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INTRODUCTION: THE DIVINE CALENDAR AND ITS
PROPHETIC PURPOSE

In the tapestry of biblical history, few threads are as richly woven
and deeply meaningful as the cycle of sacred times known as the
seven  festivals  of  the  Messiah.  These  appointed  times,  often
referred to as the "Moedim" in Hebrew, are far more than ancient
agricultural celebrations or national holidays. They are a divinely
orchestrated  blueprint,  a  prophetic  timeline  that  reveals  the
redemptive  work  of  the  Messiah  from  His  first  coming  to  His
glorious return. Understanding these festivals is not merely an
exercise  in  historical  curiosity;  it  is  an  invitation  to  see  the
consistent, unfolding narrative of God's plan for humanity, a plan
that finds its perfect fulfillment in Yeshua (Jesus).
For centuries, Jewish people have observed these seven festivals,
recounting the mighty acts of God in delivering them from Egypt
and providing for them in the wilderness. However, for those who
recognize Yeshua as the Messiah, these festivals take on an even
deeper dimension. They become living prophecies, each one a
divinely  appointed  "rehearsal"  for  a  specific  aspect  of  the

Messiah's  mission.  The  Apostle  Paul,  a  learned  Pharisee  and
follower of the Messiah, alluded to this when he wrote that these
festivals are "a shadow of the things that were to come; the
reality, however, is found in the Messiah" (Colossians 2:17).
This article will guide you through a comprehensive exploration of
the  seven festivals  of  the  Messiah,  examining  their  historical
roots, their traditional observance, and most importantly, their
profound prophetic fulfillment in the life, death, resurrection, and
future return of Yeshua. By the end, you will see that the biblical
calendar is not a relic of the past but a vibrant and relevant
revelation for today.

THE SPRING FESTIVALS: THE FIRST COMING OF THE
MESSIAH

The  first  four  of  the  seven  festivals  of  the  Messiah  occur  in  the
spring, clustered together in the Hebrew months of Nisan and
Sivan. They form a powerful sequence that directly corresponds
to  the  events  surrounding  the  Messiah's  first  coming,  His
sacrificial  death,  and  the  birth  of  His  spiritual  community.
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1. Pesach (Passover) – The
Lamb of God Takes Away

the Sin of the World
The  first  and  foundational  festival  on  the  biblical  calendar  is
Pesach, or Passover. Observed on the 14th day of the month of
Nisan,  Passover  commemorates  the  dramatic  and  powerful
deliverance of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. The central
narrative  is  the  final  plague:  the  death  of  the  firstborn.  The
Israelites  were instructed to  slaughter  a  perfect,  unblemished
lamb and apply its blood to the doorposts and lintels of their
homes. When the Angel of Death saw the blood, he would "pass
over" that house, sparing those inside.
The  Historical  Observance:  Passover  is  a  solemn  yet
celebratory time. The centerpiece of the observance is the Seder
meal, a carefully choreographed evening of storytelling, symbolic
foods, and prayers. The matzah (unleavened bread), the bitter
herbs (maror), and the four cups of wine all serve as tangible
reminders  of  the  bitterness  of  slavery  and  the  sweetness  of
redemption.
The  Prophetic  Fulfillment  in  the  Messiah:  The  connection
between Passover and Yeshua is absolute and undeniable. John
the Baptist, upon seeing Yeshua, declared, "Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). Yeshua is
the ultimate Passover Lamb. He was perfect and without blemish.

His blood, shed on the cross, is the atoning sacrifice that saves all
who place their faith in Him from the eternal "death" that sin
brings. The timing of His crucifixion was not accidental; it was the
very day of preparation for Passover, at the precise hour when
the lambs were being slaughtered in the Temple. Every element
of the Passover story points to Him.

2. Chag HaMatzot
(Unleavened Bread) – The
Call to Holy Living
Immediately  following  Passover  is  the  seven-day  Feast  of
Unleavened Bread, lasting from the 15th to the 21st of Nisan. In
the biblical narrative, the Israelites left Egypt in such haste that
they  did  not  have  time  to  let  their  bread  rise.  They  baked
unleavened loaves, or matzah, for their journey.
The Historical Observance: This festival is marked by the strict
removal and prohibition of all leaven (chametz) from the home.
This  practice  is  taken  very  seriously,  involving  a  thorough
cleaning of the house to ensure no trace of yeast or leavened
products  remains.  Matzah,  the  "bread  of  affliction,"  is  eaten
throughout  the  week.
The  Prophetic  Fulfillment  in  the  Messiah:  In  Scripture,
leaven is often a symbol of sin and pride (1 Corinthians 5:6-8).
The Feast of Unleavened Bread, therefore, represents the call to
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a life of holiness and separation from sin. After the Messiah's
sacrifice  (Passover),  believers  are  called  to  live  a  life
"unleavened" by the old ways of sin. Furthermore, the matzah
itself is a powerful symbol of Yeshua. It is striped and pierced,
foreshadowing  His  physical  suffering:  "He  was  pierced  for  our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities...  and by his
wounds we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5). His body, broken for us, is
the perfect, sinless bread of life.

3. Bikkurim (First Fruits) –
The Promise of
Resurrection
The  Feast  of  First  Fruits  is  a  lesser-known  but  profoundly
significant  festival.  It  is  observed  on  the  day  after  the  Sabbath
that falls during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which places it
on  a  Sunday.  This  festival  was  the  beginning  of  the  barley
harvest.
The Historical Observance: On this day, the High Priest would
take a sheaf of the first barley harvest, wave it before the Lord in
the Temple, and by this act,  consecrate the entire harvest to
come. It was an act of faith and gratitude, acknowledging that
God is the source of all provision.
The Prophetic Fulfillment in the Messiah: The resurrection of
Yeshua  occurred  precisely  on  this  day!  He  is  the  "firstfruits  of

those who have fallen asleep" (1 Corinthians 15:20). Just as the
wave offering of the first sheaf guaranteed the coming of the full
harvest, Yeshua's resurrection guarantees the future resurrection
of all who are in Him. He is the first to rise to eternal life, never to
die again, and His victory is the promise and the "down payment"
of our own resurrection. The timing is perfect, showcasing God's
meticulous prophetic planning.

4. Shavuot (Pentecost) –
The Giving of the Spirit and
the Law
Shavuot, known in Greek as Pentecost, comes fifty days after the
Feast  of  First  Fruits.  This  seven-week  period  is  called  the
"Counting of the Omer." Historically, Shavuot marks the end of
the wheat harvest and, most importantly, the giving of the Torah
at Mount Sinai.
The Historical Observance: The festival is a time of great joy.
Synagogues  are  decorated  with  greenery  and  flowers  to
commemorate the harvest and the blossoming of a new covenant
relationship with God. It is traditional to read the book of Ruth,
which  tells  a  beautiful  story  of  harvest  and  redemption.  The
primary theme is gratitude for God's instruction and law.
The Prophetic  Fulfillment  in  the Messiah:  The  book  of  Acts
records  the  dramatic  fulfillment  of  Shavuot.  On  the  very  day  of



4

4 The Seven Festivals Of The Messiah 2024-07-06

Pentecost,  fifty  days  after  the  resurrection  of  Yeshua,  the  Holy
Spirit was poured out on the disciples in Jerusalem. This event is
the "giving of the Spirit," internalizing God's law and writing it on
the hearts of believers, as promised by the prophet Jeremiah. Just
as the law was given on Shavuot with fire and smoke, so was the
Spirit  given  with  tongues  of  fire.  This  festival  marks  the  birth  of
the Messianic community, the body of the Messiah, empowered
to be witnesses to the ends of the earth. The "harvest" of souls
had begun.

THE FALL FESTIVALS: THE SECOND COMING OF THE
MESSIAH

There  is  a  significant  gap  in  the  biblical  calendar.  The  spring
festivals were all fulfilled in a single, momentous season. The fall
festivals, which occur in the month of Tishrei, are yet to be fully
realized.  They  point  with  prophetic  certainty  to  the  second
coming  of  the  Messiah,  the  final  judgment,  and  the  ultimate
dwelling  of  God  with  His  people.

5. Yom Teruah (Feast of
Trumpets) – The Awakening
Call
The first of the fall festivals is Yom Teruah, the Feast of Trumpets.
It is observed on the first day of the month of Tishrei (the seventh
month  on  the  religious  calendar).  It  is  also  known  as  Rosh

Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. The primary commandment for
this day is the blowing of the shofar, a ram's horn.
The Historical Observance: This is a solemn yet hopeful day. It
is a time for introspection, repentance, and preparing for the Day
of Atonement that follows ten days later. The shofar is blown in a
series of distinct blasts, including the "teruah," a piercing alarm
sound.  The  day  is  also  associated  with  the  concept  of  the
"coronation" of God as King.
The  Prophetic  Fulfillment  in  the  Messiah:  The  Feast  of
Trumpets is a powerful symbol of the future event known as the
"Rapture" or the "Resurrection of the Believers." The Apostle Paul
writes that "the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry
of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound
of  the  trumpet  of  God.  And  the  dead  in  Christ  will  rise  first"  (1
Thessalonians 4:16). The shofar of Yom Teruah is a prophetic call
to  wake up,  to  be ready,  and to  look for  the coming of  the
Messiah.  It  is  an  alarm  for  the  world  to  prepare  for  the  final
judgments and the great King's arrival. No one knows the exact
day or hour of this festival's fulfillment, just as no one knows the
exact time of the Messiah's return.

6. Yom Kippur (Day of
Atonement) – The Final
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Atonement and Judgment
Ten days after the Feast of Trumpets comes the most sacred and
solemn day on the biblical  calendar:  Yom Kippur,  the Day of
Atonement.  This  is  the  only  day  when  the  High  Priest  was
permitted to enter the Holy of  Holies in the Temple to make
atonement for the sins of the entire nation.
The Historical Observance: Yom Kippur is a day of complete
rest,  fasting,  and  intense  prayer.  It  is  a  day  of  "afflicting  one's
soul" and confessing sin. In the Temple, the High Priest would
offer  a  sacrifice  for  his  own  sins  and  then  for  the  people.  He
would lay his hands on the head of a live goat, the "scapegoat,"
confessing the sins  of  the nation,  and send it  away into  the
wilderness, symbolically carrying the sins away.
The  Prophetic  Fulfillment  in  the  Messiah:  Yeshua  is  our
ultimate  High  Priest  and  our  ultimate  sacrifice.  He  entered  the
heavenly Holy of Holies, not with the blood of bulls and goats, but
with His own blood, securing an eternal redemption (Hebrews
9:11-12).  At  His  first  coming,  He  made  atonement  for  sin.  The
prophetic fulfillment of Yom Kippur looks forward to the day when
all of Israel, and indeed the world, will recognize Yeshua as the
Messiah and true atonement. The Prophet Zechariah speaks of a

future day when the Jewish people will "look on me, the one they
have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an
only  child"  (Zechariah  12:10).  This  national  repentance  and
turning  to  the  Messiah  is  the  ultimate  fulfillment  of  the  Day  of
Atonement.  It  is  a  day  of  final  judgment  but  also  of  final  and
complete  restoration.

7. Sukkot (Feast of
Tabernacles) – The
Dwelling of God with Man
The final and most joyous of the seven festivals of the Messiah is
Sukkot,  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  (or  Booths).  This  seven-day
festival  begins  on  the  15th  of  Tishrei,  just  five  days  after  Yom
Kippur.  It  is  a  festival  of  great  rejoicing.
The  Historical  Observance:  Sukkot  is  a  harvest  festival,
celebrating  the  final  gathering  of  the  year's  crops.  Its  unique
feature is the building of temporary shelters, or sukkot, made of
branches and leaves. Families eat, sleep, and live in these sukkot
for the duration of the feast. This practice is


