
Lyrics Of Change My Heart Oh God 1

Lyrics Of Change My
Heart Oh God

Lyrics Of
Change My
Heart Oh
God

Downloaded from
www.strongadvocates.com

by Benton & Bridget

INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
POWER OF A
SIMPLE PRAYER
SET TO MUSIC

In  the  vast  landscape
o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y
Christian  music,  few
songs possess the raw,
unadorned  simplicity
and  profound  spiritual
depth  as  the  worship
classic that begins with
the plea,  "Change my
heart,  Oh  God."  The
Lyrics Of Change My
Heart  Oh  God  have
resonated  across
c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,
denominations,  and
generations  since  the

song  was  first
introduced.  Written by
Eddie  Espinosa  in  the
early 1980s, this short
yet  powerful  piece  of
music  has  become  a
cornerstone of modern
worship,  a  prayerful
meditation  that  asks
f o r  t h e  m o s t
f u n d a m e n t a l  o f
s p i r i t u a l
transformations:  a
change  of  heart.
For  many,  singing the
Lyrics Of Change My
Heart Oh God  is  not
merely  a  musical  act
b u t  a  m o m e n t  o f
genuine  vulnerability
before  the  Divine.  It
strips  away  complex
theology and presents
a raw,  honest  request
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for God to do what only
God  can  do—reshape
the  inner  core  of  a
person's  being.  This
article will  explore the
history,  meaning,  and
lasting  impact  of  this
beloved  hymn,  diving
deep into why such a
simple  set  of  words
continues to hold such
extraordinary power.

THE ORIGINS: HOW
"CHANGE MY
HEART OH GOD"
CAME TO BE

To fully appreciate the
Lyrics Of Change My
Heart  Oh  God,  it  is
helpful  to  understand
the  context  in  which
they  were  written.
Eddie  Esp inosa,  a
worship  leader  and
songwriter, penned this
song in 1982 during a
season  of  personal
searching and spiritual
renewal.  At  the  time,
the  modern  worship
movement was still  in

its infancy.  The "Jesus
People"  movement  of
the  late  1960s  and
1970s  had  given  way
t o  a  d e s i r e  f o r
authentic,  heartfelt
expressions  of  faith
that  moved  beyond
traditional  hymnody.
Espinosa  reportedly
wrote  the  song based
on the biblical promise
found in Ezekiel 36:26,
where God says, "I will
give  you a  new heart
and put a new spirit in
you." The melody came
quickly,  and the lyrics
followed  suit—simple,
repetitive,  and  deeply
focused. The song was
introduced  to  a  small
church community and
was  later  popularized
b y  a r t i s t s  l i k e
Maranatha!  Music  and
eventually  by  Eddie
Espinosa  himself  on
v a r i o u s  w o r s h i p
albums. The Lyrics Of
Change My Heart Oh
God  soon  became  a
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staple  in  churches
across  the  Uni ted
States and around the
world.

A Song
Born from
a Simple
Bible
Verse
The  direct  scriptural
inspiration for the song
is clear. The Lyrics Of
Change My Heart Oh
G o d  m i r r o r  t h e
prophetic promise of a
transformed  heart.
Espinosa  took  the
ancient  words  of  the
prophet  Ezekiel  and
translated them into a
first-person prayer that
anyone could sing. This
is what gives the song
its  timeless  quality—it
is  not  a  statement  of

what has already been
a c h i e v e d ,  b u t  a n
ongoing  petition  for
what  is  still  needed.
The song arrived at  a
t i m e  w h e n  t h e
Charismatic movement
was  emphas i z ing
personal  encounter
with  God,  and  songs
t h a t  e x p r e s s e d
intimate  prayer  were
welcomed  with  open
arms.  The  Lyrics  Of
Change My Heart Oh
God  fit  perfectly  into
this new worship style,
wh ich  p r io r i t i zed
simplicity,  repetition,
and emotional sincerity
over  complex  musical
arrangements.

A COMPLETE
BREAKDOWN OF
THE LYRICS OF
CHANGE MY HEART
OH GOD

The  full  lyrics  of  the
song  are  remarkably
brief,  yet they contain
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a  complete  spiritual
j o u r n e y .  L e t  u s
examine each line and
its deeper meaning.

"Change my
heart, oh God"
– The opening
line is a direct
address to the
Divine,
acknowledging
that the power to
change resides
not within the
individual but in
God alone. It is
an admission of
helplessness and
dependence.
"Make it ever
true" – This line
asks for
consistency and
authenticity. It is
not a request for
a temporary
feeling but for a
permanent
transformation of
character.
"Change my
heart, oh God"

– The repetition
reinforces the
urgency and
sincerity of the
request. It is a
mantra of
surrender.
"May I be like
You" – This is
the ultimate goal
of Christian
discipleship:
Christlikeness.
The Lyrics Of
Change My
Heart Oh God
culminate in the
desire to reflect
the character of
Jesus.
"You are the
Potter, I am
the clay" – This
is a direct
reference to
Jeremiah 18 and
Isaiah 64:8. It
establishes the
relationship
between Creator
and creation,
emphasizing
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submission and
trust in the
hands of the
Master
Craftsman.
"Mold me and
make me, have
Your own way"
– An active
surrender, asking
God to shape the
life according to
His purposes, not
human desires.
"Mold me and
make me, after
Your will" – This
reinforces the
theme of divine
alignment,
asking for God's
will to be done in
the individual's
life.
"While I am
waiting,
yielded and
still" – Perhaps
the most
profound line of
the song. It
acknowledges

that
transformation is
a process that
requires
patience,
stillness, and
active surrender.
Waiting is not
passive but an
active posture of
trust.

The Lyrics Of Change
My Heart Oh God are
structured as a prayer
set to music, and each
line  builds  upon  the
previous one to create
a narrative of spiritual
s u b m i s s i o n  a n d
growth.

THE SPIRITUAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE LYRICS

Why  have  the  Lyrics
Of Change My Heart
Oh  God  endured  for
over four decades? The
answer  lies  in  their
theological  depth  and
universal  appeal.  This
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s o n g  t o u c h e s  o n
several  core tenets  of
Christian  faith  that
remain  relevant  to
bel ievers  in  every
season  of  l i fe.

1. The
Doctrine
of
Transfor
mation
At  the  heart  of  the
Christian gospel is the
p r o m i s e  o f
transformation.  The
Lyrics Of Change My
H e a r t  O h  G o d
articulate this  promise
as  a  personal  prayer.
Romans 12:2 speaks of
being "transformed by
the  renewing  of  your
mind," and this song is
a musical embodiment
o f  t h a t  v e r s e .  I t

acknowledges  that
genuine  change  must
begin at the core of a
person's  being—the
heart.

2.
Surrender
and
Submissi
on
The  imagery  of  the
potter  and the clay is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
powerful  metaphors in
Scripture.  The  Lyrics
Of Change My Heart
Oh  God  p lace  the
singer in the position of
c l ay ,  comp le te l y
dependent  on  the
Potter's  hands.  This
requires  a  posture  of
humility,  trust,  and
w i l l i ngness  to  be
shaped  according  to
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the  Potter's  design,
even when the process
is  uncomfortable  or
painful.

3. The
Virtue of
Patience
The  line  "While  I  am
waiting,  yielded  and
still"  is  a  masterful
addition to the lyrics. It
acknowledges  that
spiritual  growth is  not
instantaneous.  Waiting
on  God  is  a  biblical
discipline that involves
trust,  patience,  and
active  surrender.  The
Lyrics Of Change My
Heart Oh God remind
worsh ippers  tha t
transformation  is  a
process,  not  a  single
event.

4. The
Pursuit of
Holiness
The request to "be like
You"  is  ultimately  a
request  for  holiness.
The Lyrics Of Change
My  Heart  Oh  God
express  a  longing  to
reflect the character of
God—His  love,  His
purity, His mercy, and
His  truth.  This  is  the
goal  of  the  Christian
life: to be conformed to
the image of Christ.

THE MUSICAL
STRUCTURE AND
ITS IMPACT ON
WORSHIP

The musical setting of
the Lyrics Of Change
My Heart Oh God  is
as  important  as  the
words themselves. The
melody  i s  gent le ,
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repetitive, and easy to
sing. It moves within a
limited  vocal  range,
making it accessible to
people of all ages and
musical  abilities.  The
chord  progression  is
simple  but  effective,
creating  a  sense  of
peace  and  reflection.
In a corporate worship
setting,  this  song  is
often  sung  slowly,
allowing  the  words  to
s ink  deep  into  the
h e a r t s  o f  t h e
congregation.  The
repetition of the lyrics
is  not  mindless  but
meditative.  As  the
Lyrics Of Change My
Heart  Oh  God  are
sung  multiple  times,
worshippers are invited
to  move  from  simply
rec i t i ng  words  to
genuinely  praying
them from the depths
of their souls.
The  song  has  been
recorded by numerous
artists and appears on

v a r i o u s  w o r s h i p
albums. Each rendition
b r i n g s  a  s l i g h t l y
different  musical
flavor—some  are
p iano -d r iven  and
i n t i m a t e ,  o t h e r s
fea tu re  fu l l  band
arrangements  with
s o a r i n g  v o c a l s .
However,  the  core
message  remains
unchanged. The Lyrics
Of Change My Heart
Oh  God  are  robust
enough  to  withstand
different  musical
interpretations  while
r e t a i n i n g  t h e i r
emotional and spiritual
power.

WHY THE SONG
RESONATES
ACROSS
GENERATIONS

One of the remarkable
aspects  of  the  Lyrics
Of Change My Heart
Oh God is its ability to
speak to people of all
ages.  Older  believers
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who have walked with
God  for  decades  still
find  fresh  meaning  in
t h e  p r a y e r  f o r  a
c h a n g e d  h e a r t .
Younger  Christians,
perhaps just beginning
their faith journey, are
drawn to the simplicity
and  sincerity  of  the
request.
The  song  c rosses
c u l t u r a l  a n d
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
boundaries as well. It is
sung  in  charismatic
churches,  evangelical
c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,
liturgical  settings,  and
even  in  home  groups
and personal  devotion
times.  The  Lyrics  Of
Change My Heart Oh
G o d  h a v e  a
un ive rsa l i t y  tha t
transcends  stylistic
p r e f e r e n c e s  a n d
theological nuances. At
its  core,  the  song  is
simply a cry for God to
do a deep work in the
human  heart—a  cry

that  resonates  with
believers  everywhere.

In Times
of
Personal
Crisis
Many  people  have
turned to the Lyrics Of
Change My Heart Oh
God during seasons of
personal  struggle.
W h e n  f a c i n g
temptation,  grief,  or
uncertainty,  singing
this  song becomes an
anchor  of  hope.  I t
reminds the singer that
change is possible, that
God  is  at  work,  and
that  the  process  of
transformation  is  in
capable  hands.
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In
Seasons
of
Spiritual

Dryness
There  are  t imes  in
every  believer's  life
when God feels distant
and spiritual disciplines
feel  empty.  During
these "desert seasons,"
the Lyrics Of Change
My Heart Oh God can
be  a  l i f e l i ne .  The
honest  admission  of
needing  change  and
the patient  posture of
waiting  on  God  can
rekindle  a  flickering
faith.

PRACTICAL WAYS
TO USE THE
LYRICS OF CHANGE

MY HEART OH GOD
IN PERSONAL
DEVOTION

Beyond  corporate
worship, the Lyrics Of
Change My Heart Oh
God can be a valuable
too l  f o r  pe r sona l
spiritual  growth.  Here
are  a  few  practical
suggestions:

Meditative1.
Prayer: Take
each line of the
song and use it
as a prompt for
personal prayer.
Spend a few
minutes
reflecting on
what it means to
ask God to
change your
heart today.
Journaling:2.
Write out the
lyrics in a journal
and then write
your own
thoughts and
prayers beneath
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each line. How
do you need God
to change your
heart right now?
Scripture3.
Study: Look up
the biblical
references
behind the lyrics,
such as Ezekiel
36:26, Jeremiah
18:1-6, and
Romans 12:1-2.
Study them in
depth and see
how they
connect to the
song.
Silent4.
Reflection: Play
an instrumental
version of the
song and simply
sit in silence,
allowing the
Lyrics Of
Change My
Heart Oh God
to quiet your
mind and focus
your heart on
God.

THE LEGACY OF
EDDIE ESPINOSA

Eddie  Espinosa  may
not  be  a  household
name in  the  world  of
Christian music, but his
contribution to modern
w o r s h i p  i s
immeasurable.  The
Lyrics Of Change My
Heart  Oh  God  have
been  translated  into
numerous  languages
and sung by millions of
people  around  the
globe.  Espinosa's  gift
to  the  Church  was  a
s i m p l e  s o n g  t h a t
captured  a  profound
truth—that  the human
heart is always in need
of  God's  transforming
touch.
In interviews, Espinosa
has  often  expressed
s u r p r i s e  a t  t h e
enduring  popularity  of
the  song.  He wrote  it
as  a  personal  prayer,
never  expecting  it  to
b e c o m e  a  g l o b a l
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worship  anthem.  But
the Lyrics Of Change
My  Heart  Oh  God
struck  a  chord  that
continues to vibrate in
t h e  h e a r t s  o f
worshippers today. It is
a  testament  to  the
power of simplicity and
authenticity in worship
music.

SIMILAR SONGS
THAT

COMPLEMENT THE
MESSAGE

If  you  appreciate  the
Lyrics Of Change My
Heart  Oh  God,  you
may  also  enjoy  other
worship  songs  that
focus  on  themes  of
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,
surrender, and spiritual
growth. Here are a few
that pair well:

"Have Th


