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THE ENDURING
RELEVANCE OF VB
KNOWLEDGE
MATTERS IN
MODERN
DEVELOPMENT

In  the  rapidly  shifting
l a n d s c a p e  o f
p r o g r a m m i n g
l a n g u a g e s  a n d
software  engineering,
i t  i s  t e m p t i n g  t o
assume  that  only  the
newest,  most trending
technologies  hold
value. Every few years,
a  new  framework  or
language captures the
collective  imagination
o f  d e v e l o p e r s ,
p rom i s i ng  f a s te r

development  cycles
and  more  powerful
features.  Yet,  beneath
the  surface  of  this
constant  innovation
l i e s  a  b e d r o c k  o f
foundational languages
that continue to power
c r i t i ca l  bus iness
systems  around  the
world.  Visual  Basic,
often  abbreviated  as
V B ,  i s  o n e  s u c h
language. While it may
not  command  the
same headlines as Rust
or  Go,  the phrase Vb
Knowledge  Matters
rings true for countless
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
developers,  and  IT
professionals  who rely
on its stability, ease of
u s e ,  a n d  d e e p
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integration  with  the
Microsoft  ecosystem.
Understanding why this
knowledge  remains
valuable  requires  a
look at the language's
history,  its  current
applications,  and  the
unique  advantages  it
offers  in  a  world
dominated  by  newer
paradigms.

A Brief
History of
Visual
Basic
Visual  Basic  was  first
introduced by Microsoft
in 1991 as a successor
to  the  earlier  BASIC
language.  Its  primary
innovation  was  the
g r a p h i c a l  u s e r
i n t e r f a c e  ( G U I )
d e v e l o p m e n t
environment,  which

allowed  developers  to
drag and drop controls
onto forms rather than
writing  hundreds  of
lines  of  code  just  to
create a  window.  This
v i s u a l  a p p r o a c h
d e m o c r a t i z e d
programming, enabling
a  broader  range  of
people ,  inc lud ing
business  analysts  and
domain  experts,  to
create  funct iona l
app l icat ions .  The
language  evolved
through  versions  such
as VB 4, VB 5, and VB
6,  each  adding  more
robust  features  like
COM  components  and
ActiveX  controls.  By
the  late  1990s  and
early  2000s,  VB6  was
one of the most widely
used  programming
languages in the world,
especially  for  internal
business  applications,
database  front-ends,
and  rapid  prototyping.
Then  came  the  .NET
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revolution.  In  2002,
Microsoft  launched
V isua l  Bas ic  .NET
( V B . N E T ) ,  a
fundamental  rewrite
that integrated VB with
the  .NET  Framework.
T h i s  w a s  a
controversial  move
b e c a u s e  i t  b r o k e
backward compatibility
with  VB6,  requiring
significant  rework  of
existing  codebases.
Despite  the  init ia l
disruption, VB.NET has
remained  a  powerful,
object-oriented,  and
f u l l y  s u p p o r t e d
language  within  the
. N E T  e c o s y s t e m .
T o d a y ,  w h e n  w e
discuss  Vb  Knowledge
Matters,  we  are  often
referring to a spectrum
of  skills  ranging  from
maintaining  classic
VB6  applications  to
developing  modern
solutions  in  VB.NET,
and  even  using  VBA
( V i s u a l  B a s i c  f o r

Applications)  for  Office
automation.

Why Vb
Knowledg
e Matters
in the
Age of
Modern
Language
s
It  is  fair  to  ask:  why
should  a  developer  or
organization  invest
time  in  Visual  Basic
w h e n  P y t h o n ,
JavaScript,  C#,  and
Java  dominate  the
conversation?  The
answer  lies  in  several
k e y  a r e a s  t h a t
h i g h l i g h t  w h y  V b
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Knowledge  Matters  in
practical,  real-world
scenarios.

1. LEGACY SYSTEM
MAINTENANCE AND
MODERNIZATION

A  v a s t  n u m b e r  o f
enterprise applications,
particularly  in  finance,
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,
h e a l t h c a r e ,  a n d
government, were built
on  Visual  Basic  6.0.
These systems process
transactions,  generate
reports,  and  manage
i n v e n t o r y  f o r
organizations  that
generate  billions  of
dollars  in  revenue.
Rewriting  them  from
s c r a t c h  i s  o f t e n
p r o h i b i t i v e l y
expensive,  risky,  and
t i m e - c o n s u m i n g .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,
b u s i n e s s e s  n e e d
d e v e l o p e r s  w h o
understand  VB6  to
maintain, enhance, and

eventually  migrate
these  sys tems  to
modern platforms. The
knowledge  of  how
these  applications
work,  including  their
interaction  with  COM
components,  ActiveX
controls,  and  legacy
databases,  is  critical.
Without this expertise,
organizations  face
significant  operational
risks. This is a primary
r e a s o n  w h y  V b
Knowledge Matters for
long-term  IT  strategy
a n d  b u s i n e s s
continuity.

2. THE UBIQUITY OF
VBA IN MICROSOFT
OFFICE

V i s u a l  B a s i c  f o r
Applications  (VBA)
remains  one  of  the
most  w ide ly  used
scripting  languages  in
the corporate world. It
is  embedded  within
Microsoft  Office
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applications like Excel,
Access,  Word,  and
Outlook.  Professionals
use  VBA  to  automate
repetitive  tasks,  build
complex  financial
models, create custom
reports,  and  integrate
Office applications with
other  systems.  An
accountant  who  can
w r i t e  a  m a c r o  t o
reconcile thousands of
transactions in seconds
is  adding  immense
value.  A  data  analyst
who can pull data from
multiple sources into a
single  Excel  workbook
with a click of a button
is  leveraging  VBA.
Even in 2025, with the
rise of Power Automate
and Office Scripts,  VBA
r e m a i n s  d e e p l y
entrenched.  Therefore,
Vb Knowledge Matters
for  anyone working in
data  analysis,  finance,
operations, or any role
that  relies  heavily  on
the  Microsoft  Office

suite.  Understanding
VBA is often a hidden
s u p e r p o w e r  t h a t
differentiates  highly
productive  employees
from  the  rest.

3. RAPID
APPLICATION
DEVELOPMENT
(RAD) CAPABILITIES

V i s u a l  B a s i c  w a s
designed  from  the
ground  up  for  Rapid
A p p l i c a t i o n
D e v e l o p m e n t .  I n
V B . N E T ,  w i t h  t h e
W i n d o w s  F o r m s
designer  or  even WPF
(Windows  Presentation
F o u n d a t i o n ) ,
developers can quickly
create  funct iona l
desktop  applications
w i t h  r i c h  u s e r
i n t e r f a c e s .  T h e
learning curve is gentle
compared  to  many
other  l anguages ,
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r
developers  who  are
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already  familiar  with
t h e  M i c r o s o f t
ecosystem. This makes
it  an  excellent  choice
for  creating  internal
tools,  utilities,  and
prototypes. When time-
to-market  is  critical
and  the  application
targets  a  Windows
environment,  VB.NET
offers a straightforward
and efficient  path.  This
practical  advantage
reinforces  why  Vb
Knowledge Matters for
small  and  medium-
sized teams that need
to  deliver  software
so lu t ions  qu ick ly
without  the  overhead
o f  m o r e  c o m p l e x
frameworks.

4. DEEP
INTEGRATION WITH
THE MICROSOFT
ECOSYSTEM

Visual  Basic  .NET is  a
first-class citizen of the
.NET ecosystem. It can

use  any  .NET  library,
access the full power of
the .NET Framework or
.NET  Core  (now  .NET
5+),  and  integrate
seamlessly with Azure,
S Q L  S e r v e r ,
SharePoint,  and  other
Microsoft  technologies.
For  organizations  that
are heavily invested in
M i c r o s o f t
infrastructure,  VB.NET
provides a natural and
powerful  way  to  build
custom  applications
that  leverage  existing
i n v e s t m e n t s .
Developers  who  know
C#  can  easi ly  read
VB.NET code and vice
versa, as both compile
t o  t h e  s a m e
Intermediate Language
( I L ) .  T h i s
interoperability  means
that  Vb  Knowledge
Matters  not  only  for
writing  new  code  but
also for  understanding
and  maintaining  the
m a n y  c o d e b a s e s
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written in VB.NET over
the past two decades.

Key Areas
Where Vb
Knowledg
e Matters
Most
To  better  understand
the practical relevance,
let  us  examine specific
domains and scenarios
where  Visual  Basic
sk i l l s  are  not  jus t
useful, but essential.

Financial
Services and
Insurance:
Many core
banking systems,
actuarial models,
and risk
management
tools are built on
VB6 or VB.NET.

The stability and
long lifecycle of
these systems
mean that VB
developers are
still in demand.
Manufacturing
and Supply
Chain: Legacy
inventory
management,
order processing,
and quality
control systems
often run on VB-
based
applications.
Keeping these
systems
operational is
critical for
production.
Healthcare:
Older electronic
health record
(EHR) systems
and laboratory
information
management
systems (LIMS)
frequently use
VB. Interfacing
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with these
systems requires
understanding
their underlying
code.
Government
and Public
Sector:
Government
agencies
worldwide rely
on stable, well-
tested legacy
applications.
Modernization
projects often
begin with a
deep
understanding of
the existing VB
codebase.
Education and
Training: Many
educational
institutions still
use VB.NET or
VBA as
introductory
programming
languages due to
their gentle
learning curve.

Knowledge of VB
helps educators
and curriculum
developers
create effective
learning
materials.

The
Evolution
of Visual
Basic:
From VB6
to VB.NET
and
Beyond
One  cannot  discuss
why  Vb  Knowledge
M a t t e r s  w i t h o u t
acknowledging  the
e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e
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language  itself.  The
transition from VB6 to
V B . N E T  w a s
monumenta l ,  and
understanding  both
dialects  is  a  valuable
skill.
Classic  VB  (VB6):
This  version  is  event-
d r i v e n ,  u s e s  a
proprietary  runtime
(msvbvm60.dll),  and
w o r k s  w i t h  C O M
components.  It  is  not
object-oriented  in  the
modern sense,  though
it supports basic object
concepts.  Knowledge
o f  V B 6  i n v o l v e s
understanding  forms,
controls,  ActiveX  Data
Objects (ADO), and the
Windows API.
VB.NET: This is a fully
o b j e c t - o r i e n t e d
language that runs on
the  .NET  Common
Language  Runtime
(CLR) .  I t  supports
inheritance,  generics,
multithreading, and all
the  modern  features

e x p e c t e d  o f  a
c o n t e m p o r a r y
language. VB.NET also
g i v e s  a c c e s s  t o
Windows  Forms,  WPF,
A S P . N E T  f o r  w e b
development,  and
Xamarin  for  mobile
apps.  Knowledge  of
V B . N E T  m e a n s
understanding the .NET
base  class  l ibrary,
LINQ,  asynchronous
programming,  and
database  access  via
ADO.NET  and  Entity
Framework.
VBA: VBA is the macro
language for  Microsoft
Office.  It  is  not  .NET-
based but shares some
syntactic  similarities
with VB6. Knowledge of
VBA  i s  c ruc ia l  f o r
automating  Excel,
Access,  and  other
Office  applications.  It
involves understanding
the  Office  object
model,  events,  and
user  forms.
Each of  these dialects
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has its own ecosystem
and  community .  A
d e v e l o p e r  w h o
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
limitations of each is in
a  strong  position  to
solve a wide range of
p rob lems .  Th i s  i s
another  layer  of  why
Vb Knowledge Matters:
it  is  not  a  monolithic
skill  but  a  family  of
related  capabilities
that cover diverse use
cases.

Common
Misconce
ptions
About
Visual

Basic
To truly appreciate why
Vb Knowledge Matters,
it is helpful to address
s o m e  c o m m o n
misconceptions  that
have  developed  over
the  years.

Visual Basic is1.
dead. This is
simply not true.
While its
popularity has
declined for new
greenfield
projects, the
existing installed
base is
enormous.
VB.NET is still
supported by
Microsoft and
continues to
receive updates
as part of .NET.
VBA is still
included in Office
and is widely
used.
Visual Basic is2.
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not a real
programming
language.
VB.NET is a fully
capable, type-
safe, object-
oriented
language. It
compiles to the
same IL as C#
and can do
everything C#
can do. Classic
VB6, while less
modern, was also
a powerful tool
for its time.
Only old3.
developers use
Visual Basic.
While many VB
developers have
been in the field
for a long time,
new learning
resources and
community
support still
exist.
Furthermore,
maintaining
legacy systems

requires a steady
stream of new
talent who are
willing to learn
the language.
All VB code4.
should be
rewritten in
C#. This is often
not the best
business
decision.
Rewriting
working, well-
tested code
introduces risk
and cost. It is
usually better to
maintain and
gradually
migrate, or to
integrate with
newer systems
while keeping
the VB
components
intact.
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Practical
Tips for
Learning
and
Applying
Vb
Knowledg

e
If  you are  considering
building  or  enhancing
your Visual Basic skills,
h e r e  a r e  s o m e
p r a c t i c a l
recommendations  that
i l l u s t ra te  why  Vb
Knowledge Matters in a
hands-on way.

Start with VBA
for Excel: This is
the most

accessible entry
point. You can
start by
recording macros
and then
modifying the
generated code.
This gives
immediate,
visible results
and builds
confidence.
Understand the
.NET
Ecosystem: If
you are targeting
VB.NET, invest
time in learning
the .NET
Framework or
.NET Core.
Understanding
the base class
library, garbage
collection, and
asynchronous
programming will
make you a more
effective VB
developer.
Learn to Read
C#: Many code
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examples and
libraries are
written in C#.
Because C# and
VB.NET are so
similar under the
hood, being able
to read C# and
translate
concepts to
VB.NET is a
powerful skill.
Work on a
Legacy Project:
Nothing teaches
VB6 like diving
into an existing
codebase. Find
an open-source
VB6 project or
volunteer to
maintain an
internal tool at
your
organization.
This provides
real-world
context for why
Vb Knowledge
Matters.
Stay Updated:
Even though

VB.NET changes
slower than C#,
it is still part of
the .NET
evolution. Follow
the official .NET
blog and
community
channels to stay
informed about
new features and
support
timelines.

The
Future of
Visual
Basic
Microsoft  has  stated
that  Visual  Basic  will
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e
supported in .NET, but
it will not receive major
new language features.
The  focus  will  be  on
stability,  performance,
and compatibility. This
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means that VB.NET will
remain a viable choice
for  Windows  desktop,
w e b ,  a n d  c l o u d
applications, but it will
not  evolve  as  rapidly
as C# or F#. For VBA,
Microsoft  continues  to
support it in Office, and
it remains the primary
way to automate Office
applications  for  power
users.  The  future  of
VBA  is  secure  in  the
near to medium term,
especially  given  the
immense  amount  of
existing  VBA  code  in
use.
T h i s  t r a j e c t o r y
re inforces  why  Vb
Knowledge  Matters
now  more  than  ever.
As  the  l anguages
s tab i l i ze  and  the

community  of  new
learners  shrinks,  the
e x i s t i n g  b o d y  o f
expertise  becomes
m o r e  v a l u a b l e .
Organizations  wi l l
increasingly  need
e x p e r t s  w h o  c a n
maintain, migrate, and
m o d e r n i z e  t h e s e
systems.  The  scarcity
of  such  skills  could
drive  demand  higher
for those who possess
them.

CONCLUSION

In  a  technology  world
obsessed with the new
and  the  novel,  it  is
easy  to  overlook  the
quiet,  dependable
workhorses  that  keep
businesses  running.
Visual  Basic,  in  its
various  forms,


