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UNRAVELING THE
VAST WORLD OF
THE MALAZAN
BOOK OF THE
FALLEN MAP

For  readers  venturing
into  Steven  Erikson
and Ian C. Esslemont's
sprawling epic  fantasy
series,  the  Malazan
Book  of  the  Fallen,
the sheer scale of the
w o r l d  c a n  b e  a s
d a u n t i n g  a s  i t  i s
thrilling.  One  of  the
first  tools  a  new
reader ,  o r  even  a
seasoned fan revisiting
the series, reaches for
is the Malazan of the
Fal len  map .  Th is

geographical  guide  is
far more than a simple
illustration; it  is a key
to  understanding  the
complex  po l i t i ca l
l a n d s c a p e s ,  t h e
treacherous  journeys,
and  the  ancient,  war-
ravaged  history  of  a
world known as Wu.
M a p s  i n  f a n t a s y
literature  have  always
held  a  special  place,
serving  as  a  visual
a n c h o r  f o r  t h e
imagination.  For  a
series  as  dense  and
layered as the Malazan
universe,  the  maps
provided in the front of
t h e  n o v e l s  a r e
indispensable.  They
are  the  cartographic
soul  of  the  narrative,
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cha r t i ng  no t  j u s t
territories but the very
flow  of  power,  conflict,
and magic. This article
w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a
comprehensive  guide
to  understanding,
appreciat ing,  and
navigating  the  many
layers of the Malazan
of  the  Fallen  map,
exp lo r i ng  i t s  key
continents,  significant
c i t i es ,  and  why  i t
remains  an  essential
companion  for  any
traveler  through  this
u n f o r g i v i n g  a n d
wondrous  world.

The
Continent
s of the
Malazan

Book of
the Fallen
Map
T h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e
Ma lazan  ser ies  i s
divided  into  several
distinct  continents,
each  w i th  i t s  own
unique culture, history,
a n d  r o l e  i n  t h e
overarching  narrative.
The  pr imary  maps
found  in  the  books
typically  focus  on  the
central landmass most
relevant to the story at
hand.  Understanding
the  layout  of  these
continents  is  the  first
step  to  mastering  the
geography  o f  the
series.

GENABACKIS: THE
CRUCIBLE OF
CONFLICT

For  many  readers,
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Genabackis  is  the  first
continent they explore.
Featured heavily in the
first  book,  Gardens  of
t h e  M o o n ,  t h i s
continent is the staging
ground for the Malazan
Empire's  relentless
e x p a n s i o n .  T h e
M a l a z a n  o f  t h e
F a l l e n  m a p  o f
Genabackis  reveals  a
l a n d  o f  d r a m a t i c
contrasts.  From  the
sprawling,  bustling
streets  of  the  city  of
Darujhistan—a free city
o f  w o n d e r s  a n d
political  intrigue—to
the  grim  fortifications
of the city of Pale, the
geography  reflects  the
conflict.  The  dense
forests of the Barghast
lands,  the  towering
peaks  of  the  Moranth
Mountains,  and  the
desolate,  war-torn
plains  around the city
of Black Coral all tell a
story  of  a  continent
u n d e r  s i e g e .  K e y

locations on this part of
the  map  include  the
region of Seven Cities'
influence  to  the  south
and  the  powerfu l ,
ancient  fortress  of
Moon's  Spawn,  which
hovers ominously over
the landscape.

SEVEN CITIES: THE
LAND OF THE
WHIRLWIND

Arguably  the  most
iconic  continent  for
many  fans ,  Seven
Cities is the setting for
the second major story
a rc  i n  the  se r i es ,
spanning  Deadhouse
Gates and Memories of
I ce  ( i n  pa r t ) .  The
M a l a z a n  o f  t h e
Fallen map  of  Seven
C i t i e s  i s  a  ha r sh ,
unforgiving expanse of
deserts, badlands, and
ancient holy sites. It is
a land of rebellion and
desperate survival. The
m a p  r e v e a l s  t h e



4

4 Malazan Of The Fallen Map 2025-01-11

infamous  Chain  of
D o g s  r o u t e ,  a
harrowing  march  of
refugees  across  the
continent from the city
of Hissar in the east to
the  distant  refuge  of
Aren in the west.  Key
cities  like  Ehrlitan,  a
crossroads of trade and
knowledge,  the  vast
and  ancient  city  of
Karakarang,  and  the
holy city of Ubaryd are
al l  etched  into  the
geography of rebellion.
The  Malazan  of  the
Fallen map  of  Seven
Cities is not just about
locations;  it  is  about
the  sheer,  oppressive
d i s t a n c e  a n d  t h e
b r u t a l i t y  o f  t h e
landscape  itself.

LETHERAS: THE
LAND OF GOLD AND
GREED

A s  t h e  s e r i e s
progresses,  the  focus
shifts to the continent

of Letheras, the setting
for the latter half of the
main series, beginning
with  Midnight  Tides.
The  Malazan  of  the
F a l l e n  m a p  o f
Letheras  introduces  a
different  kind  of  world.
I t  i s  a  l a n d  o f
sophisticated  empires,
mercantile  power,  and
a  deeply  entrenched
class  system.  The
geography  is  defined
by  the  massive,  life-
giving  Lether  River,
a round  wh ich  the
entire economy of the
continent revolves. The
primary political entity,
the Letherii  Empire,  is
a  s p r a w l i n g ,
bureaucratic state that
has conquered most of
i ts  neighbors.  Key
features  of  this  map
include the capital city
of  Letheras,  a  seat  of
unimaginable  wealth
and corruption, and the
neighboring,  more
independent  kingdoms
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l ike  the  Tiste  Edur
lands to the north. The
map  of  Letheras  is  a
study  in  controlled,
ordered  expansion,  in
stark  contrast  to  the
chaotic  frontiers  of
Genabackis  and  the
brutal  struggles  of
Seven  Cities.

ASSAIL AND
JACURUKU: THE
EDGES OF THE
WORLD

The  Malazan  of  the
Fallen  map  is  not
complete  wi thout
mentioning  the  more
enigmatic  continents.
Assa i l ,  a  co ld  and
mysterious land to the
north, is the setting for
its own series by Ian C.
Esslemont, but even in
the  main  ser ies,  i t
looms  as  a  place  of
ancient  power  and
dangerous  secrets.
Jacuruku,  a  continent
ravaged  by  a  terrible

war  in  its  past,  is  a
place  of  ru ins  and
hidden legacies. These
m a p s ,  w h i l e  l e s s
central  to  the  main
narrative of the Book of
t h e  F a l l e n ,  a d d
immense depth to the
world-building.  They
represent  the  final
frontiers, the unknown
corners  of  the  world
that still hold mysteries
and  potentially  world-
altering powers.

Navigatin
g the Key
Locations
on the
Malazan
Map
Beyond the continents,
the  Malazan  of  the
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Fallen map is studded
with  specific  locations
that are pivotal to the
plot.  Understanding
their  relationship  to
one  another  is  crucial.

Malaz Island:
The small,
unassuming
island that gave
the empire its
name. It is the
birthplace of the
Malazan military
and the seat of
its early power.
The map shows it
nestled in the
seas between
Genabackis and
Quon Tali, a
strategic hub
that grew into a
global empire.
Quon Tali: The
mainland
continent from
which the
Malazan Empire
originated. It is
the heartland of
the empire,

home to its
capital, Unta.
The map of Quon
Tali shows a
mature, settled
land, largely
subjugated and
integrated into
the imperial
system.
The Riders of
the Wake: A
mysterious naval
force that patrols
the seas. While
not a location on
a map per se,
their presence is
felt across all the
oceans, and their
routes, as
implied by the
geography,
influence travel
and trade.
The Warrens:
While not a
physical location
on a
conventional
map, the
Warrens are a
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system of
magical realms
that overlay and
connect the
physical world. A
true Malazan of
the Fallen map
for a mage would
include these
abstract but very
real pathways.
They are a form
of geography in
their own right, a
dimensional map
that skilled users
can navigate.

Why the
Malazan
Map is
Essential
for

Readers
The  Malazan  of  the
Fallen  map  is  not
merely  a  decorative
e l e m e n t ;  i t  i s  a
functional  tool  that
enhances  the  reading
experience  in  several
profound ways.
Firstly,  it  provides  a
tangible sense of scale.
The  Malazan  series  is
famous for its complex
political  and  military
maneuvers,  which
often  involve  armies
marching  across  vast
distances.  The  map
allows  the  reader  to
visualize  the  enormity
of  the  Chain  of  Dogs,
t h e  s t r a t e g i c
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a
mountain pass,  or  the
isolation of a city under
siege. It turns abstract
descriptions of  "weeks
of  marching"  into  a
concrete  reality  of
mountain  ranges  and
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arid plains.
Secondly,  it  aids  in
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
alliances  and  conflicts.
A  g l a n c e  a t  t h e
M a l a z a n  o f  t h e
Fallen  map  reveals
why certain empires go
to  war.  The  proximity
of the Malazan Empire
to Genabackis explains
their  invasion.  The
g e o g r a p h i c a l
separation  of  Seven
Cities from the imperial
heartland explains why
rebellion  could  fester.
The  map  is  a  si lent
narrator of geopolitical
strategy.
Thirdly,  it  deepens
immersion.  When  a
character  mentions  a
d i s t a n t  c i t y  o r  a
legendary  landmark,
being able to find it  on
the  map anchors  that
r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h e
reade r ' s  m ind .  I t
transforms  the  world
from  a  collection  of
names into a cohesive,

explorable  space.  This
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
important  in  a  series
w h e r e  s o  m a n y
characters  are  on  the
m o v e ,  a n d  t h e
narrative  frequently
j u m p s  b e t w e e n
different  regions.

How to
Read and
Interpret
the
Malazan
of the
Fallen
Map
Reading a Malazan of
t h e  F a l l e n  m a p
requires  a  bit  more
attention than a typical
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fantasy map. The map
i s  d e n s e  w i t h
information,  often
including  many  small
locat ions  that  are
referenced  only  briefly
in the text. Here are a
few tips:

Start with the1.
big picture:
Identify the
major continents
first. Get a sense
of where they
are in relation to
each other. This
is your global
framework.
Focus on the2.
region of the
book: When
reading a specific
book,
concentrate on
the map that
corresponds to
that story. Don't
try to memorize
the entire world
at once. The
maps in each
book are tailored

to that book's
plot.
Pay attention3.
to the scale:
Notice the length
of distances
between cities.
This will give you
a feel for how
long journeys
take.
Look for4.
geographic
features:
Mountains,
rivers, and
coastlines are
not just scenery.
They control the
movement of
armies and the
establishment of
trade routes. A
river can be a
highway or a
barrier.
Reference it5.
frequently:
Keep the map
open while you
read. Every time
a new location is
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mentioned, take
a moment to find
it on the map.
This practice will
pay off
immensely in
your
understanding
and enjoyment of
the story.

The
Digital
Age of
the
Malazan
Map
While the printed maps
i n  t h e  b o o k s  a r e
excellent,  the  internet
has spawned a vibrant
c o m m u n i t y  o f
cartographers and fans
who  have  created

interactive  and  highly
detailed versions of the
M a l a z a n  o f  t h e
Fallen  map.  These
digital  maps  often
i n c l u d e  z o o m i n g
capabilities,  layered
information  about
political  boundaries  at
different  points  in  the
timeline,  and  even
markers  for  important
events.  They  are  an
invaluable resource for
deep-dive research and
for  visual iz ing  the
entire world in a single,
con t inuous  v iew .
However, for the pure,
u n a d u l t e r a t e d
e x p e r i e n c e  o f
discovering  the  world
as the author intended,
the  printed  Malazan
of  the  Fallen  map
cannot be beaten. It is
a  work  of  art  and  a
functional  guide,  a
piece  of  the  wor ld
itself.



Malazan Of The Fallen Map 11

11

Concludin
g
Thoughts
on the
Map of a
Masterpie
ce
The  Malazan  of  the
F a l l e n  m a p  i s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
p r o f o u n d  w o r l d -
bui lding  of  Steven
Er ikson  and  Ian  C.
Esslemont.  It  is  not  a
mere decoration but an
integral  component  of
t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  a
character  in  its  own
right  that  shapes  the
destinies  of  empires
and  individuals.  From
the  bloody  fields  of

Genabackis  to  the
scorched  expanses  of
Seven  Cities  and  the
g i l d e d  h a l l s  o f
Letheras,  the  map
provides the stage for
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
a m b i t i o u s  a n d
rewarding stories ever
t o l d  i n  f a n t a s y
literature.
For  those  embarking
on this epic journey, or
r e t u r n i n g  t o  i t ,
c o m m i t t i n g  t h e
M a l a z a n  o f  t h e
F a l l e n  m a p  t o
memory  is  not  just  a
useful  exercise;  it  is
the  first  step  in  truly
understanding  the
scope and depth of the
world. It is the key that
u n l o c k s  t h e  f u l l
r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e
narrative,  allowing the
reader  to  follow  the
br i l l i an t  m i l i t a ry
c a m p a i g n s ,  t h e
desperate  escapes,
and  the  profound,
world-altering  events
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that make this series a
modern  classic.  So,
before  you  turn  the
first page of Gardens of
the Moon, spend a few
minutes with the map.
Let  your  eyes  wander
across  the  mountains,
the  seas ,  and  the

c i t i e s .  L e t  t h e
geography begin to tell
its own story. You will
find  that  the  journey
becomes  infinitely
more  rewarding  when
you know the land you
are traversing.


