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For many fourth
graders, grammar can
feel like a collection of
puzzling rules. Among
the most important
concepts they
encounter is subject-
verb agreement.

Mastering this skill is
essential for writing
clear, correct
sentences. A well-
designed subject
verb agreement
worksheet 4th grade
resource can transform
this learning challenge
into a manageable and
even enjoyable task.
This article explores
why this grammar
concept is so vital,
what makes an
effective  worksheet,
and how you can use
these tools to help
students build
confidence in their


https://www.strongadvocates.com/

writing. We will cover
essential rules,
common pitfalls, and
practical strategies to
ensure that every
sentence a fourth
grader writes has a
subject and verb that
work together in
harmony.

What is
Subject-
Verb
Agreeme
nt and
Why
Does It
Matter in

4th
Grade?

Subject-verb
agreement is the
grammatical rule that
the verb in a sentence
must match the
subject in number. This
means a singular
subject takes a
singular verb, while a
plural subject takes a
plural verb. For
example, "The dog
runs" is correct, while
“The dog run" is not.
Similarly, "The dogs
run" is correct,
whereas "The dogs
runs" is a common
error.

In fourth grade,
students are
transitioning from
simple sentences to
more complex writing.
They begin to express
detailed thoughts, tell
longer stories, and
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write reports. Without
a solid understanding
of subject-verb
agreement, their
writing can become
confusing and difficult
to read. A subject
verb agreement
worksheet 4th grade
tool helps students
internalize this rule. It
provides structured
practice that moves
beyond memorization
to genuine
understanding. When
children master this
concept, their writing
gains clarity and
professionalism. They
are better prepared for
standardized tests and
for the more advanced
grammar lessons that
await them in fifth
grade and beyond.

Essential

Subject-
Verb
Agreeme
nt Rules
for Fourth
Graders

Before diving into
worksheets, it is helpful
to review the core
rules that a subject
verb agreement
worksheet 4th grade
should cover. Fourth
graders are capable of
understanding several
key principles.

THE BAsic
SINGULAR AND
PLURAL RULE

This is the foundation.
Students must learn
that singular subjects



usually pair with verbs
that end in -s or -es.
Plural subjects usually
pair with verbs without
an -s ending. For
example:

e The cat sleeps
all day. (Singular
subject, singular
verb)

e The cats sleep
all day. (Plural
subject, plural
verb)

COMPOUND
SUBJECTS
CONNECTED BY
IIANDII

When two subjects are
joined by "and," the
subject is considered
plural and requires a
plural verb. For
instance:

e Maria and Juan

on the desk.

CoMPOUND
SUBJECTS
CONNECTED BY
"OR" OR "NOR"

This rule is more
nuanced. When
subjects are joined by
"or" or "nor," the verb
agrees with the subject
that is closest to it.
This can be tricky for
fourth graders, so a
subject verb
agreement

worksheet 4th grade
resource that focuses
on this rule is very

helpful. Examples
include:
e Either the

teacher or the
students are
responsible.

¢ Neither the
students nor

play ;occer the teacher is
together. . responsible.
e The pencil and
the eraser are
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INDEFINITE
PRONOUNS

Words like everyone,
someone, nobody,
each, and either are
singular and take
singular verbs. This is a
frequent source of
errors. For example:

e Everyone
enjoys a good
story.

e Each of the
flowers blooms
in the spring.

VERBS "To BE" AND
"To HAVE"

These verbs have
special forms that
change based on the
subject. Fourth graders
need practice with is,
are, am, was, were,
has, and have. A
subject verb
agreement

worksheet 4th grade
should include
exercises targeting

these common verbs.

What
Makes a
Subject
Verb
Agreeme
nt
Workshee
t for 4th
Grade
Effective?

Not all worksheets are
created equal. An
effective subject verb
agreement

worksheet 4th grade
resource has several
key characteristics.



First, it is age-
appropriate. The
vocabulary and

sentence structures
should be challenging
but not frustrating.
Second, it provides
clear instructions and
examples. Students
should understand
exactly what s
expected of them
before they begin.
Third, an effective
worksheet includes a
variety of exercise
types to keep students
engaged and to
address different
learning styles.

VARIETY IN
EXeERCISE FORMATS

A well-rounded

worksheet might
include:
e Fill-in-the-

blank exercises
where students
choose the
correct verb

form.

e Sentence
correction tasks
where students
identify and fix
errors.

e Matching
activities where
students pair
subjects with the
correct verbs.

e Multiple-choice
questions that
test
understanding of
specific rules.

e Writing
prompts that
require students
to create their
own sentences.

CLEAR AND
Focusep CONTENT

The best subject verb
agreement

worksheet 4th grade
resources focus on one
or two rules at a time.
This prevents students
from becoming
overwhelmed. For
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example, one
worksheet might focus
only on the basic
singular and plural
rule, while another
tackles compound
subjects or indefinite
pronouns. This
targeted approach
allows for deeper
learning and mastery.

ANSWER KEYS AND
EXPLANATIONS

For parents and
teachers, answer keys
are invaluable. They
save time and help
adults understand the

intended correct
answers. Some
worksheets also
include brief

explanations for each
answer, which can be
used for review and
discussion. This turns a
simple worksheet into
a powerful teaching
tool.

How to
Use a
Subject
Verb
Agreeme
nt
Workshee
t 4th
Grade in
Your
Classroo
m or at



Home

Worksheets are most
effective when they are
used as part of a larger
learning strategy. Here
are some practical tips
for using a subject
verb agreement
worksheet 4th grade
resource effectively.

START WITH DIRECT
INSTRUCTION
Before handing out a

worksheet, take time
to teach the rule

explicitly. Use a
whiteboard, anchor
chart, or digital

presentation to explain
the concept. Provide
several examples and
non-examples. Ask
students to explain the
rule in their own words.
This foundational step
ensures that the
worksheet serves as
practice, not as the
initial lesson.

MODEL THE
PROCESS

Work through the first
few problems on the
worksheet together.
Think aloud as you
determine the correct
verb. For example, you
might say, "The subject
is 'the family of birds."
'Family' is the main
noun, and it is singular,
so the verb should be
'flies,' not 'fly’." This
modeling shows
students how to apply
the rule to actual
sentences.

Use WORKSHEETS
IN STATIONS OR
CENTERS

In a classroom setting,
a subject-verb
agreement worksheet
can be part of a
grammar station or
center. Students can
work on it
independently or with
a partner while you
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work with a small
group. This structure
allows for
differentiation.  Some
students might need a
simpler worksheet
focusing on basic rules,
while others are ready
for more complex
challenges.

INCORPORATE
GAMES AND
MOVEMENT

Worksheets do not
have to be silent,
solitary activities. Turn
a subject verb
agreement

worksheet 4th grade
into a game. For
example, write each
sentence from the
worksheet on a
separate card. Have
students sort the cards
into two piles: correct
and incorrect. Or, play
a game of "Grammar
Scoot" where students
move around the room

answering questions
posted on the walls.
These activities make
grammar practice
more active and
engaging.

ProVIDE FEEDBACK
AND REVIEW

After students
complete a worksheet,
review the answers
together. Discuss any
errors and clarify
misunderstandings.
This feedback loop is
essential for learning.
It is also helpful to
revisit the same
concept with a
different worksheet a
few days or weeks
later. Spaced repetition
strengthens long-term
retention.

Sample
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Exercises

levels and rule

applications.

from aEXERCISE 1: FiLL IN

THE BLANK WITH

S U bJ eCItIE CORRECT VERB

Verb

Ag ree m?eMy friends

Nt

1. The bird
(sing, sings) in
the tree.

(play,
plays) basketball
after school.

3. The teacher

WO I’kS h ee___ (read,

t for 4th,

Grade

To give you a clearer

reads) a story to
the class.

. Thedogs __
(bark, barks) at
the mail carrier.

5. She

(have, has) a

picture, here are some new bicycle.
sample exercises that

you might find in a [EXERCISE 2:
high-quality subject CHoOOSE THE

verb agreement copppct SENTENCE
worksheet 4th grade

resource. These 1. A. The flowers
examples cover a bloom in the
range of  difficulty spring. B. The
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flowers blooms in
the spring.

2. A. He go to the
library every
week. B. He goes
to the library
every week.

3. A. The book and
the pencil is on
the desk. B. The
book and the
pencil are on the
desk.

EXERCISE 3:
CORRECT THE
ERRORS

Rewrite each sentence
correctly.

1. The cat drink
milk from the
bowl.

2. My sister and |
am going to the
park.

3. Everyone in the
class have a

lunchbox.

EXERCISE 4: WRITE
Your OwN
SENTENCES

Write one sentence
with a singular subject
and one sentence with
a plural subject. Make
sure the subject and
verb agree.

1.

Beyond
the
Workshee
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Compl

entar

few ideas to reinforce
learning in fun and
meaningful ways.

ﬁmACTIVE

WHITEBOARD
GAMES

ACtiVitiJeSnline games or

for

Teach

Subje

Verb

Agree
nt

While a subject verb
agreement

worksheet 4th grade
is a fantastic resource,
it is even more
powerful when
combined with other
activities. Here are a

create your own on an
interactive whiteboard.
Display a sentence

Wwith a missing verb.

Q]

nts can come up
to the board and drag
e correct verb into
he blank. This is highly
engaging and provides
immediate feedback.

mIEENCE

SCAVENGER HUNT

Give students a
clipboard and a list of
sentences. Some
sentences are correct,
and some have
subject-verb

agreement errors.
Students walk around
the room (or hallway)
and mark each
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sentence as correct or
incorrect. They must
also fix the incorrect
ones. This gets
students moving and
thinking critically.

GRAMMAR
JOURNALS

Have students keep a
grammar journal. Each
week, introduce a new
rule and have students
write a few sentences
in their journal that
follow that rule. They
can also look for
examples of subject-
verb agreement in
their reading books
and copy them into
their journal. This
connects grammar to
real reading and
writing.

PEer EDITING

After students have
written a paragraph or
short story, have them
exchange papers with

13

a partner. Their job is
to find and correct any
subject-verb

agreement errors. This
gives students a real-
world purpose for using
their grammar skills. It
also teaches them to
carefully read their
own writing and the
writing of others.

Common
Challenge
s Fourth
Graders
Face with
Subject-
Verb
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common stumbling
Ag reeme blocks can help you

choose the right

nt subject verb
agreement

Understanding worksheet 4th
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