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INTRODUCTION

In an era where digital
connectivity is
constant, location
services have become
a double-edged sword.
On one hand, they
power navigation apps,
local weather updates,
and ride-sharing
convenience. On the
other hand, they raise
legitimate concerns
about privacy and
battery life. Whether
you want to protect
your whereabouts,
extend your device’s
battery, or simply
reduce the number of
data points being

collected, knowing
how to turn off
location services is
an essential digital
skill. This guide walks

you through the
process across all
major

platforms—smartphone
s, computers, and even
web browsers—so you
can take full control of
your location data.

UNDERSTANDING
LOCATION
SERVICES

Before diving into the
step-by-step

instructions, it helps to
understand what
location services
actually are. These are
system-level features
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that allow apps and
services to determine
your approximate or
precise geographic
location wusing a
combination of GPS,
Wi-Fi networks, cellular
towers, Bluetooth
beacons, and |IP
addresses. Turning off
location services
prevents most apps
from accessing this
data, though some
system functions (like
emergency calls) may
still work. The exact
method to disable
them varies by
operating system and
device, but the core
principle remains the
same: you are the one
who decides when and
how your location is
shared.

Why Turn

Off
Location
Services?

e Privacy
protection -
Prevent apps and
advertisers from
tracking your
movements and
building a profile
of where you go.

e Battery
conservation -
GPS and
network-based
location
detection
consume
significant
power; disabling
them can extend
battery life.

* Reduced data
usage - Some
location-based
services
constantly send
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and receive data,
consuming
mobile
bandwidth.

e Better focus -
Without location-
driven
notifications, you
can minimize
distractions.

e Security - In
certain
situations, hiding
your location can
protect you from
stalkers or
malicious actors.

HOW TO TURN OFF
LOCATION
SERVICES ON
IPHONE AND IPAD
(10S)

Apple’s i0OS gives you
granular control over
location access. You
can turn off location
services entirely, or
manage permissions
on an app-by-app
basis.

Disable
location
services
completel

y

. Open the

Settings app.

. Tap Privacy &

Security (on
older iOS
versions, just
Privacy).

. Tap Location

Services at the
top.

. Toggle the switch

at the top of the
screen from
green to gray to
turn off location
services for all

apps.

A warning will appear

explaining that location



services will be
disabled for all apps
including Find My
iPhone. If you use
Apple’s device
tracking, consider
leaving this feature on
while turning off
location for third-party

apps.

Turn off
location
for
specific
apps

If you only want to
block certain apps,
stay on the Location
Services screen and
scroll down to see the
list of every app that
has requested location
access. Tap an app and
choose one of the
following:

* Never -
Prevents the app
from using your
location at any
time.

e Ask Next Time
- The app will
prompt you when
it needs location

data.
e While Using
the App - Only

allows location
access when the
app is open and
active
(recommended
for navigation
apps).

e Always - Allows
location access
even when the
app is in the
background (high
battery usage).

Additionally, turn off
Significant Locations
and System Services
(like location-based
alerts or frequent
locations) by scrolling
to the bottom of the
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Location Services
screen and tapping
System Services.

HOW TO TURN OFF
LOCATION
SERVICES ON
ANDROID (GOOGLE
PIXEL, SAMSUNG,
ONEPLUS, ETC.)

Android’s location
settings differ slightly
depending on the
manufacturer and the
version of Android
(Android 12 and later
have a unified
interface).

toggle)

1. Swipe down from
the top of the
screen to open
the Quick
Settings panel.

2. Look for the
Location icon
(often looks like
a crosshair or a
pin).

3. Tap the icon to
toggle location
off. It will turn
gray when
disabled.

On some custom skins
(Samsung One Ul,
MIUI), you might need
to swipe down twice to
see all icons.

Disable
location

Disable
location
entirely
(quick



through
Settings

1. Open the
Settings app.

2. Tap Location
(may be under
Security &
Privacy or
Privacy).

3. Toggle the switch
at the top to turn
off location
services for all

apps.

Manage

app
permissio

To limit location access
per app:

1. Go to Settings
> Location.

2. Tap App
permission (or
App-level
permissions).

3. You'll see a list of
installed apps
that have
requested
location
permission. Tap
any app.

4. Choose one of
Allow all the
time, Allow
only while
using the app,
Ask every time,
or Don’t allow.

For maximum privacy,
set commonly used
apps (social media,
games) to “Don’'t
allow” and only grant
location to essential
navigation or ride-
hailing apps while they
are in use.
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Google

Location
History
and Web
& App

Activity

Even with location
services turned off,
Google may still collect
location data from your
search history,
YouTube, or Maps if
Location History or
Web & App Activity
is enabled. To stop
this:

1. Open Settings
> Google >
Manage your
Google Account
(or just go to
myaccount.goog|
e.comina

browser).

2. Tap Data &
privacy.

3. Under “History
settings,” tap
Location
History and
toggle it off.

4. Also tap Web &
App Activity
and turn off the
toggle or choose
to exclude
location data.

HOW TO TURN OFF
LOCATION
SERVICES ON
WINDOWS 10 AND
WINDOWS 11

Microsoft provides
location services for
apps and system
features like Cortana,
weather, and Maps.
Here is how to disable
them.



Windows
10

1. Click the Start
button and select
Settings (gear
icon).

2. Go to Privacy
(or Privacy &
security).

3. In the left
sidebar, select
Location.

4. Under “Allow
access to
location on this
device,” click
Change and set
the toggle to Off.

5. Under “Allow
apps to access
your location,”
toggle the main
switch Off.

You can also scroll
down to see a list of
individual apps that

any app you don’t want
to use location data.

Windows
11

1. Press Windows
key + I to open
Settings.

2. Navigate to
Privacy &
security >
Location.

3. Toggle Location
services to Off.

4. Optionally, turn
off Let apps
access your
location.

5. Under “Allow
desktop apps to
access your
location,” switch
it off if visible.

Windows 11 also shows
a list of apps that have
requested location; you
can change each to

have_ _ location «neyer” or “While the
permission. Turn off app is in use.”
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HOW TO TURN OFF
LOCATION
SERVICES ON
MACOS

Apple’s desktop
operating system also
uses location for
features like Find My
Mac, Siri, weather, and
maps. Here is how to
disable it on a Mac.

1. Click the Apple
menu in the top-
left corner and
choose System
Settings (or
System
Preferences on
older versions).

2. Click Privacy &
Security (or just
Security &
Privacy).

3. Select Location
Services from
the left column.

4. Toggle the main
Location
Services switch
Off to completely

disable location
detection.

5. If you prefer to
keep it on for
certain apps,
leave the main
toggle on and
uncheck specific
apps from the list
below. Click the
lock icon and
enter your
password to
make changes.

Note that turning off
location services on a
Mac will also disable
Find My Mac, so
consider this if you rely
on that feature to
locate a lost device.

HOW TO TURN OFF

LOCATION
SERVICES IN WEB
BROWSERS

Even if you have

system-wide location
off, websites can ask
for your location
through your browser.
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Here is how to disable
geolocation in popular
browsers.

Google
Chrome

1. Click the three-
dot menu in the
upper-right
corner and open
Settings.

2. Go to Privacy
and security >
Site Settings.

3. Click Location.

4. Select Don’t
allow sites to
see your
location.

Privacy &
Security panel.

. Scroll down to

Permissions
and find
Location.

. Click Settings

and check Block
hew requests
asking to
access your
location.

Microsoft
Edge

1. Click the three-

dot menu and
choose
Settings.

. Go to Cookies

Mozilla and site
permissions >
F i refox Location.
3. Toggle Ask
. before
1. (;lICk the three- accessing
line menu and (recommended
choo_se ) to Off or select
Settings. Block.
2. Gotothe
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Safari

1. Go to Safari >
Preferences (or
Settings on
newer macOS).

. Click the
Websites tab.

. In the left
sidebar, select
Location.

. For any website
listed, change
the setting to
Deny. To block
all future
requests, choose
Deny from the
dropdown at the
bottom when
visiting a new
site.

HOW TO TURN OFF
LOCATION
SERVICES ON
GOOGLE MAPS
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Google Maps has its
own location settings
that can override
system settings if you
are signed into your
Google Account. To
restrict location
tracking within the

app:

1. Open the Google
Maps app on
your phone.

. Tap your profile
picture (top-
right) and select
Settings.

. Tap Personal
content (or
Privacy &
location).

. Under “Location
settings,” toggle
off Location
services inside
the app.

. Also tap
Location



