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ANNE RICE
CLAIMING
SLEEPING BEAUTY:
THE EROTIC
REIMAGINING OF A
CLASSIC TALE

Few  authors  have
managed to reshape a
beloved  fairy  tale  as
profoundly  as  Anne
R i c e  d i d  w i t h  h e r
daring  tri logy,  The
Claiming  of  Sleeping
Beauty.  Written  under
the  pseudonym  A.N.
Roquelaure, this series
m a r k e d  a  b o l d
departure  from  the
author’s  earlier  Gothic
horror  works,  such  as
Interview  with  the

Vampire, and ventured
into the realm of erotic
literature.  When  Anne
Rice  claimed  Sleeping
Beauty,  she  did  not
s i m p l y  r e t e l l  a
childhood  story;  she
deconst ructed  i t ,
infused it with themes
of  power,  surrender,
a n d  d e s i r e ,  a n d
created  a  work  that
continues  to  provoke
discussion  decades
a f t e r  i t s  i n i t i a l
publication. This article
explores  the  origins,
t h e m e s ,  l i t e r a r y
significance,  and
lasting impact of Rice’s
c o n t r o v e r s i a l
reimagining  of  the
s l e e p i n g  b e a u t y
mythos.
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THE ORIGINS OF
THE TRILOGY: WHY
ANNE RICE
TURNED TO
EROTICA

By  the  early  1980s,
Anne Rice had already
achieved literary fame
wi th  he r  Vamp i re
Chronicles.  However,
she  sough t  a  new
creative  challenge.
Inspired  by  her  own
f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h
m e d i e v a l  a n d
R e n a i s s a n c e
aesthetics,  as  well  as
the intricate  dynamics
of  dominance  and
submiss ion ,  R i ce
decided  to  explore
themes  that  were
largely  absent  from
mainstream  literature
at the time. The result
was  The  Claiming  of
S l e e p i n g  B e a u t y
(1983),  the  first
volume in a trilogy that
also  includes  Beauty’s
Punishment (1984) and

Beauty ’s  Re lease
(1985).
Rice’s decision to use a
p e n  n a m e  w a s
strategic.  She  wanted
to  separate  her  erotic
w o r k  f r o m  h e r
mainstream  literary
career,  fearing  that
readers of her vampire
n o v e l s  m i g h t  n o t
embrace  such  explicit
mater ia l .  Yet ,  the
p s e u d o n y m  A . N .
Roquelaure  quickly
became  synonymous
with  one  of  the  most
audacious  fairy  tale
adapta t ions  ever
written.  By  claiming
Sleeping Beauty as her
own, Rice transformed
a passive princess into
an active participant in
a  world  of  ritualized
erotic discipline.

The



Anne Rice Claiming Sleeping Beauty 3

3

Premise:
A Fairy
Tale
Turned
Inside

Out
The story begins where
the  original  fairy  tale
ends.  Princess  Beauty
is  awakened not  by a
prince’s kiss but by the
arrival  of  Prince Alexi,
who claims her as his
own. However, instead
of a romantic happily-
ever-after,  Beauty  is
taken to a castle where
she is  stripped of  her
royal  ident i ty  and
trained  in  the  arts  of
submission. The entire
kingdom  has  been
enchanted,  and  the
prince’s  conquest  is

considered both a right
a n d  a  d u t y .  T h e
nar ra t ive  fo l lows
B e a u t y  a s  s h e
navigates  a  world  of
strict  rules,  public
displays  of  discipline,
and  complex  power
exchanges.
Rice’s world-building is
m e t i c u l o u s .  S h e
creates  an  alternate
historical  setting  that
b l e n d s  m e d i e v a l
chivalry  with  highly
sty l ized  r i tuals  of
dominance. The castle
is not a place of torture
but  o f  s t ruc tu red
eroticism, where every
p u n i s h m e n t  i s
consensual  and  every
act  of  submission  is
framed  as  a  form  of
liberation. This paradox
lies at the heart of the
trilogy: the claiming of
Sleeping Beauty is not
about victimization but
about  the  voluntary
surrender  of  control.
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LITERARY THEMES
AND SYMBOLISM
IN RICE’S
SLEEPING BEAUTY

Anne  Rice  claiming
Sleeping  Beauty  was
never  merely  about
writing explicit scenes.
The trilogy is rich with
s y m b o l i s m  a n d
explores  profound
philosophical questions
about  power,  identity,
and freedom.

The
Eroticizati
on of
Power
Dynamics
At its core, the trilogy
is  an  exploration  of
B D S M  ( B o n d a g e ,
Discipline,  Dominance,
Submission,  Sadism,

a n d  M a s o c h i s m )
culture,  but  presented
through  the  lens  of
fairy  tale  logic.  Rice
takes  the  traditional
power  imbalance  in
f a i r y  t a l e s — t h e
sleeping  princess,  the
c o n q u e r i n g
p r i n c e — a n d
exaggerates  it  to  the
point where it becomes
a  metaphor  for  erotic
surrender.  Beauty  is
not  merely  a  passive
victim; she is a willing
p a r t i c i p a n t  w h o
discovers  her  own
d e s i r e s  t h r o u g h
submiss ion .  R i ce
challenges  readers  to
r e c o n s i d e r  t h e i r
assumptions  about
power. Is true freedom
found  in  autonomy or
in the willing surrender
of  control  to  another?
The  trilogy  offers  no
easy  answers,  but  it
inv i tes  readers  to
explore  the  question
f r o m  m u l t i p l e
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perspectives.

The
Reclamati
on of
Female
Desire
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant  aspects  of
t h e  t r i l o g y  i s  i t s
portrayal  of  female
desire.  In  traditional
fairy tales, the princess
is  often  an  object  of
desire,  not  a  subject
who  experiences  her
own  longing.  Rice  flips
this  narrative  entirely.
Beauty  is  intensely
aware of her own body,
her own reactions, and
h e r  o w n  g r o w i n g
h u n g e r  f o r  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s  s h e
undergoes.  She is  not
a s h a m e d  o f  h e r

des i res ,  and  R ice
writes  about  female
p l e a s u r e  w i t h  a
frankness  that  was
groundbreaking  for  its
t ime.  By  c la iming
Sleeping  Beauty,  Rice
gave voice to a type of
female  sexuality  that
was rarely represented
in  literature:  one  that
embraces  submission
without  shame,  that
finds  power  in
vulnerability,  and  that
refuses to apologize for
its own complexity.

The Role
of Ritual
and
Transfor
mation
Throughout the trilogy,
ritual  plays  a  central
role.  The  spankings,



6

6 Anne Rice Claiming Sleeping
Beauty

2023-11-14

the  humiliations,  the
acts of service—all are
conducted according to
strict  protocols.  These
rituals  serve  a  dual
purpose: they create a
sense  of  safety  and
predictability  within  a
wor ld  o f  ex t reme
experiences,  and  they
also function as rites of
p a s s a g e .  B e a u t y
undergoes  a  profound
transformation  over
the course of the three
books. She begins as a
sheltered princess and
emerges  as  a  woman
who  understands  her
own desires, limits, and
capacities for love and
trust.  The  claiming  is
not  a  one-time  event
but an ongoing process
of self-discovery.

THE STRUCTURE
AND STYLE OF THE
TRILOGY

Anne  Rice’s  prose  in
the  Sleeping  Beauty
tri logy  is  markedly

different  from  her
Gothic style. It is more
direct,  more  sensory,
and  more  focused  on
physical  experience.
Ye t  i t  r e ta ins  he r
signature  lyricism and
attention to detail. The
trilogy  is  written  in
third-person  limited,
with  Beauty  as  the
primary  point  of  view
character.  This  allows
readers  to  experience
her confusion, her fear,
her  pleasure,  and  her
eventual acceptance of
her new life.
The  pac ing  o f  the
trilogy  is  deliberate.
The  first  book,  The
Claiming  of  Sleeping
Beauty, introduces the
world  and  the  rules.
The  second  book ,
Beauty’s  Punishment,
expands the scope as
Beauty  is  sent  to  a
v i l lage  where  she
serves as a lowly slave,
experiencing  a  wider
range  of  punishments
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and  pleasures.  The
third  book,  Beauty’s
Release,  brings  the
story  to  a  climax  as
Beauty  returns  to  the
castle and must choose
her own path forward.
Each volume builds on
the  prev ious  one,
deepening the themes
a n d  r a i s i n g  t h e
emotional  stakes.

CONTROVERSY
AND CRITICAL
RECEPTION

W h e n  A n n e  R i c e
c la imed  S leep ing
Beauty,  she knew she
w a s  c o u r t i n g
cont roversy .  The
trilogy  was  banned  in
s o m e  c o u n t r i e s ,
criticized for its explicit
content, and dismissed
b y  s o m e  a s
pornography.  Yet  it
also found a passionate
a u d i e n c e  a m o n g
r e a d e r s  w h o
a p p r e c i a t e d  i t s
honesty,  its  artistry,

and  its  willingness  to
explore taboo subjects.
Over  time,  the  trilogy
has  been  reassessed
by scholars and critics
who  recognize  i ts
literary merit. It is now
studied  in  courses  on
erotic  literature,  fairy
tale  adaptations,  and
feminist approaches to
sexuality.  The  trilogy
has also been credited
with  helping  to  bring
BDSM  culture  into
m a i n s t r e a m
awareness, long before
books like Fifty Shades
of Grey popularized the
genre.

The
Influence
on Later
Works
Rice’s trilogy has had a
lasting impact on both
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erotic  literature  and
fairy  tale  retellings.  It
paved  the  way  for
o t h e r  a u t h o r s  t o
re imagine  c lass ic
stor ies  wi th  adul t
themes. The concept of
a dark, erotic fairy tale
has become a genre in
i t se l f ,  w i th  works
ranging  from  Angela
Carter’s  The  Bloody
C h a m b e r  t o
contemporary  novels
b y  a u t h o r s  l i k e
Catherynne M. Valente
and  Alix  E.  Harrow.
Rice’s  specific
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
historical  fantasy,
rigorous world-building,
and  explicit  eroticism
remains unique, but its
influence  can  be  felt
across multiple genres.

THE MODERN
REVIVAL:
BEAUTY’S
KINGDOM AND
BEYOND

In  2015,  more  than

thirty  years  after  the
original  trilogy  was
published,  Anne  Rice
returned  to  the  world
of  Sleeping  Beauty
with  a  fourth  volume,
Beauty’s Kingdom. The
novel  continues  the
story  of  Beauty  and
Prince Alexi, now older
and ruling the kingdom
t o g e t h e r .  I t  a l s o
i n t r o d u c e s  n e w
c h a r a c t e r s  a n d
explores  the  next
generat ion  o f  the
fantasy  world.  Rice
stated  in  interviews
that  she  wanted  to
revis i t  the  t r i logy
because she felt there
were  more  stories  to
tell. The response from
f a n s  w a s
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y
posit ive,  and  Rice
f o l l o w e d  i t  w i t h
Beauty’s  Kingdom,
Volume II in 2016. This
revival  introduced  the
s e r i e s  t o  a  n e w
generation  of  readers
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and  reaffirmed  Rice’s
place  as  a  pioneering
v o i c e  i n  e r o t i c
l iterature.

WHY ANNE RICE’S
CLAIMING OF
SLEEPING BEAUTY
ENDURES

The enduring appeal of
the  Sleeping  Beauty
trilogy lies in its refusal
to simplify. It does not
a p o l o g i z e  f o r  i t s
content,  nor  does  it
p r e t e n d  t h a t  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s  i t
d e s c r i b e s  a r e
universally  applicable.
Instead,  it  offers  a
specific,  carefully
imagined  world  where
the rules are clear, the
stakes  are  high,  and
the  characters  are
allowed  to  grow  and
change.  Readers  are
drawn to the trilogy for
many  reasons:  some
appreciate  its  literary
qualities,  others  are
i n t r i g u e d  b y  i t s

exploration  of  BDSM,
and still others find in it
a  powerful  metaphor
for  the  journey  from
i n n o c e n c e  t o
experience.
Anne  Rice  claiming
Sleeping  Beauty  was
an  ac t  o f  l i t e ra ry
audacity.  She  took  a
story  that  had  been
told  countless  times
and transformed it into
something  entirely
new.  In  doing so,  she
created  a  work  that
challenges  readers  to
think  about  desire,
power,  freedom,  and
love  i n  ways  tha t
conventional  literature
rarely dares to explore.

A BALANCED
PERSPECTIVE:
CRITICISM AND
PRAISE

I t  i s  impor tan t  to
acknowledge  that  the
t r i l o g y  i s  n o t  f o r
e v e r y o n e .  S o m e
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readers  find  the
content  disturbing  or
repetit ive.  Others
argue  that  despite
Rice’s  efforts,  the
power  dynamics  still
reflect  patriarchal
structures.  Yet  even
critics  often  concede
t h e  t r i l o g y ’ s
importance  as  a  work
t h a t  p u s h e d
boundaries and opened
doors for more diverse
representations  of
sexuality  in  literature.
The  trilogy  has  been
praised for its detailed
world-building,  its
psychological  depth,
and  i t s  re fusa l  to
moralize.  Rice  writes
about  submiss ion
without  judgment,
allowing  readers  to
d r a w  t h e i r  o w n
conclusions.

CONCLUSION

Anne  Rice  claiming
Sleeping  Beauty  was
more  than  a  literary

experiment;  it  was  a
transformative act that
redefined  what  a  fairy
tale could be. By taking
a  s t o r y  a b o u t  a
sleeping  princess  and
infusing it with themes
of  erotic  discovery,
power  exchange,  and
p e r s o n a l
transformation,  Rice
created  a  trilogy  that
remains as provocative
and  compelling  today
as it was at its debut.
Whether  read  as  a
w o r k  o f  e r o t i c
literature, as a feminist
reimagining of a classic
tale,  or  simply  as  a
dark  fantasy ,  the
tri logy  stands  as  a
testament  to  Rice’s
courage,  creativity,
and unparalleled ability
to explore the deepest
corners  o f  human
desire.  For  readers
wil l ing  to  enter  its
world,  the  claiming of
Sleeping  Beauty  is  an
invitation  to  question
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everything  they  think
they know about  fairy

tales, freedom, and the
many  landscapes  of
love.


