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Lois Lowry's The Giver
has captivated readers
since its publication in
1993,  winning  the
Newbery  Medal  and
sparking conversations
a b o u t  m e m o r y ,
emotion,  and the cost
of  a  pain-free society.
For many readers, the
first  question  that
arises when discussing
this novel  is:  what is
the  genre  of  The
Giver?  The  answer  is

more layered than one
might  initially  expect.
While the book is most
commonly classified as
dystopian  fiction,  it
a l s o  d r a w s  f r o m
science  fiction,  young
a d u l t  l i t e r a t u r e ,
philosophical  fiction,
and even elements  of
l o w  f a n t a s y .
Understanding  these
genre  classifications
not only deepens your
appreciation  of  the
b o o k  b u t  a l s o
i l luminates  why  i t
continues  to  resonate
with  readers  across
generations.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  the  various
genre  classifications
tha t  app ly  to  The
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Giver,  examine  how
each  classification
enriches  the  reading
e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d
discuss  why this  book
remains  a  staple  in
classrooms  and  book
clubs around the world.
Whether  you  are  a
student, a teacher, or a
c u r i o u s  r e a d e r ,
knowing  what  genre
The  Giver  belongs  to
will help you approach
the  text  with  greater
insight.

PRIMARY GENRE:
DYSTOPIAN
FICTION

When  readers  ask
what is the genre of
The  Giver,  the  most
immediate  answer  is
dystopian  fiction.  A
dystopia  is  a  fictional
s o c i e t y  t h a t  i s
oppressive,  controlled,
and  often  appears
perfect on the surface
but  hides  deep  flaws.
Jonas, the protagonist,

lives  in  a  community
that  has  eliminated
pain,  suffering,  and
conflict  by  enforcing
s t r i c t  r u l e s  a n d
e l i m i n a t i n g
indiv idual i ty .  The
elders  choose  every
aspect  of  cit izens'
lives:  their  careers,
their  spouses,  and
even  their  emotions
t h r o u g h  d a i l y
medication.
Elements  of  dystopian
fiction  in  The  Giver
include:

A seemingly
utopian society
that reveals itself
as deeply flawed
A protagonist
who begins to
question the
system
Suppression of
individuality,
emotion, and
memory
A strict
governing
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structure that
controls
information
A journey toward
liberation or
truth

This  classification
p l a c e s  T h e  G i v e r
alongside other classic
dystopian  works  such
as  George  Orwell 's
1984,  Aldous  Huxley's
Brave New World, and
R a y  B r a d b u r y ' s
F a h r e n h e i t  4 5 1 .
However, Lowry's novel
is  unique  because  it
presents  the  dystopia
not  through  overt
v i o l e n c e  o r
surve i l l ance ,  but
through  a  gent le ,
almost  sterile  control
that makes the horror
m o r e  s u b t l e  a n d
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y
unsettl ing.

How The
Giver
Differs
from
Other
Dystopia
n Novels
U n l i k e  t h e  g r i m ,
industrial  dystopias  of
O r w e l l  o r  t h e
hedonistic  control  of
Huxley, the community
in  The  Giver  is  calm
and  orderly.  There  is
no  sc reaming ,  no
p o l i c e  s t a t e ,  n o
obvious  cruelty.  The
control  is  achieved
t h r o u g h  s o c i e t a l
agreement  and  the
deliberate  erasure  of
memory.  This  makes
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the dystopian element
of  the book especially
powerful  for  younger
r e a d e r s ,  a s  i t
challenges  them  to
cons ider  whether
happiness is worth the
price  of  freedom  and
emotional depth. When
examining what is the
genre of The Giver, it
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
recognize  that  the
dystopian framework is
the  foundation  upon
which  all  other  genre
elements rest.

SECONDARY
GENRE: YOUNG
ADULT FICTION

The  Giver  is  widely
classified  as  a  young
a d u l t  n o v e l .  T h e
protagonist,  Jonas,  is
twelve years old at the
beginning of the story,
and  the  nar rat ive
follows  his  coming-of-
age  journey.  Young
adult  fiction  typically
features  adolescent

protagonists,  explores
themes of identity and
b e l o n g i n g ,  a n d
a d d r e s s e s  t h e
t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m
childhood to adulthood.
The  Giver  fits  this
framework  perfectly.
K e y  y o u n g  a d u l t
elements in The Giver
include:

An adolescent
protagonist
facing life-
altering choices
Themes of
individuality
versus
conformity
Exploration of
emotions and
relationships
A mentor figure
(The Giver) who
guides the young
hero
A journey toward
self-discovery
and moral
awakening

Because  it  is  often
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taught in middle school
a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l
c lassrooms,  many
readers  first  encounter
The Giver  as  a young
adult novel. This genre
classification
influences  how
teachers  present  the
book,  focus ing  on
c h a r a c t e r
development,  ethical
di lemmas,  and  the
emotional  growth  of
Jonas. When discussing
what is the genre of
T h e  G i v e r ,
acknowledging  i ts
place  in  young  adult
literature helps explain
w h y  t h e  b o o k  i s
a c c e s s i b l e  y e t
profound.

Why
Young

Adult
Genre
Matters
for the
Book's
Popularit
y
The young adult  label
has  helped  The  Giver
r e a c h  a  b r o a d
audience.  The  book
does not talk down to
its  readers;  instead,  it
trusts them to engage
with  complex  ideas
about  memory,  pain,
a n d  t h e  h u m a n
condition.  This  is  a
hallmark  of  the  best
young adult fiction. The
genre  classification
also links The Giver to
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other  influential  YA
dystopian  works  such
as The Hunger Games
by Suzanne Collins and
Divergent  by  Veronica
Roth, although Lowry's
n o v e l  i s  m o r e
introspective  and  less
action-driven  than
many of its successors.

GENRE
CLASSIFICATION:
SCIENCE FICTION

Another answer to the
question what is the
genre of The Giver is
science  fiction.  The
n o v e l  i s  s e t  i n  a
futuristic  society  that
h a s  a d v a n c e d
technology,  including
surveillance  systems,
climate  control,  and
medical  interventions
t h a t  s u p p r e s s
e m o t i o n s .  T h e
community  operates
on  a  rational,  scientific
b a s i s ,  w i t h  r u l e s
designed  to  create
efficiency  and stability.

These are hallmarks of
science  fiction,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
subgenre  known  as
"social science fiction."
Science  fiction
elements in The Giver
include:

A futuristic
setting with
advanced but
controlled
technology
Scientific
modification of
human biology
(medication to
suppress
emotions)
Eugenics-like
population
control through
family unit
assignment
Climate and
environmental
control
Exploration of
the
consequences of
technological
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and social
engineering

Unlike  hard  science
fiction,  which  focuses
on  technology  and
physics, The Giver uses
its futuristic setting to
explore  philosophical
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
humanity.  This  makes
it a perfect example of
social science fiction, a
subgenre  that  uses
speculative  future
societies  to  comment
on  con tempora ry
human  issues.

Science
Fiction
and the
Explorati
on of

Memory
The  central  science
fiction  concept  in  The
Giver is the transfer of
memory.  The  Giver
holds all the memories
o f  the  pas t—both
b e a u t i f u l  a n d
painful—and  passes
them  to  Jonas.  This
memory  transfer  is
p r e s e n t e d  a s  a
b i o l o g i c a l  o r
technological  ability,
allowing  the  novel  to
explore  themes  of
history,  trauma,  and
w i s d o m  w i t h i n  a
speculative framework.
For readers considering
what is the genre of
The Giver, recognizing
its science fiction roots
he lps  exp la in  the
world-building and the
rules of the society.

PHILOSOPHICAL
FICTION AND
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SOCIAL
COMMENTARY

Beyond  its  dystopian
and  science  fiction
labels, The Giver is also
a work of philosophical
fiction.  The  novel
raises  deep  questions
about  e th i cs ,  the
nature  of  happiness,
the value of pain, and
the  importance  of
memory.  Jonas  must
decide  whether  to
accept the world as it
is or to pursue a more
difficult  but  more
authentic  existence.
This moral dilemma is
at  the  heart  of  the
book.
Philosophical themes in
The Giver include:

What is the cost
of a pain-free
society?
Is ignorance truly
bliss?
What is the role
of memory in

shaping identity?
How do we
balance
individual
freedom with
communal
stability?
What does it
mean to be
human?

When  exploring  what
is the genre of The
Giver, it is essential to
recognize  that  the
novel  operates  on  a
philosophical level that
transcends  simple
genre boundaries. This
is one reason the book
is frequently compared
to  works  like  Plato's
Allegory of the Cave or
Aldous  Huxley's  Brave
New World.  The novel
invites readers to think
critically  about  their
own  society  and  the
trade-offs  we  make  for
comfort and security.
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The Moral
Framewo
rk of the

Novel
The  Giver  introduces
concepts  of  moral
relativism  and  ethical
decision-making.  The
c o m m u n i t y  h a s
eliminated  choices  to
p r e v e n t  w r o n g
decisions, but this also
e l i m i n a t e s  t h e
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
mean ing fu l  r i gh t
decisions. Jonas learns
t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e
capacity  to  feel  pain
and  sadness ,  one
cannot fully appreciate
joy  and  love.  Th is
ethical  framework
elevates  the  book
b e y o n d  s i m p l e
entertainment  and
places  it  firmly  in  the

t r a d i t i o n  o f
philosophical  fiction.
For  anyone  asking
what is the genre of
T h e  G i v e r ,  t h e
philosophical  layer  is
one of the richest and
m o s t  r e w a r d i n g
aspects of the novel.

LOW FANTASY
AND SPECULATIVE
ELEMENTS

Some  readers  and
critics also classify The
Giver as low fantasy or
speculative  fiction.
While  the  novel  does
not  involve  magic  in
the  traditional  sense,
the  ability  to  transfer
memories  from  one
person to another is a
speculative  element
that  goes  beyond
ordinary  reality.  This
memory  t r ans fe r
functions almost like a
supernatural  ability,
a d d i n g  a  s o f t
speculative layer to the
otherwise  scientific
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world.
Speculative  elements
in  The  Giver  include:

The physical
transfer of
memories
through touch
The ability to
experience
sensations from
the past
The idea that
memories have a
literal weight and
presence
The mysterious
boundary of
Elsewhere

These  elements  give
the novel  a  dreamlike
q u a l i t y  t h a t
distinguishes  it  from
more  rigidly  scientific
dystopian works. When
addressing  what  is
the  genre  of  The
Giver,  including  the
speculat ive  or  low
fantasy  classification
he lps  exp la in  the
novel's  ethereal  and

symbolic  moments,
such as Jonas's visions
of  color  and  his  final,
ambiguous  journey.

GENRE HYBRIDITY:
WHY THE GIVER
DEFIES SIMPLE
LABELS

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
fascinating  aspects  of
The  Giver  is  that  it
r e s i s t s  e a s y
categorization.  While
many  readers  initially
a s k  w h a t  i s  t h e
genre  of  The  Giver
expecting  a  single
answer,  the  truth  is
that the novel operates
across multiple genres
simultaneously.  This
genre hybridity  is  one
r e a s o n  t h e  b o o k
remains  fresh  and
relevant decades after
its publication.
The  hybrid  genres  of
The Giver include:

Dystopian1.
fiction – the
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controlling
society and
suppression of
individuality
Young adult2.
fiction – the
adolescent
protagonist and
coming-of-age
themes
Science fiction3.
– the futuristic
setting and
technological
control
Philosophical4.
fiction – the
ethical questions
and moral
dilemmas
Low fantasy /5.
speculative
fiction – the
memory transfer
and symbolic
elements

This blending of genres
allows  The  Giver  to
appeal to a wide range
of  readers.  A  science
fiction  enthusiast  will
appreciate  the  world-

building. A young adult
reader  will  connect
with  Jonas's  personal
journey.  A  philosophy
student  will  find  rich
material for discussion.
A  dystopian  fiction  fan
wi l l  recognize  the
famil iar  themes  of
control and resistance.
By  understanding
what is the genre of
The  Giver  in  all  its
complexity,  readers
can approach the book
from  multiple  angles
and  gain  a  deeper
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r
Lowry's achievement.

WHY GENRE
CLASSIFICATION
MATTERS FOR
READERS AND
TEACHERS

Understanding what is
the  genre  of  The
Giver  is  not  just  an
academic  exercise.
Genre  classification
affects  how  we  read,
interpret,  and  teach
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literature. When a book
is  labeled  as  young
adult  fiction,  we  might
focus  on  character
deve lopment  and
emotional  growth.
When  it  is  labeled  as
science  fiction,  we  pay
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
speculative  world  and
its  rules.  When  it  is
labeled  as  dystopian,
w e  e x a m i n e  t h e
political  and  social
commentary.
For  teachers,  knowing
the  genre  helps  in
designing lesson plans
a n d  d i s c u s s i o n
q u e s t i o n s .  F o r
s t u d e n t s ,
understanding  genre
c a n  p r o v i d e  a
framework for analysis.
For  casual  readers,
genre  classification
he lps  in  choos ing
books that match their
interests.  The  Giver
benefits  from  being
classified  in  multiple
genres because it  can

be  approached  from
many  different
perspectives,  each
offering a unique entry
point into the story.

The
Enduring
Appeal of
a Genre-
Defying
Novel
Part  of  the  enduring
appeal of The Giver is
that  it  never  settles
into a single genre. It is
a book that grows with
the  reader.  A  chi ld
might  read  it  as  an
adventure  story  about
a  boy  who escapes  a
strange  community.  A
teenager might read it
a s  a  c r i t i q u e  o f
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c o n f o r m i t y  a n d
authority.  An  adult
might  read  i t  as  a
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
meditation on memory,

loss,  and  the  human
condition. Each reading
is  valid,  and  each  is
e n r i c h e d  b y
understanding  the


