Neil Young Heart Of Gold Guitar Tab 1

Neil Young Heart Of Gold Guitar Tab

Downloaded from
www.strongadvocates.com
by Lilian & Hodges

Neil Young Heart Of
Gold Guitar Tab

INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF "HEART OF GOLD"

For decades, Neil Young's "Heart of
Gold" has remained a cornerstone of
folk-rock music, beloved by guitarists
and music fans alike. Released in 1972
on the album Harvest, the song features
a simple yet captivating acoustic guitar
arrangement that perfectly
complements Young's distinctive vocal
style. Whether you are a beginner

picking up the guitar for the first time or
an experienced player looking to refine
your fingerpicking technique, learning
the Neil Young Heart of Gold guitar
tab is a rewarding experience. This
article will guide you through the chords,
fingerpicking patterns, strumming
approach, and harmonic nuances that
make this song timeless. We will explore
the original recording details, offer tips
for capturing the exact sound, and show
you how to master the iconic riff. By the
end, you will have a thorough
understanding of the song's structure
and be ready to play it authentically.


https://www.strongadvocates.com/

THE ORIGINAL CONTEXT AND
TUNING

Recording
History and
Sound

"Heart of Gold" was recorded at
Quadrafonic Sound Studios in Nashville,
with a stellar backing band featuring
James Taylor on harmony vocals and
Linda Ronstadt on backup. The acoustic-
driven arrangement relies heavily on
Young's rhythm guitar work.
Interestingly, Neil Young recorded the
song in the key of Em (E minor), but he
used a capo to achieve a brighter, more

open sound. Understanding the
recording context helps guitarists
appreciate why certain chord voicings
and fingerpicking patterns were chosen.
The song's texture is built around a
repeating fingerpicked motif that defines
the verses and provides a steady
backdrop for the harmonica solo.

Standard Tuning
with a Twist

The most common way to play Neil
Young Heart of Gold guitar tab is in
standard tuning (EADGBE). However,
many transcriptions suggest using a
capo on the 5th fret to replicate the
exact pitch of the original recording.
When you place the capo at the 5th fret,
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the chord shapes you play become
transposed to a higher key. For example,
a G shape with the capo on the 5th fret
produces a C chord. Young often used
open chord shapes in standard tuning,
which gives the song its warm, resonant
character. Some quitarists prefer to play
without a capo in open position (using
chords like Em, G, D, C, Am), but the
capo version provides the most accurate
tonal match for beginners learning from
the recording.

ESSENTIAL CHORDS AND
PROGRESSIONS

The Main Verse

Progression

The verse of "Heart of Gold" is built
around a repeating four-chord cycle that
feels both melancholic and hopeful. The
primary chords used are:

e Em (022000) - The tonal center
of the song.

e G (320003) - Provides a lifted,
bright interval.

e D (xx0232) - The dominant chord
driving movement.

e C (x32010) - Adds a meditative
quality.

e Am (x02210) - Occasionally used
as a passing chord.

In the capo-on-5th version, these shapes
become actual chords like Am, C, G, F,



and Dm, but the fingerings remain
identical. The progression for the verse
typically goes: Em-G-D-C-Em-G
- D - Am. This sequence repeats twice
before the chorus. The chord changes
are deliberate and unhurried, giving
each chord time to resonate.

Chorus Chord
Pattern

The chorus shifts to a more resolving
pattern. Using the same open shapes,
the chorus chords are:G-D-C-G-D
- Em - C - G. This progression lifts the
energy slightly before settling back into
the verse. Notice that the chorus ends
on a G chord, creating a strong return to
the verse's Em. When playing with a

capo, these actual chord names change,
but the relative relationships stay the
same. Many guitarists find the chorus
easier to strum, but fingerpicking works
beautifully here too if you maintain the
consistent pattern.

FINGERPICKING PATTERN AND
TABLATURE BREAKDOWN

The Signature
Fingerstyle Motif

Neil Young's picking hand technique is
the soul of "Heart of Gold." He uses a
simple yet effective fingerpicking
pattern that alternates between the
bass notes and treble strings. The
pattern for the verse is:
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1. Bass note of the chord (root or
fifth) played with the thumb.

2. Pinch two or three treble strings
(index, middle, ring)
simultaneously.

3. Repeat the bass note.

4. Pinch again, sometimes with a
slight variation on the treble notes.

For example, on an Em chord, the thumb
picks the low E string (6th string), then
the fingers pluck the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
strings together. On a G chord, the
thumb picks the low E string (6th) or A
string (5th), then the treble strings. This
creates a rhythmic, rolling sound that is
instantly recognizable. The Neil Young
Heart of Gold guitar tab available
online usually transcribes this as a series
of tab numbers showing the thumb-

finger pattern. The key is to keep the
bass notes steady and the treble chord
stabs soft and consistent.

Verse Tab
Example
(Standard
Tuning, No Capo)

Here is a simplified one-measure
example for the Em chord in standard
tuning (time signature 4/4):

e Beat 1: Thumb picks 6th string (0
fret) - bass.
e Beat 1 & 2: Fingers pluck 3rd, 2nd,



1st strings simultaneously (0,0,0
fret) - chord stab.

e Beat 2: Thumb again on 6th string.

e Beat 3: Fingers pluck the treble
strings again.

e Beat 4: Thumb on 6th string, then
fingers on treble (quick pull).

This pattern is repeated for each chord
change. The thumb provides a driving
pulse, while the fingers keep the
harmonic content flowing. When playing
G, the thumb may switch to the 6th or
5th string depending on the voicing. For
D, the thumb plays the 4th string (open
D), and for C, the thumb plays the 5th
string (A). Many qguitarists develop a
slight accent on the offbeats to mimic
Young's syncopation.

Common Tab
Variations

Different transcriptions of the Neil
Young Heart of Gold guitar tab may
include small embellishments. Some
tabs add a hammer-on from the open B
string to the 1st fret on the G chord, or a
pull-off on the C chord. Others include a
brief bass run between chords, such as
walking from the low E to the A string
when transitioning from Em to G. These
nuances are not essential for beginners
but add authenticity for advanced
players. The core pattern remains
steady, and you can build upon it once
you have the basic feel.
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STRUMMING APPROACH AND
DYNAMICS

Alternative to
Fingerpicking

While fingerpicking is the classic
approach, many guitarists choose to
strum the song, especially when singing
along. The strumming pattern should be
loose and folky, using down-and-up
strokes with a light touch. A common
strumming pattern is: down, down-up,
down-up, down-up (mostly eighth
notes with occasional rests). The key is
to let the chords ring and breathe. Avoid
heavy strumming; instead, aim for a
gentle brush across the strings. For the

chorus, you can increase the intensity
slightly by adding more upstrokes, but
the verse should remain relaxed.

Dynamics and
Feel

Neil Young's vocal phrasing often leads
the guitar dynamics. During the verse,
the guitar stays at a lower volume,
supporting the storytelling. When he
reaches the line "I want to live, | want to
give," the guitar can swell slightly. In the
instrumental breaks (harmonica solo),
the guitar returns to the fingerpicking
pattern with a steady, almost hypnotic
feel. Pay attention to the moments
where Young hits a chord harder on the
downbeat. These accents make the



performance come alive. The Neil
Young Heart of Gold guitar tab often
indicates dynamics through symbols like
"mf" (mezzo-forte) or by noting which
strings to emphasize, but listening to the
recording is the best teacher.

THE HARMONICA AND GUITAR
INTERACTION

Harmonica Tab
and Key

Another essential element of "Heart of
Gold" is the harmonica solo. Young plays
a harmonica in the key of G (for
standard tuning version) or a C
harmonica depending on capo position.
The solo is simple, consisting of draw

bends and single notes that mirror the
vocal melody. Many guitarists also play
harmonica while wearing a neck rack,
which requires multitasking. If you are
focusing on the guitar tab, the
harmonica part can be learned
separately. The key is to know that the
harmonica solos occur after the second
verse and again after the guitar solo
(which is actually just the fingerpicking
pattern played with slight variations).
Integrating the harmonica adds a full
band feel to a solo performance.

Fingerpicking

8 Neil Young Heart Of Gold Guitar Tab

2025-07-12



Neil Young Heart Of Gold Guitar Tab 9

During

Harmonica

Breaks

When the harmonica takes the lead, the
guitar should remain steady with the
same fingerpicking pattern. Do not
change the tempo or volume drastically.
The qguitar's role becomes
accompaniment, supporting the melody.
This is a great place to practice staying
consistent  with  your thumb-finger
pattern without getting distracted. Some
tabs note the exact measures where the
harmonica enters, but you can rely on
your ear to match the recording.

TIPS FOR MASTERING THE SONG

Start Slow and
Build Muscle
Memory

Many guitarists rush into playing "Heart
of Gold" at full speed and end up with
sloppy chord changes. Instead, use a
metronome at 60-70 bpm (the original is
around 72 bpm). Practice the
fingerpicking pattern on a single chord
first, such as Em, for four beats. Then
add the G chord, switching smoothly
between the two. Gradually incorporate
the full progression: Em - G -» D - C. If
you struggle to maintain the pattern,




focus only on the thumb bass notes first,
then layer the treble strings. The Neil
Young Heart of Gold guitar tab is a
map, but your fingers need time to learn
the terrain.

Use a Capo for
Authentic Pitch

If you want to play along with the
original recording, a capo on the 5th fret
is essential. Without it, your guitar will
sound lower than the record, and you
will have to adjust your singing key. With
the capo, you can use the same open
shapes and still be in the correct key.
Remember that the chord names will
change: playing a G shape becomes a C,
an Em shape becomes an Am, etc.
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Practice with the capo from the start to
avoid relearning later. Many online Neil
Young Heart of Gold guitar tab
resources include both capo and non-
capo versions.

Listen Actively

No tab can fully capture the nuance of
Young's performance. Spend time
listening to the track repeatedly,
focusing on his right hand. Notice that
he sometimes adds a slight delay
between the bass note and the treble
chord—this micro-rhythm gives the song
its lazy, laid-back feel. Also, listen to how
he lets the chords ring out before the
next change. The recording has a natural
reverb that you can simulate by playing
in a room with good acoustics. Copy his
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phrasing, not just the notes.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM

Over-Strumming
or Harsh Picking

One of the most common mistakes is
strumming too hard. "Heart of Gold" is a
gentle, introspective song. If your guitar
sounds harsh or jangly, ease up on the
pick attack. For fingerpicking, avoid
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attacking the treble strings too
aggressively; let your fingers brush
lightly. The tone should be warm and
round, not piercing. If you use a pick, try
a thin pick (0.50mm) for a softer sound.

Inconsistent
Tempo

Another challenge is maintaining a
steady tempo during fingerpicking.
Beginners often speed up during the
easy parts and slow



