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THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO
CREATING THE PERFECT BORIS
AND NATASHA COSTUME

When it comes to classic animated duos,
few are as  memorably  mischievous as
Boris Badenov and Natasha Fatale from
The  Rocky  and  Bullwinkle  Show.  Their
distinct  look,  complete  with  sinister
smiles and Cold War-era flair, makes the
Boris and Natasha costume a popular
choice  for  couples,  Halloween  parties,
and retro-themed events. This guide will
walk you through everything you need to
know  to  nail  their  iconic  style,  from
sourcing  the  right  pieces  to  adding
authentic finishing touches. Whether you
are a seasoned cosplayer or just looking
for a fun costume, this article will help
you capture the spirit  of  these classic
cartoon villains.

Who Are Boris
Badenov and
Natasha Fatale?
Before  diving  into  costume  specifics,  it
helps  to  understand  the  characters
themselves.  Boris  and  Natasha  are
bumbling spies from the fictional country
of Pottsylvania, always scheming to foil
the  heroic  moose  and  squirrel,  Rocky
and  Bullwinkle.  Their  exaggerated
Russian  accents,  devious  plans,  and
slapstick  failures  made  them  fan

favorites. Boris, the muscle (or at least
the  overly  confident  sidekick),  wears  a
dark suit,  hat,  and frequently sports a
shadowy beard. Natasha, the brains of
the operation, dresses in sleek, femme
fatale  attire:  a  fitted  black  dress,  high
heels, and a long cigarette holder. Their
outfits  are  simple  enough  to  replicate
but  distinctive  enough  to  be  instantly
recognizable.
Creat ing  a  Boris  and  Natasha
costume  is  about  more  than  just
clothing—it’s about attitude. A slouch, a
sly  look,  and  the  right  posture  can
elevate  your  outfit  from  a  simple
disguise  to  a  spot-on  homage.

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF A
BORIS COSTUME

Boris  Badenov’s  look  is  deceptively
simple. He wears a dark suit with a white
dress shirt  and a tie.  The key details,
however, make all the difference.

1. The Suit and
Tie
The  foundation  of  any  Boris  and
Natasha costume for the male half is a
black  or  charcoal  suit  jacket  and
matching trousers.  Boris  often appears
slightly disheveled, so don’t worry about
a  perfect  fit.  A  slightly  oversized  jacket
adds to his bumbling nature. Pair it with
a white button-down shirt and a skinny
black tie. For an extra authentic touch,
use a tie that looks decades old—thin,
shiny, and perhaps a little crooked.
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2. The Hat
Boris  wears  a  classic  fedora,  usually
black or dark gray, with a wide brim. The
hat  should  be  worn  tilted  forward,
covering  part  of  his  forehead,  to  give
that shifty, shadowy appearance. If you
can find a hat  with a darker  band,  even
better.  This  single  accessory  instantly
transforms any suit into a Boris look.

3. The Beard and
Mustache
One  of  the  most  defining  features  is
Boris’s  unkempt  beard  and  prominent
mustache. In the cartoon, his beard is
dark  and often  looks  like  a  few days'
growth. You can achieve this with stage
makeup (gray or black cream), a stick-on
beard,  or  if  you  have  enough  time,
growing  out  your  own  stubble.  The
mustache  should  be  thick  and  curled
upwards  slightly  at  the  ends.  A  spirit
gum adhesive will help keep a fake one
in place throughout the evening.

4. Accessories
Boris  is  rarely  seen  without  a  sinister
glare, but you can also add a prop cigar
(unlit,  of  course)  or  a  small  black
briefcase to suggest his spy activities. A
raspy voice and a poor Russian accent
complete his persona. Remember: Boris
often  says  "Moose  and  Squirrel"  with
intense disdain—practicing that line will
win you costume contest points.

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF A
NATASHA COSTUME

Natasha  Fatale  is  the  epitome  of  a
cartoon  femme  fatale.  Her  look  is

glamorous in a vintage, 1960s-spy style.
A Boris and Natasha costume  relies
heavily  on  Natasha’s  elegance  to
contrast  Boris’s  clumsiness.

1. The Black
Dress
Natasha  wears  a  simple,  form-fitting
black  dress  that  ends  just  above  the
knee.  The  silhouette  is  straight  but
slightly cinched at  the waist.  It  should
n o t  h a v e  a n y  p a t t e r n s  o r
embellishments—the simpler, the better.
A  long-sleeved  dress  with  a  modest
neckline (or a turtleneck) works best. If
you  want  to  add  a  small  capelet  or
shoulder  pads,  that  fits  the  period
aesthetic.

2. The Long
Cigarette Holder
This is the single most iconic accessory
for  Natasha.  A  long,  slender  cigarette
holder—preferably  black  or  white—is
essential. Even if you don't smoke, hold
it  elegantly  between  your  fingers  as  a
prop. In many interpretations, she uses it
to  point  accusingly  or  to  gesture
dramatically. It adds length to her arms
and  emphasizes  her  sophisticated  yet
sinister demeanor.

3. High Heels
and Stockings
Natasha  always  wears  high-heeled
pumps, typically black. Stilettos or kitten
heels  both  work,  as  long  as  they  are
sleek.  Pair  them  with  sheer  black
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stockings to  complete the look.  If  you
plan  to  be  on  your  feet  for  hours,
consider comfortable heeled boots that
resemble pumps.

4. Hair and
Makeup
Natasha has distinctive black hair, often
slicked back or styled in a severe updo.
You  can  achieve  this  with  a  wig  (a
straight, jet-black bob) or by pulling your
own hair  into  a  tight  bun  or  chignon.
Makeup should be sharp: heavy eyeliner
with  a  cat-eye  flick,  dark  red  or
burgundy lipstick, and defined eyebrows.
She always looks as if she just stepped
out  of  a  film  noir—mysterious  and
dangerous.

5. Fur Stole or
Cape
Though not in every scene, a short black
fur (or faux fur) stole adds an opulent,
villainous touch. It’s optional but highly
recommended for  colder  weather  or  a
more extravagant version of the Boris
and Natasha costume. Alternatively, a
black shawl works.

DIY VS. STORE-BOUGHT: HOW TO
ASSEMBLE YOUR COSTUME

You have two main paths when creating
a  Boris  and  Natasha  costume:  DIY
from  items  you  may  already  own,  or
purchasing  specific  pieces.  Both  can
yield  excellent  results.

DIY Options
Most of the items for Boris can be found
in thrift stores: a black suit, a white shirt,
a  thin  black  tie,  and  a  fedora.  For
Natasha, a basic black dress and heels
are  common  wardrobe  staples.  The
cigarette  holder  can  be  bought  online
cheaply, or you can use a long drinking
straw painted black. If you have a steady
hand, you can even craft a faux fur stole
from an old coat. DIY is budget-friendly
and  allows  for  customization—you  can
distress the suit or add a slightly crooked
tie for Boris’s disheveled look.

Store-Bought Kits
Many costume shops sell pre-packaged
Boris  and  Natasha  costume  sets,
especially  around  Halloween.  These
often include a suit jacket with printed
tie  for  Boris  and a sleek dress with a
cigarette holder for Natasha. Wigs and
hats  are  usually  included.  While
convenient,  these  kits  can  lack  the
quality  and  fit  of  assembled  pieces.
However,  they are an excellent  option
for  last-minute  planners.  Always  check
reviews for sizing and material.

TIPS FOR COUPLES DRESSING AS
BORIS AND NATASHA

Coordinating your Boris and Natasha
costume  as  a  couple  is  half  the  fun.
Here are  some pointers  to  make your
duo pop:

Practice your poses: Stand close
together with Natasha slightly in
front. Boris should slouch a bit and
look over his shoulder suspiciously.
Natasha can cross her arms or
hold the cigarette holder aloft.
Use catchphrases: Boris’s
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“Moose and Squirrel!” and
Natasha’s “You idiot!” are
essentials. Quoting lines from the
show will delight fans.
Prepare for group photos:
Consider having a friend hold up a
small stuffed moose or squirrel
(Rocky and Bullwinkle) for a
memorable picture. You could also
bring a cardboard cutout of the
characters.
Stay in character: Speak with
exaggerated accents (not
offensive, just cartoonish) and act
constantly suspicious of everyone
around you. It makes the costume
interactive and fun.

WHERE TO WEAR A BORIS AND
NATASHA COSTUME

This costume is perfect for a variety of
events beyond Halloween:

Retro or 1960s-themed parties
– The Cold War spy aesthetic fits
right in.
Comic conventions – Rocky and
Bullwinkle still have a dedicated
fanbase.
Costume contests – The
recognizable duo often stands out
among superheroes and movie
characters.
Trivia nights or cartoon-
themed events – You’ll be a hit
with nostalgic attendees.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even a well-planned Boris and Natasha
costume  can  miss  the  mark  if  you
overlook  details.  Here  are  pitfalls  to
avoid:

Overcomplicating the look:1.
Keep it simple. The characters are
defined by clean lines, not

excessive props. Too many
gadgets will make you look like a
generic spy.
Wrong hat shape: Boris’s fedora2.
should have a snap brim, not a
cowboy hat or a trilby. Natasha’s
hair should not be curly or
blonde—stick to straight black.
Forgetting the attitude: A Boris3.
and Natasha costume without the
cynical, scheming expressions is
just a suit and a dress. Practice
your sneer in the mirror.
Using modern accessories:4.
Avoid smartwatches, trendy
handbags, or sneakers. Keep
everything rooted in the 1960s
Cold War era.

SEMANTIC KEYWORDS TO
ENHANCE YOUR SEARCH

When  searching  for  costume  pieces
online,  use  variations  l ike  “Boris
Badenov outfit,” “Natasha Fatale dress,”
“Pottsylvania spy costume,” or “classic
cartoon couple costume.” These related
terms  help  you  find  exactly  what  you
need without wading through unrelated
results. Additionally, terms like “vintage
villain costume” or “Cold War cosplay”
can lead you to unique pieces.

CONCLUSION

Crafting the perfect Boris and Natasha
costume is a rewarding endeavor that
taps into decades of cartoon history. By
focusing on the essential items—Boris’s
dark  suit  and  fedora,  Natasha’s  black
dress and cigarette holder—and adding
a dash of theatrical personality, you can
bring  these  beloved  baddies  to  life.
Whether  you buy a  ready-made kit  or
assemble  your  own  from  thrift  store
finds,  the  key  to  success  lies  in  the
details:  the slouch, the sneer,  and the
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shared chemistry of the duo. So gather
your moose-and-squirrel-hating partner,
don your spy apparel, and get ready for
a night of nostalgic fun. After all, in the

world  of  Rocky  and  Bullwinkle,  the
villains may never win, but they always
steal the show.


