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INTRODUCTION: SOARING INTO
THE WORLD OF TARRYTOWN’S
YOUNG JETS

For  a  generation  of  preschoolers,  the
gentle hum of a small  airplane engine
signaled the start of an adventure. Jay
Jay the Jet  Plane,  an  American  CGI-
animated children’s television series that
aired from 1998 to 2005, captured the
imaginations of  young viewers with its
charming  cast  of  anthropomorphic

aircraft.  The  show,  set  in  the  colorful
Tarrytown Airport, focused on friendship,
problem-solving, and emotional growth,
all  delivered  through  the  antics  of  its
lovable  characters.  Understanding  the
Jay Jay the Jet  Plane characters  is
key  to  appreciating  why  the  series
remains  a  nostalgic  favorite  for  many
families.  Each  character,  from  the
curious  young  jet  to  the  wise  older
plane,  offers  a  unique  personality  that
teaches valuable life lessons. This article
provides  a  deep  dive  into  the  entire
ensemble,  exploring  their  traits,  roles,
and the timeless  appeal  they bring to
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the runway.

THE MAIN CHARACTERS: THE
HEART OF TARRYTOWN AIRPORT

The core group of Jay Jay the Jet Plane
characters consists of six young planes
and their adult mentors. They live, learn,
and  play  together  in  a  world  where
airplanes have feelings, dreams, and a
perpetual need for fuel and friendship.

Jay Jay: The
Curious Young
Jet
Jay Jay is  the star of  the show—a six-
year-old blue and white jet plane with a

boundless sense of curiosity. He is eager
to explore the world beyond Tarrytown
and often finds himself in situations that
require him to think creatively. Jay Jay’s
defining trait is his optimism. Even when
his flights hit  turbulence, he approaches
challenges with a positive attitude and a
willingness to learn. His catchphrase, “I
love  to  fly!”  encapsulates  his  zest  for
life. Jay Jay is also the most relatable of
the Jay Jay the Jet Plane characters
for young children, as he embodies the
universal experience of being small in a
big world, asking questions, and making
mistakes. He often leads the group on
imaginative  adventures,  turning
mundane  airport  tasks  into  exciting
missions.
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Tracy: The
Clever Pink Plane
Tracy is a pink, female plane who is both
intelligent and compassionate. She is Jay
Jay’s best friend and often the voice of
reason in their escapades. Tracy enjoys
solving puzzles and reading books, which
makes  her  the  problem-solver  of  the
group. She is also very nurturing, always
looking  out  for  her  friends’  feelings.
Unlike  Jay  Jay’s  spontaneous  nature,
Tracy tends to plan ahead. She is one of
the most beloved Jay Jay the Jet Plane
characters  because she demonstrates
how  intelligence  and  kindness  can  go
hand  in  hand .  T racy  a l so  has  a
competitive  side,  especially  when  it

comes to races or challenges,  but she
always  plays  fair.  Her  pink  color  and
cheerful  demeanor  make  her  instantly
recognizable  and  appealing  to  the
show’s  target  audience.

Snuffy: The
Sensitive Yellow
Propeller Plane
Snuffy  is  a  small,  yellow  biplane  with  a
big heart—and an even bigger tendency
to  get  emotional.  He  is  the  most
sensitive of the group, often crying when
he  feels  sad  or  frustrated.  Snuffy’s
character arc in many episodes revolves
around managing his feelings,  learning
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that  i t  i s  okay  to  be  upset ,  and
discovering healthy ways to cope. He is
also incredibly loyal and will do anything
for  his  friends,  even  if  it  scares  him.
Snuffy’s  fear  of  heights  (ironic  for  a
plane) adds a layer of depth that helps
children understand that  everyone has
fears. As one of the key Jay Jay the Jet
Plane  characters,  Snuffy  teaches
emotional  literacy—a crucial  lesson for
preschoolers.  His  catchphrase,  “Oh,
dearie  me!”  is  often  heard  when  he
encounters a difficult situation.

Big Jake: The

Wise and Strong
Cargo Plane
Big Jake is the oldest and largest plane
at Tarrytown Airport. He is a dark green
cargo  plane  with  a  gruff  exterior  but  a
very gentle heart. Big Jake serves as a
paternal  figure  to  the  younger  planes,
offering advice and guidance when they
need it most. He often tells stories about
his  younger  days  flying  over  mountains
and oceans,  which fascinates the little
jets.  Big  Jake  is  also  incredibly  strong
and is called upon when heavy lifting is
required—whether it is towing a broken-
down plane or moving a large obstacle.
However, he is not just brawn; he is also
wise and patient. Among the Jay Jay the
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Jet  Plane  characters ,  Big  Jake
represents  stability  and  experience,
showing children that strength comes in
many  forms,  including  emotional
support.

Brenda: The
Caring and
Capable
Helicopter
Brenda is a bright orange helicopter who
acts as the maternal figure in the group.
She  is  nurturing,  efficient,  and  always
ready to help. Brenda can hover, land in
t ight  spots,  and  perform  rescue

operations that fixed-wing planes cannot
do. Her role often involves taking care of
the younger characters, reminding them
to wear their “seatbelts” (a metaphor for
safety) and to listen to the grown-ups.
Brenda is also a hard worker and runs
t h e  a i r p o r t ’ s  c o n t r o l  t o w e r
communications. She is a fantastic role
model  for  young  girls,  showing  that
females  can  be  both  car ing  and
mechanically competent. As part of the
m a i n  J a y  J a y  t h e  J e t  P l a n e
characters,  Brenda’s  steady  presence
ensures that the airport runs smoothly
even when squabbles break out among
the little planes.
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Herky: The
Energetic Little

Propeller Plane
Herky is a small, green biplane who is
full  of  energy  and  often  acts  before
thinking.  He is  the comic relief  of  the
show, always zipping around Tarrytown
at top speed,  sometimes crashing into
things.  Herky’s  impulsiveness  leads  to
many  of  the  episodes’  conflicts,  but  his
good intentions mean he always tries to
make things right. He loves to play tricks
and  tell  jokes,  but  he  also  learns
valuable  lessons  about  listening  and
patience.  Because  of  his  high  energy,
Herky  appeals  to  the  most  active

children watching. He is one of the more
mischievous  Jay  Jay  the  Jet  Plane
characters, but his heart is pure gold.
His signature line is a fast-paced “Whoa,
whoa, whoa!” as he speeds into trouble.

SUPPORTING CHARACTERS:
EXPANDING THE AIRPORT
COMMUNITY

Beyond the main six, Tarrytown Airport
is home to several minor characters that
appear regularly. These Jay Jay the Jet
Plane  characters  add  depth  and
variety  to  the  stories.

Revvin’ Evan:
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The Mechanical
Expert
Revvin’  Evan  is  a  red  hot-rod-like
a i rp l ane  who  l oves  speed  and
mechanics. He runs the airport’s repair
shop and always  has  a  wrench  in  his
hand.  Evan  is  a  bit  of  a  show-off,  often
bragging about his speed, but he is also
very helpful when any of the characters
need  a  tune-up.  He  teaches  children
about  basic  mechanical  concepts  and
the importance of  taking care  of  your
belongings.  Revvin’  Evan’s  character
adds a touch of technical knowledge to
the show, making him a unique member
o f  t h e  J a y  J a y  t h e  J e t  P l a n e
characters .

Savannah: The
Southern Belle
Plane
Savannah is a beautiful,  cream-colored
classic propeller plane with a Southern
accent.  She  is  elegant,  polite,  and
somet imes  a  b i t  va in  about  her
appearance.  Savannah  flies  in
occasionally  from her  home airport  to
visit  her friends. Her presence teaches
lessons about manners, hospitality, and
not judging someone by their looks. As a
visiting  character,  Savannah  enriches
the social dynamics of the Jay Jay the
Jet Plane characters.
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Old Oscar: The
Wisdom of the
Airport
Old  Oscar  is  a  vintage,  dusty  biplane
that lives in a hangar at the far end of
the  airport.  He  is  rarely  flown  anymore
because  of  his  age,  but  he  knows
everything  about  the  history  of
Tarrytown. Oscar is the storyteller of the
group, sharing tales of the early days of
aviation.  He  gives  the  young  planes
perspective on how things have changed
and the value of remembering the past.
Old  Oscar  is  a  gentle  reminder  that
being old does not mean being useless,
and  he  is  a  beloved  figure  among  the

Jay  Jay  the  Jet  Plane  characters.

HUMAN CHARACTERS: THE
GROUND CREW

While  the  planes  are  the  stars,  the
human characters play supporting roles
that ground (literally) the show in reality.
There  is  Jimbo,  the  friendly  mechanic
who looks after the planes, and Ms. Lee,
the  air  traffic  controller.  They  rarely
speak in  the show but  are often seen
fixing  or  directing  the  aircraft.  Their
silent  presence  emphasizes  that  even
though the planes talk, they still rely on
humans for maintenance and guidance.
This subtle aspect of the Jay Jay the Jet
Plane characters world helps children
understand  the  relationship  between
machines  and  their  human  operators.
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THEMES AND LESSONS
EMBEDDED IN THE CHARACTERS

Each  of  the  Jay  Jay  the  Jet  Plane
characters  was  designed  to  teach
specific  emotional  and  social  skills.  The
show’s creators intentionally gave each
plane  a  dominant  trait—curiosity,
intelligence,  sensitivity,  strength,
nurturing,  or  energy—to  represent
different aspects of a child’s personality.
Episodes  often  revolve  around  one
character  learning  to  overcome  a  flaw.
For  example,  Jay  Jay  might  learn  that
asking for help is not a sign of weakness,
or  Herky  might  discover  that  slowing
down leads to better results.
Additionally,  the  characters  model
healthy  communication.  When  Snuffy
cries, Tracy comforts him. When Big Jake

is stern, he always explains why. These
interactions  provide  a  blueprint  for
preschoolers  on  how  to  manage  their
own relationships. The Jay Jay the Jet
Plane  characters  are  not  just
entertainment;  they  are  tools  for
emotional  education.

LEGACY OF THE TARRYTOWN
FLEET

Even  though  the  last  episode  aired
nearly two decades ago, the Jay Jay the
Jet  Plane  characters  continue  to
resonate.  The  series  was  praised  by
parents and educators for its gentle tone
and  pro-social  messages.  Today,  the
characters  live  on  through  streaming
services,  DVDs,  and  merchandise.  Jay
Jay,  Tracy,  Snuffy,  and  the  rest  remain
recognizable  icons  of  early  childhood
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television. Their simple, colorful designs
and clear personality traits make them
easy for children to remember and love.
The  show  also  stands  out  because  it
focused  on  interpersonal  skills  rather
than academic lessons. Children learned
about  empathy,  perseverance,  and
cooperation through the adventures  of
these young aircraft. In an era of fast-
paced  cartoons,  the  slow-paced,
thoughtful stories of Tarrytown feel like a
comforting lullaby.

CONCLUSION: WHY THESE
CHARACTERS STILL MATTER

The  world  of  Tarrytown  Airport  offers  a
timeless  lesson:  flying  is  fun,  but
friendship  is  even better.  The Jay Jay
the  Jet  Plane  characters  remain

beloved  because  they  are  not  just
planes;  they  are  mirrors  of  childhood
experiences. Jay Jay’s curiosity, Tracy’s
cleverness,  Snuffy’s  sensitivity,  Big
Jake’s  strength,  Brenda’s  care,  and
Herky’s  energy  together  form  a
complete  picture  of  growing  up.  Each
character  faces  challenges  that  every
child  recognizes:  fear  of  the unknown,
the  desire  to  be  liked,  the  need  for
independence,  and  the  comfort  of  a
helping wing. Whether you are a parent
in t roduc ing  the  show  to  a  new
generation or a nostalgic adult revisiting
your  own  childhood,  these  characters
offer  a  smooth  flight  back  to  simpler
times.  They  remind  us  that  even  the
smallest jet can fly high with the support
of good friends.


