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REDISCOVERING
THE CHARM OF
THE CHEAPER BY
THE DOZEN 2
SOUNDTRACK

T h e r e  a r e  m o v i e
soundt racks  tha t
merely  accompany  a
film,  and  then  there
are those that become
an inseparable part of
i t s  e m o t i o n a l
l a n d s c a p e .  T h e
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
falls  squarely  into  the
l a t t e r  c a t e g o r y .
Released  in  2005  as
the  follow-up  to  the
successful 2003 family
comedy,  this  film  took

the Baker  family  from
their suburban home to
a  lakeside  vacation,
and the music chosen
to  underscore  their
adventures  played  a
p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n
capturing  the  spirit  of
s u m m e r ,  f a m i l y
bonding,  and  gentle
chaos. For fans of the
film,  the  soundtrack  is
a  n o s t a l g i c  t i m e
capsu le ,  evok ing
memories  of  Steve
Mar t in ' s  comed ic
timing,  the  sprawling
family  dynamics,  and
the picturesque setting
of  Lake  Winnetka.
While  the  film  itself
f o c u s e s  o n  a
competitive  weekend
with the rival Murtaugh
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fami ly ,  the  mus ic
provides the heartbeat,
shifting  seamlessly
from  upbeat  anthems
of  youth  to  tender
m e l o d i e s  t h a t
underscore  the  film's
deeper  themes  o f
growing up and letting
go.  Understanding the
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
means  understanding
how music can elevate
a  s i m p l e  f a m i l y
c o m e d y  i n t o  a
cherished  memory  for
viewers of all ages.

A TRACK-BY-
TRACK
EXPLORATION OF
THE SOUNDTRACK

The  official  Cheaper
B y  T h e  D o z e n  2
Soundt rack  i s  a
collection  that  feels
both  curated  for  the
film and listenable as a
standalone  playlist.  It
leans  heavily  into  the
early  2000s  pop-rock

and alternative  scene,
with a few classic rock
nods  th rown  in  to
appeal  to  the  older
c h a r a c t e r s  ( a n d
audience members)  in
the  story.  The  album
opens with  a  burst  of
energy,  setting  the
tone  for  a  film  that  is
about  activity,  noise,
and the beautiful mess
of family life.

Key
Tracks
That
Define
the Film's
Energy
One  of  the  standout
f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
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is how it uses music to
define  character.  For
the  teenagers,  the
m u s i c  i s  a b o u t
rebellion, first love, and
f r e e d o m .  F o r  t h e
parents,  the  songs
often  reflect  nostalgia,
responsibility,  or  the
desire  to  reconnect.

"Faster Kill
Pussycat" by
Oakenfold
featuring
Brittany
Murphy: This
track is pure
kinetic energy. It
plays during
some of the
more vibrant,
party-like
sequences of the
film. Its
electronic beat
contrasts nicely
with the
acoustic-leaning
songs elsewhere
on the album,
showing that the
soundtrack isn't

afraid to get a
little edgy to
reflect the
teenage
perspective.
"I'm a Man" by
Black Strobe:
This song
provides a
swaggering,
confident
backdrop. It is
used effectively
to underscore
moments of
bravado,
particularly from
the male
characters who
are trying to
prove
something—whet
her it's winning a
competition or
asserting their
place in the
family hierarchy.
"Come On Get
Happy" by The
Partridge
Family: This is a
brilliant, ironic
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choice. By
including this
classic TV theme
song, the
soundtrack winks
at the audience.
The Bakers are,
in their own way,
a modern,
chaotic version
of a TV family.
Using this song
grounds the film
in a sense of
television
nostalgia while
simultaneously
poking fun at the
very concept of
the "perfect
family."
"Summer
Teeth" by The
Push Stars: This
track captures
the lazy, hazy
feeling of a
summer
vacation. It is
soft rock with a
melodic edge,
perfect for

scenes where the
family is simply
existing
together—eating
meals, driving to
the lake, or
relaxing by the
water. It is one of
the more
underrated gems
on the Cheaper
By The Dozen 2
Soundtrack.

The
Acoustic
and
Emotional
Core
Beyond  the  h igh -
energy  pop  and  rock,
the  Cheaper  By The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
a l so  exce l s  i n  i t s
quieter  moments.
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Acoustic  guitar-driven
songs  provide  the
emotional  anchor  for
the  film,  particularly  in
scenes  involving  Tom
Baker  (Steve  Martin)
confronting  his  own
a g i n g  a n d  h i s
children's  growing
independence.

"Float On" by
Modest Mouse:
While this song
was a massive
hit in its own
right, its
inclusion here is
perfect. The
message of
rolling with life's
punches and
maintaining a
positive attitude
is exactly the
philosophy that
the Baker family
embodies. It is
used during a
montage
sequence that
shows the family
embracing the

chaos of their
vacation, and it
has since
become
synonymous with
the film's overall
optimistic tone.
"Let Go" by
Paul
Westerberg:
This is perhaps
the most
poignant track
on the album.
Westerberg's
raspy, heartfelt
delivery speaks
directly to the
film's central
theme: the
difficulty and
necessity of
letting your
children grow up.
It plays during a
critical father-son
moment, and it
elevates the
scene from
simple comedy
to genuine
drama. This song
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is a masterclass
in how a
soundtrack can
add depth to a
family film.

THE ROLE OF
MUSIC IN THE
FILM'S NARRATIVE

When  analyzing  the
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack,
it  is  important to look
a t  h o w  t h e  m u s i c
serves  the  narrative
structure.  The  film
follows a classic three-
act  st ructure:  the
family  leaves  home,
t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e
conflict at the lake, and
they come together for
a  reso lu t i on .  The
soundtrack mirrors this
journey.
In  the  first  act,  the
music  is  chaotic  and
bright,  reflecting  the
p a n d e m o n i u m  o f
packing  and  traveling
with  twelve  people.

Songs like "Let's Get It
Started"  by  The Black
Eyed Peas (though not
on the official album, it
is synonymous with the
film's  marketing)  set  a
frantic  pace.  As  the
family  settles  into  the
l a k e  h o u s e ,  t h e
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
shifts  toward  more
relaxed,  breezy tunes.
This musical shift tells
the  audience  that  the
family  is  entering  a
different  space—a
space where they must
c o n f r o n t  t h e i r
problems.
The  conflict  of  the  film
primari ly  revolves
around the competition
with  the  Murtaugh
fami ly ,  led  by  the
intimidating  Jimmy
Murtaugh  (Eugene
Levy).  During  these
c o m p e t i t i v e
s e q u e n c e s ,  t h e
soundtrack  amps  up
the tension with driving



Cheaper By The Dozen 2 Soundtrack 7

7

rock  beats.  However,
the  film  cleverly
undercuts  this  tension
with  comedic  timing.
The  music  swells,  but
then  cuts  out  for  a
punchline,  a  classic
technique  that  the
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
facilitates perfectly.

COMPARING THE
SOUNDTRACK TO
THE ORIGINAL
FILM

I t  i s  imposs ib le  to
discuss  the  Cheaper
B y  T h e  D o z e n  2
Soundtrack  without
comparing  it  to  its
predecessor .  The
original  2003  film  had
a soundtrack that was
more focused on early
2000s  pop-rock,  with
bands  like  The  Ataris
a n d  T h e  D a n d y
W a r h o l s  m a k i n g
appearances.  The
sequel's  soundtrack  is
n o t i c e a b l y  m o r e

mature and diverse.
The  first  film's  music
was heavily focused on
t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s
perspective—the angst
of being a teenager in
a  large  family.  The
seque l ,  however ,
balances  that  with
music  that  speaks  to
the  adult  experience.
The inclusion of songs
like  "Let  Go"  by  Paul
Westerberg  and  the
classic  rock  inflections
s h o w  t h a t  t h e
filmmakers were aware
that their audience had
aged, and the children
in  the  film  were
g r o w i n g  u p .  T h e
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
is  therefore  a  more
rounded,  emotionally
complex  collection.  It
r e t a i n s  t h e  f u n ,
energetic  spirit  of  the
first  film  but  adds
layers  of  introspection
and  nostalgia  that
make  it  stand  out.
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WHY THE
SOUNDTRACK
RESONATES WITH
AUDIENCES

T h e  e n d u r i n g
popu la r i t y  o f  t he
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
can  be  attributed  to
several factors. First, it
is incredibly listenable.
This  is  a  playlist  you
could put on during a
road  trip,  a  summer
barbecue,  or  a  lazy
Sunday afternoon. The
tracks  are  not  overly
niche or experimental;
they  are  accessible,
well-produced  songs
that appeal to a broad
demographic.
Second, the soundtrack
capitalizes on the early
2000s nostalgia  wave.
For  millennials  who
grew  up  with  this  film,
hearing  tracks  l ike
"Float  On"  or  "Faster
Kill  Pussycat" instantly
transports  them  back

to  their  childhood  or
teenage  years.  The
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
is a time capsule of a
specific  musical  era,
capturing  the  post-
grunge,  pre-iPhone
swee tness  o f  t he
mid-2000s.
Third,  the  soundtrack
works because the film
itself is about memory
and family.  The music
becomes  a  trigger  for
personal  memories.
When fans think of the
film,  they  don't  just
remember  the  jokes;
they  remember  the
feeling  of  the  music.
The Cheaper By The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
successfully  embeds
itself  in  the  viewer's
emotional  memory,
which  is  the  highest
compliment  one  can
pay  to  a  film  score  or
compilation.
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LEGACY AND
AVAILABILITY OF

THE SOUNDTRACK

For  those  looking  to
revisit  or  discover  the
Cheaper  By  The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack,
it is available on most
m a j o r  s t r e a m i n g
platforms. While it may
not have been a chart-
topping  commercial
juggernaut  like  some
b l o c k b u s t e r
soundtracks of the era,
it  has  maintained  a
s teady  s t r eam  o f
l i s t e n e r s  w h o
appreciate  its  eclectic
mix.  The  soundtrack
h a s  a l s o  f o u n d  a
s e c o n d  l i f e  o n
platforms like YouTube
and  Spotify,  where
users  create  playlists
themed around "2000s
F a m i l y  M o v i e
S o u n d t r a c k s "  o r
"Summer  Vacation
Nostalgia."
The  legacy  of  th is

soundtrack  is  also
v i s i b l e  i n  h o w  i t
introduced  certain
s o n g s  t o  a  w i d e r
audience. For example,
many  listeners  first
encountered "Float On"
by  Modes t  Mouse
through this film. While
the  band  was  already
successful  in  indie
circles, the film's use of
the song helped propel
i t  t o  m a i n s t r e a m
ubiquity.  Similarly,
tracks  by  artists  like
The Push Stars and The
Soundtrack  of  Our
Lives gained exposure
they  might  not  have
otherwise  received.
The Cheaper By The
Dozen 2 Soundtrack
serves  as  a  gateway
for listeners to explore
t h e  b r o a d e r
discographies of  these
artists.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
FROM THE
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SOUNDTRACK'S
COMPOSITION

Musical1.
Diversity: The
soundtrack
successfully
blends electronic
pop, indie rock,
classic rock, and
acoustic folk,
ensuring that
there is a track
for every mood
within the film.
Emotional2.
Resonance: The
slower, acoustic
tracks provide a
necessary
counterbalance
to the comedy,
allowing the film
to explore
themes of
parenthood,
aging, and
sibling rivalry
with genuine
heart.
Cultural3.
Snapshot: The

soundtrack
captures the
specific cultural
and musical vibe
of 2005, making
it a valuable
artifact for fans
of the era.
Character4.
Alignment:
Each key song is
aligned with a
specific
character or
family dynamic,
which
strengthens the
storytelling and
makes the music
feel integral
rather than
incidental.
Rewatchability5.
Factor: The high
quality of the
music selection
contributes
significantly to
the film's
rewatchability. A
great soundtrack
invites you to
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experience the
story again, just
to hear the songs
in context.

THE UNSUNG
GEMS OF THE
TRACKLIST

While  the  hits  l ike
"Float On" get the most
attention, the Cheaper
B y  T h e  D o z e n  2
Soundt rack  h a s
severa l  deep  cuts
worth  highlighting.
"Bloody  Mary"  by  The
Soundtrack  of  Our
L ives  is  a  dr iv ing,
anthemic  rock  song
that  captures  the
competitive  spirit  of
the  film's  climax.  It  is
the  kind  of  song  that
makes you want to run
faster  or  push harder,
perfectly  underscoring
the  Baker-Murtaugh
rivalry.
Another  underrated
t r a c k  i s  t h e
instrumental  score  by

c o m p o s e r  J o h n
Debney.  Whi le  the
soundtrack  a lbum
focuses  on  licensed
songs,  Debney's  score
weaves throughout the
film,  providing  the
connect ive  t issue
b e t w e e n  t h e  p o p
tracks. His themes are
warm,  whimsical,  and
slightly  chaotic,  much
like  the  Baker  family
t h e m s e l v e s .  A
complete  appreciation
of  the  Cheaper  By
T h e  D o z e n  2
Soundtrack  must
i n c l u d e
acknowledgment of the
score,  even  if  it  isn't
fully  represented  on
t h e  c o m m e r c i a l
release. The music bed
that  plays  during  the
film's  opening
sequence  perfectly
establishes  the  tone:
upbeat,  slightly out of
control,  but  ultimately
loving.
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HOW THE
SOUNDTRACK
ENHANCES THE
COMEDY

Crucially, the Cheaper
B y  T h e  D o z e n  2
Soundtrack  knows
when  to  be  qu ie t .
Some  of  the  funniest
moments  in  the  film
are  underscored  by
silence or by a single,
dry  musical  note.  The
sound  design  team
worked closely with the
music  supervisors  to

e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e
comedy  was  never
drowned out by a loud
soundtrack.  Instead,
the music builds up to
a  joke  and  then  cuts
o u t ,  l e a v i n g  t h e
audience  to  focus
e n t i r e l y  o n  t h e
punchline.  This  is  a
sophisticated approach
to soundtrack curation
that  many  comedies
overlook. The music is
a character in the film,
but  it  is  a  supporting
character, never the


