS REMAINS A BELOVED CLASSIC

Decades after its publication, The Twits continues to be a staple
in  classrooms and libraries.  There are  several  reasons for  its
enduring  appeal,  which  any  comprehensive  Roald Dahl  The
Twits summary should acknowledge.

Dark Humor that Appeals to
Children
Children are naturally drawn to the grotesque and the absurd.
The Twits are so over-the-top in their nastiness that they become
comic figures rather than truly scary villains. The pranks and the
revenge are described in a way that is thrilling, not terrifying.
This allows children to explore concepts of good and evil in a

safe, humorous environment.

Short and Accessible
At just around 100 pages with large print and illustrations by Sir
Quentin Blake, the book is a quick and easy read. It is perfect for
early readers, reluctant readers, or reading aloud. The plot moves
fast, with no dull moments, keeping the audience engaged from
beginning to end.

Powerful Lessons Moms
and Dads Can Appreciate
Beneath the slapstick and the gross-out humor, there are real
lessons about kindness, fairness, and the consequences of being
mean. Parents and educators appreciate that the story sparks
conversations  about  ethics  without  feeling preachy.  The book
teaches that being clever is more important than being strong,
and that bullies eventually get what they deserve.

Adaptations and Cultural
Impact
The popularity of The Twits has led to multiple adaptations. A
stage  musical  premiered  in  2015,  and  a  film  adaptation  was
recently  announced.  The  characters  have  become  cultural
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shorthand for repulsiveness, and the phrase “stuck together like glue”


