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EXPLORING THE SECOND SUITE
IN F SHEET MUSIC: A
CONDUCTOR'S GUIDE TO HOLST'S
MASTERPIECE

Gustav Holst's Second Suite in F for
Military  Band  stands  as  one  of  the
most  significant  and  enduring  works  in
the  w ind  band  reper to i re .  Fo r
conductors, performers, and enthusiasts
alike, finding reliable Second Suite in F
sheet  music  is  the  first  step  toward

unlocking  the  full  potential  of  this
remarkable  composition.  Originally
completed in 1911, this four-movement
suite  draws  deeply  from  English  folk
songs  and  demonstrates  Holst 's
extraordinary  ability  to  transform
traditional  melodies  into  sophisticated
concert  music.  Whether  you  are  a
student preparing for a performance, a
conductor programming a concert, or a
hobbyist  seeking  to  study  the  score,
understanding the nuances of this piece
and  its  available  editions  will  greatly
enhance your musical journey.
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The Historical
Significance of
Holst's Second
Suite in F
To appreciate the Second Suite in F
sheet music, one must first understand
the  historical  context  in  which  it  was
created.  Gustav  Holst  composed  the
suite during a fertile period of his career,
short ly  before  h is  more  famous
orchestral work, The Planets. The piece
was written specifically for military band,
a  medium  that  was  undergo ing
significant  transformation  at  the

beginning  of  the  twentieth  century.
Unlike  many  composers  who  regarded
band music as a lesser art form, Holst
approached  the  medium  with  genuine
artistic seriousness. His use of folk song
material was not merely decorative but
structural, forming the backbone of each
movement.
The  Second  Suite  in  F  premiered  in
1922, though it had been written more
than  a  decade  earlier.  Its  delayed
publication and performance did nothing
to diminish its impact. Today, the suite is
considered  a  cornerstone  of  the  wind
band  repertoire,  and  studying  the
Second  Suite  in  F  sheet  music
reveals  why  it  has  maintained  such  a
prominent  position  for  over  a  century.
The work represents a perfect marriage
o f  f o l k  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  m o d e r n
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compositional technique, creating music
that feels both timeless and fresh.

Understanding
the Four
Movements
Through the
Score
When you open the Second Suite in F
sheet  music,  you  are  immediately
struck  by  the  clarity  and  purpose  of
Holst's notation. Each movement tells a
distinct  story  while  contributing to  the
overall arc of the suite. Let us examine

each movement in detail.

Movement One:
March
The  opening  March  immediately
establishes  the  folk  character  of  the
su i te .  Based  on  the  fo lk  songs
"Glorishears" and "Swansea Town," this
movement  is  marked  by  its  rhythmic
vitality  and  melodic  directness.  In  the
Second Suite in F sheet music, you
wi l l  not ice  that  Holst  employs  a
straightforward  ternary  form,  with  the
contrasting  middle  section  providing
lyrical  relief  from  the  energetic  outer
sections.  The  march  demands  precise
articulation from all sections of the band,
particularly  the  percussion  and  lower
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brass. Conductors studying the score will
observe  Holst's  masterful  use  of
instrumental color, as he assigns the folk
melodies  to  different  voices  throughout
the  movement.
The march tempo is indicated as allegro
moderato, and the time signature shifts
between 2/2 and 6/8, creating a natural
rhythmic flow that mirrors the dance-like
quality  of  the  source  material.  When
performing from good Second Suite in
F  sheet  music,  musicians  must  pay
careful attention to these time signature
changes,  as  they  are  essential  to
maintaining the correct character of the
music.

Movement Two:
Song Without
Words
The second movement, marked andante,
is a setting of the folk song "I'll Love My
Love."  This  is  perhaps  the  most
emotionally  profound  section  of  the
suite. In the Second Suite in F sheet
music, you will see that Holst writes a
hauntingly  beautiful  melody  for  solo
cornet  o r  soprano  saxophone ,
accompanied by sustained chords in the
woodwinds  and  lower  brass.  The
movement builds to a powerful  climax
before subsiding into quiet resignation.
The  harmonic  language  here  is
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characteristically  English,  with  modal
inflections  that  lend  the  music  an
ancient,  timeless  quality.  Conductors
should  study  the  dynamic  markings
carefully, as the emotional impact of this
movement  depends  entirely  on  subtle
shaping of phrases and careful balance
between soloist and accompaniment.

Movement
Three: Song of
the Blacksmith
The third movement brings a dramatic
change of mood. Based on the folk song
"The  Blacksmith,"  this  movement  is
energetic,  rhythmic,  and  deliberately

rustic. In the Second Suite in F sheet
music, you will immediately notice the
prominent use of percussion, particularly
the anvil (or a metal bar struck with a
hammer)  that  gives  the movement  its
characteristic sound. Holst uses the anvil
both  as  a  rhythmic  device  and  as  a
programmatic  element,  evoking  the
image  of  a  blacksmith  at  work.  The
movement  is  in  2/4  time  and  marked
allegro. The melodic material is angular
and forceful, passed between sections of
the band in a call-and-response fashion.
Performers  will  find  that  precise
rhythmic  coordination  is  essential,
especially  in  the  passages  where  the
anvil  interacts  with  the  brass  and
woodwinds.
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Movement Four:
Fantasia on the
Dargason
The final movement is a brilliant fantasia
on  the  traditional  tune  "Dargason,"
which also appears in Holst's earlier St.
Paul's Suite  for strings. In the Second
Suite  in  F  sheet  music,  you  will
observe  that  Holst  combines  the
Dargason  melody  with  the  folk  song
"Greens leeves"  in  a  master fu l
contrapuntal  display.  The movement is
marked allegro moderato and is in 6/8
time  throughout.  The  energy  builds
steadily toward a triumphant conclusion.
This  movement  demands  technical

facility from every section of the band,
as  the  melodic  lines  move  rapidly
between voices. The Second Suite in F
sheet  mus i c  r e v e a l s  H o l s t ' s
extraordinary skill at counterpoint, as he
weaves the two familiar tunes together
in increasingly complex combinations.

Choosing the
Best Edition of
Second Suite in F
Sheet Music
Selecting the right edition of the Second
Suite in F sheet music  is crucial for
both  study  and  performance.  Several
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publishers  offer  editions  of  this  work,
and each has its strengths and potential
drawbacks.  The  original  Boosey  &
Hawkes edition remains widely used and
is  considered  authoritative.  However,
more  recent  critical  editions  have
corrected errors  that  crept  into  earlier
printings  and have provided additional
historical context.
When  evaluating  Second  Suite  in  F
sheet  music,  consider  the  following
factors:

Editorial accuracy: Look for
editions that have been carefully
checked against the composer's
original manuscript. Some older
editions contain errors in notes,
dynamics, or articulations that can
mislead performers.

Format and readability: The
physical quality of the Second
Suite in F sheet music matters,
especially for rehearsal use. Clear
engraving, appropriate page turns,
and durable binding are practical
considerations that affect the
rehearsal experience.
Included historical notes: Some
editions include program notes,
performance suggestions, and
historical background. These can
be invaluable for conductors and
students seeking deeper
understanding of the piece.
Digit availability: For modern
convenience, many musicians
prefer digital editions of Second
Suite in F sheet music that can
be viewed on tablets or printed as
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needed. Ensure that any digital
version you purchase is of high
resolution and properly formatted.

Performance
Considerations
from the Score
Once you have acquired quality Second
Suite in F sheet music, the next step
is  to  study  it  with  an  eye  toward
performance. Holst's score is deceptively
simple looking, but it contains numerous
challenges that require careful attention.
One of the most important aspects is the
rhythmic  integrity  of  the  march
movement. The alternation between 2/2

and 6/8 can easily become muddied if
the conductor does not maintain a clear
beat  pattern.  The Second Suite in F
sheet music provides all the necessary
information, but it is up to the conductor
to interpret it effectively.
Balance  is  another  critical  concern.  In
the  "Song  Without  Words,"  the  solo
cornet  or  saxophone  must  be  able  to
project over the accompaniment without
forcing. The Second Suite in F sheet
music indicates dynamic levels that are
often  quite  soft  for  the  accompanying
parts, but achieving this balance in a live
performance  space  requires  careful
rehearsal  and  positioning  of  players.
The percussion section carries particular
responsibility in the third movement. The
anvil part in the "Song of the Blacksmith"
must  be  performed  with  rhythmic
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precision and a tone that blends with the
ensemble.  Many  conductors  choose  to
use a real anvil or a metal brake drum to
achieve  the  authentic  sound  Holst
intended. The Second Suite in F sheet
music  specifies  the  instrument,  but
practical  substitutions  are  sometimes
necessary  depending  on  available
resources.

Teaching and
Learning from
the Second Suite

in F Sheet Music
For educators, the Second Suite in F
sheet music is a valuable teaching tool.
T h e  w o r k  p r o v i d e s  e x c e l l e n t
opportunities  to  introduce  students  to
folk song forms, modal harmony, and the
development  of  thematic  material.
Because the suite contains movements
of  varying  difficulty,  it  can  be
programmed  by  bands  at  different  skill
leve ls .  The  march  and  fantas ia
movements  are  more  technically
demanding,  while  the  "Song  Without
Words"  allows  for  expressive  growth
among less experienced players.
When  using  the  Second  Suite  in  F
sheet music in an educational setting,
consider  focusing  on  the  following
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learning  objectives:

Understanding the relationship1.
between folk melody and
composed art music
Recognizing and performing modal2.
scales and harmonies
Developing ensemble balance and3.
blend across different instrumental
sections
Practicing rhythmic precision,4.
especially in mixed-meter
passages
Cultivating expressive phrasing5.
and dynamic control

Students who study the Second Suite
in F sheet music carefully will gain not
only  technical  skills  but  also a  deeper
appreciation for the rich tradition of wind
band literature. Holst's work stands as a

bridge between the folk tradition and the
concert  hall,  and  it  offers  countless
lessons  about  orchestration,  form,  and
musical storytelling.

Digital Resources
for Second Suite
in F Sheet Music
In  today's  digital  age,  finding  Second
Suite in F sheet music online is easier
than ever. Many reputable websites offer
licensed  digital  downloads  of  the  full
score  and  individual  parts.  Platforms
such  as  IMSLP  provide  public  domain
editions of the work, but users should be
aware that not all digital copies are of
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equal  quality.  Some  scans  of  older
editions may contain errors or be difficult
to  read.  If  you  are  preparing  for  a
professional  performance  or  important
competition, it is strongly recommended
to  purchase  a  recent,  carefully  edited
edition from an established publisher.
Commercially  available  digital  Second
Suite in F sheet music  often comes
with additional features, such as audio
previews, practice tracks, and interactive
annotations.  These  tools  can  be
especially helpful for individual practice
and  sect ional  rehearsals.  When
downloading digital sheet music, ensure
that you have the right to print copies
for  all  members  of  your  ensemble,  as
licensing terms vary between products.

Arrangements
and
Transcriptions of
the Second Suite
in F
The popularity of the Second Suite has
led  to  numerous  arrangements  and
transcriptions of the Second Suite in F
sheet  music  for  different  ensembles.
You  can  find  versions  for  brass  band,
woodwind choir, saxophone quartet, and
even  full  orchestra.  While  the  original
military  band  version  remains  the
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definitive  setting,  these  alternative
arrangements allow more musicians to
experience  and  perform Holst's  music.
When  selecting  an  arrangement,
consider  whether  it  stays  true  to  the
or ig inal  score  and  whether  i t  is
appropriate  for  your  ensemble's  skill
level and instrumentation.
Some  arrangements  of  the  Second
Suite in  F  sheet  music  simplify  the
original  parts  or  redistribute  them  to
accommodate  different  instrument
combinations. While these can be useful
for educational purposes, traditionalists
may  prefer  to  work  with  the  original
scoring  whenever  possible.  The
authentic  version  offers  a  level  of
craftsmanship  and  subtlety  that  even
the  best  arrangements  cannot  fully
replicate.

Conclusion: The
Enduring Legacy
of the Second
Suite in F
Gustav  Holst's  Second  Suite  in  F  for
Military Band remains an essential work
for wind ensembles around the world. Its
blend  of  folk  tradition,  masterful
orchestration,  and  emotional  depth
ensures  that  it  continues  to  challenge
and  inspire  performers  more  than  a
century after  its  composition.  Securing
reliable  Second  Suite  in  F  sheet
music  is  the  first  step  toward  engaging
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with this masterpiece, whether you are a
conductor  preparing  for  a  concert,  a
student studying form and orchestration,
or  an  enthusiast  simply  enjoying  the
music  from  the  page.  By  choosing  a
quality edition, studying the score with

care,  and  approaching  the  work  with
respect  for  its  historical  and  musical
significance,  you  will  discover  why  the
Second Suite in F has rightfully earned
i t s  p l a c e  a m o n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t
compositions  for  wind  band.  As


