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THE WILEY CPA REVIEW 2016: A
COMPREHENSIVE
RETROSPECTIVE ON A TRUSTED
CPA EXAM COMPANION

For  decades,  the  Wiley  CPA  Review
course  has  been a  cornerstone in  the
world  of  CPA exam preparation.  When
discussing  the  2016  edition,  it  is
important to understand the context of
that  era  in  accounting  education.  The
Wiley  CPA  Review  2016  materials

arrived during a transitional  period for
the  Uniform  CPA  Examination,  as  the
profession  was  adapting  to  new  audit
standards,  evolving  tax  laws,  and  an
increased focus on data analytics. This
article  provides a thorough exploration
of  the  Wiley  CPA  Review  2016  offering,
examining  its  structure,  strengths,
weaknesses,  and  how  i t  served
candidates navigating one of the most
challenging professional licensing exams
in the United States.
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The Legacy of
Wiley in CPA

Review
Wiley  has  maintained  a  longstanding
reputation in  the accounting education
space, partly due to its association with
the CPA Excel program. By 2016, Wiley
had solidified its position as a provider of
both  t rad i t ional  textbooks  and
interactive  multimedia  resources.  The
Wi ley  CPA  Rev iew  2016  se r ies
represented a mature product line that
aimed to balance depth of content with
practical  exam  preparation  strategies.
Many  candidates  turned  to  Wiley
specifically  because  of  the  brand's

history  of  publishing  authoritative
accounting  references,  including  the
widely used Wiley GAAP and Wiley GAAS
guides.
The  2016  edition  was  particularly
significant because it  coincided with the
CPA  Exam's  increased  emphasis  on
higher-order  cognitive  skills,  including
analysis  and  evaluation.  The  exam's
format  had  evolved  to  include  task-
based  simulations  that  required
candidates to apply their knowledge in
realistic  scenarios,  and  the  Wiley  CPA
Review 2016 materials were designed to
address these challenges head-on.



Wiley Cpa Review 2016 3

3

Core
Components of
the Wiley CPA
Review 2016

Course
When candidates enrolled in the Wiley
CPA Review 2016 program, they gained
access to a multi-faceted study system.
Understanding what was included in this
course helps explain why it remained a
popular choice among aspiring CPAs.

PRINTED TEXTBOOKS AND DIGITAL
ACCESS

The  Wiley  CPA  Review  2016  course
offered  comprehensive  textbooks  for
each of the four exam sections: Auditing
and  Attestation  (AUD),  Business
Environment  and  Concepts  (BEC),
Financial  Accounting  and  Reporting
(FAR),  and  Regulation  (REG).  These
textbooks  were  not  mere ly  dry
compilations  of  accounting  rules;  they
were  structured  to  guide  candidates
through  the  material  in  a  logical
progression.  Each  chapter  began  with
learning objectives and concluded with
multiple-choice questions that reinforced
the day's study session.
What  set  the  Wiley  CPA  Review 2016
textbooks  apart  was  their  attention  to
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detail in explaining complex topics. The
FAR  textbook,  for  instance,  provided
extensive  coverage  of  governmental
accounting and not-for-profit accounting,
areas  that  many  candidates  found
particularly  challenging.  The  REG
textbook  offered  thorough  explanations
of  tax  procedures  and  business  law,
complete  with  examples  that  mirrored
the style of actual exam questions.
Digital access was provided through the
Wiley CPAexcel platform, which allowed
candidates to study on their computers,
tablets,  or  smartphones.  This  cross-
platform  availability  was  forward-
thinking for its time and accommodated
the diverse lifestyles of CPA candidates,
many of whom were balancing full-time
jobs with their study commitments.

VIDEO LECTURES AND INSTRUCTOR
GUIDANCE

The video lectures included in the Wiley
CPA Review 2016 course were delivered
by  experienced  instructors  who
specialized  in  CPA  exam  preparation.
These  lectures  were  not  s imply
recordings  of  classroom sessions;  they
were carefully produced segments that
focused  on  specific  topics  or  question
types.  The  instructors  employed  a
"whiteboard" teaching style, writing out
important concepts and walking through
calculations step by step.
One notable feature of the video content
was the ability to adjust playback speed,
a  function  that  allowed  candidates  to
accelerate  through topics  they already
understood  or  slow  down  for  more
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challenging material. The lecture series
was comprehensive, covering the entire
scope of the CPA exam blueprint as it
existed in 2016.

MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS AND
TASK-BASED SIMULATIONS

The  Wiley  CPA  Review  2016  question
bank  was  extensive,  containing
thousands  of  multiple-choice  questions
across  all  four  exam  sections.  These
questions were categorized by topic and
difficulty  level,  enabling  candidates  to
practice  selectively  or  engage  in
comprehensive  review  sessions.  Each
question  came  with  detailed  answer
explanations,  including  why  incorrect
options  were  wrong.  This  approach
helped  candidates  develop  a  deeper
understanding  of  the  material  rather

than simply memorizing correct answers.
Task-based  simulations  were  another
critical  component  of  the  course.  The
Wiley  CPA  Review  2016  included
practice  simulations  that  closely
mimicked the format of the actual exam.
These simulations required candidates to
work  through  spreadsheets,  research
authoritative  literature,  and  complete
other  tasks  that  tested their  ability  to
apply  accounting  concepts  in  practical
situations.  The  simulations  were
particularly  valuable  for  the  AUD  and
FAR  sections,  where  the  exam placed
heavy  emphasis  on  application-based
questions.
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Strengths of the
Wiley CPA
Review 2016

Program
Several  factors  contributed  to  the
popularity of the Wiley CPA Review 2016
among candidates. Understanding these
strengths  provides  insight  into  why
many  individuals  chose  this  particular
review course over competing options.

DEPTH AND ACCURACY OF CONTENT

Wiley's  long  history  as  a  publisher  of
accounting  reference  materials  meant

that  the  content  in  the  CPA  Review
course was meticulously researched and
regularly  updated.  The  2016  edition
reflected  the  most  current  accounting
standards,  including  updates  to  the
Auditing  Standards  Board's  clarified
auditing standards and changes in tax
law. Candidates who used the Wiley CPA
Review  2016  could  be  confident  that
they  were  studying  accurate,  relevant
material  that  aligned  with  the  exam's
content specifications.

FLEXIBLE STUDY OPTIONS

T h e  c o u r s e  w a s  s t r u c t u r e d  t o
accommodate  different  learning  styles
and  schedules.  Some  candidates
preferred  reading  the  textbooks  and
w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  q u e s t i o n s
independently,  while  others  relied
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heavily on the video lectures. The digital
platform  allowed  for  both  structured
study plans and ad hoc review sessions.
The Wiley CPA Review 2016 also offered
different package levels, from basic self-
study  options  to  more  comprehensive
packages  that  included  additional
practice  exams  and  instructional
support.

FOCUS ON EXAM STRATEGY

Beyond  teaching  accounting  concepts,
the  Wiley  CPA  Review  2016  course
emphasized test-taking strategies.  This
included guidance on time management
during  the  exam,  techniques  for
approaching  multiple-choice  questions,
and  tips  for  navigating  task-based
simulations  efficiently.  The  course
recognized  that  subject  matter

knowledge  alone  was  not  sufficient  for
success  on  the  CPA Exam;  candidates
also needed to master the art of exam
execution.

Areas Where the
Wiley CPA
Review 2016
Could Improve
No  review  course  is  perfect,  and  the
Wiley  CPA  Review  2016  had  certain
limitations  that  candidates  should
consider  when  evaluat ing  their
preparation  options.  A  balanced
perspective  helps  candidates  make
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informed  decisions  about  their  study
resources.

USER INTERFACE AND TECHNOLOGY

The digital platform used for the Wiley
CPA Review 2016 course was functional
but not as polished as some competitors'
offerings. Some candidates reported that
the  interface  felt  dated  compared  to
more  modern  learning  management
systems.  Navigation  between  different
sections of the course could occasionally
be  cumbersome,  and  the  mobile  app
experienced  occasional  performance
issues.  While  these  technological
sho r t comings  d id  no t  de t rac t
significantly  from  the  quality  of  the
content, they were a point of frustration
for some users.

VOLUME OF MATERIAL

The comprehensive nature of the Wiley
CPA Review 2016 materials was both a
strength and a weakness. The textbooks
were dense, and the amount of content
could feel  overwhelming, especially for
candidates who were already struggling
to  find  time  to  study.  Some  students
expressed a desire for more condensed
summaries or "cheat sheets" that could
help them focus on the most frequently
tested topics. The course's depth, while
valuable,  required  significant  self-
d i s c i p l i n e  t o  w o r k  t h r o u g h
systematically.

LIMITED INTERACTIVE FEATURES

Compared to some other review courses
available in 2016, the Wiley offering had
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fewer  interactive  features.  There  were
no  adaptive  learning  algorithms  that
adjusted  question  difficulty  based  on  a
candidate's performance, and the course
lacked  the  gamification  elements  that
some  students  found  motivating.  The
Wiley CPA Review 2016 was, at its core,
a  traditional  review  course  delivered
through modern channels, and it did not
attempt to reinvent the wheel in terms
of instructional methodology.

Comparison with
Other CPA

Review Courses
of 2016
To fully appreciate the Wiley CPA Review
2016,  it  is  helpful  to  consider  how  it
stacked up against other major players
in  the  CPA review market  during  that
same period.

WILEY CPA REVIEW 2016 VERSUS
BECKER CPA REVIEW

Becker  was  the  market  leader  in  CPA
exam preparation,  and  its  course  was
known for its polished production values
and structured classroom environment.
The Wiley CPA Review 2016 compared
favorably in terms of content depth, but
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it  lacked  the  brand  recognition  that
Becker enjoyed among accounting firms.
Many  employers  who  provided  review
courses  for  their  staff  chose  Becker,
which  gave  that  program  a  built-in
advantage. However, Wiley's pricing was
generally  more  competitive,  and  self-
funded candidates often found it to be a
more  cost-effective  option  without
sacrificing  content  quality.

WILEY CPA REVIEW 2016 VERSUS
ROGER CPA REVIEW

Roger  CPA  Review  was  known  for  its
engaging video lectures delivered by the
charismatic Roger Philipp. The Wiley CPA
Review 2016 video lectures were more
straightforward  and  less  entertaining,
but they were also more detailed in their
coverage  of  technical  material .

Candidates  who  valued  energy  and
motivation in their study sessions tended
to  prefer  Roger,  while  those  who
pr ior i t i zed  thorough  technica l
explanations  often  gravitated  toward
Wiley.

WILEY CPA REVIEW 2016 VERSUS
GLEIM CPA REVIEW

Gleim was another strong competitor in
the CPA review space, particularly known
for  its  extensive  question  bank.  The
Wiley  CPA  Review  2016  also  offered  a
robust  question bank,  but  Gleim's  was
arguably larger and more granular in its
categorization.  However,  Wiley's
textbooks were generally considered to
be more readable and better organized,
making  them  a  better  choice  for
candidates  who  learned  best  through
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reading and reflection.

The Role of Wiley
CPA Review 2016
in Modern Exam
Preparation
While  the  specific  2016  edition  is  no
longer  current,  understanding  its
strengths  and  weaknesses  offers
valuable  lessons  for  today's  CPA
candidates. The principles that made the
Wiley CPA Review 2016 effective remain
relevant:  thorough  content  coverage,
emphasis on application-based learning,
and  flexible  study  options.  Modern  CPA

review  courses  continue  to  build  on
these  foundations  while  incorporating
advances in technology and instructional
design.
For candidates who used the Wiley CPA
Review  2016  materials,  the  course
provided  a  solid  foundation  for  exam
success.  The  rigorous  approach  to
subject matter coverage prepared them
not only for the exam but also for their
f u t u r e  c a r e e r s  a s  a c c o u n t i n g
professionals.  Many  candidates  who
passed using the 2016 edition reported
that  the  discipline  required  to  work
through the material had lasting benefits
beyond the exam itself.
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Tips for
Candidates
Considering a
Wiley CPA

Review Course
If  you are  evaluating whether  a  Wiley
CPA Review course, even a past edition
like the 2016 version, might be suitable
for  your  preparation,  consider  the
following  points:

Assess your learning style. If
you prefer reading detailed

explanations and working through
numerous practice questions at
your own pace, a course like Wiley
CPA Review 2016 can be an
excellent fit.
Check the currency of
materials. For the current CPA
Exam, you will need the most
recent edition, as accounting
standards and tax laws change
frequently.
Evaluate your budget. Wiley
typically offers competitive pricing
compared to market leaders,
making it an attractive option for
self-funded candidates.
Use the free trials. Most review
courses, including Wiley, offer
sample content. Take advantage
of these previews to see if the
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teaching style and platform align
with your preferences.

Conclusion
The  Wiley  CPA  Review  2016  course
r e p r e s e n t e d  a  r e l i a b l e  a n d
comprehens ive  opt ion  fo r  CPA
candidates during a period of significant
exam evolution. Its strengths lay in the
accuracy and depth of its content, the
flexibility of its delivery methods, and its
emphasis on practical exam strategies.
While  it  had  limitations  in  terms  of

technology  and  interactive  features,
these  shortcomings  were  offset  by  the
course's  commitment  to  thorough
coverage  of  the  exam  material.  For
candidates who valued substance over
flash and were willing to invest the time
t o  w o r k  t h r o u g h  a  d e m a n d i n g
curriculum, the Wiley CPA Review 2016
provided a pathway to success on the
Uniform  CPA  Examination.  As  the
accounting  profession  continues  to
evolve,  the legacy of  courses like this
one reminds us that rigorous preparation
remains the cornerstone of professional
achievement.


