Drug Facts And Comparisons 2013 1

Drug Facts And
Comparisons 2013

Drug Facts

And Downloaded from
Comparisons www.strongadvocates.com
2013 by Bryant & Cali

INTRODUCTION:
WHY 2013 WAS A
LANDMARK YEAR
FOR DRUG
INFORMATION

In the ever-evolving
landscape of
pharmaceuticals,
staying informed about
medications, their
uses, side effects, and
interactions is not just
a matter of
professional
responsibility—it is a
matter of safety. Few
resources have been
as trusted by
healthcare
professionals as the
reference known as

Drug Facts And
Comparisons. The 2013
edition of this
indispensable qguide
arrived at a pivotal
moment in modern
medicine. It captured a
snapshot of a
pharmaceutical

industry that was
rapidly expanding, with
new biologics, generic

alternatives, and
complex treatment
protocols reshaping

clinical practice. For
pharmacists,

physicians, nurses, and
even informed
patients, the 2013
volume was more than
a book; it was a lifeline
to accurate, evidence-
based knowledge at


https://www.strongadvocates.com/

the point of care.

This article delves into
the significance of
Drug Facts And
Comparisons 2013,
examining why this
particular edition
remains a touchstone
for understanding
medication
management. We will
explore its structure,
its role in clinical
decision-making, the
therapeutic categories
it highlighted, and how
it fits into the broader
history of drug
reference materials.
Whether you are a
seasoned healthcare
professional or a
student just beginning
your journey,
understanding the
legacy of this resource
offers valuable insight
into how drug
information has been
curated, updated, and
trusted over time.

THE CORE
PURPOSE OF DRUG
FACTS AND
COMPARISONS

Drug Facts And
Comparisons has long
been recognized as a
definitive source of
drug information in the
United States. Unlike
many other references
that simply list
medications, this
resource is designed to
present comparative
data. It allows
clinicians to evaluate
therapeutic
alternatives side by
side, making it easier
to choose the most
appropriate treatment
for a specific patient.
The 2013 edition
continued this tradition
with updated content
that reflected the most
current FDA approvals,
safety warnings, and
clinical guidelines
available at that time.
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Who
Depends
on This

Resource
?

The primary audience
for Drug Facts And
Comparisons 2013
includes pharmacists
working in hospital and
community settings,
physicians who
prescribe medications,
nurses administering

treatments, and
pharmacy technicians
who assist with

medication
management.
Additionally, medical
librarians, researchers,
and formulary
committee members
rely on this text to
make evidence-based

decisions. The 2013
edition was particularly
valuable because it

bridged the gap
between older,
established

medications and the
wave of newer agents
entering the market
during that period.

How the
2013
Edition
Differed
from
Previous
Versions

Every edition of Drug
Facts And Comparisons
updates its content,
but the 2013 release
featured several



notable changes. It
included newly
approved drugs that
had gained FDA
clearance in the
preceding year,
updated pricing
information where
available, and revised
comparison tables that
reflected the most
recent clinical trial
data. The editors also
took care to clarify
safety concerns that
had emerged around
certain classes of
medications, such as
anticoagulants and
diabetes therapies.
This made the 2013
edition particularly
timely for professionals
managing patients with
chronic conditions.

2013

One of the strengths of
Drug Facts And
Comparisons has

always been its logical,
user-friendly
organization. The 2013
edition followed a
familiar structure that
allowed readers to find
information quickly
under pressure. The
book was divided into
therapeutic chapters,
each focusing on a
specific drug class or
medical condition.
Within each chapter,
individual drug
monographs provided
detailed data on
pharmacology,
indications,
contraindications,

dosing, adverse
THE STRUCTURE effects, and  drug
AND interactions.
ORGANIZATION OF
DRUG FACTS AND
COMPARISONS
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Comparat

Tables:
The Heart
of the

Resource

What truly set Drug
Facts And Comparisons
2013 apart from a
simple drug dictionary
were its extensive
comparative tables.
These side-by-side
summaries allowed
clinicians to see at a
glance how different
medications within the
same class stacked up
against one another.
For instance, a table
comparing various
statins would include
information on efficacy,
dosing ranges,

metabolism pathways,
and cost
considerations. This
comparative approach
empowered healthcare
providers to tailor
therapy to individual
patient needs, taking
into account factors
like renal function,
concomitant
medications, and
insurance coverage.

Indexing
and
Cross-
Referenci

ng

The 2013 edition also
featured a robust index
system. Readers could
look up a drug by
brand name, generic
name, or therapeutic
category. Cross-



references directed
users to related
content elsewhere in
the book, ensuring that
no piece of information
existed in isolation.
This interconnected
design mirrored the
reality of clinical
practice, where
understanding a single
drug often requires
knowledge of its place
within a larger
treatment paradigm.

KEY THERAPEUTIC
AREAS
HIGHLIGHTED IN
THE 2013 EDITION

Drug Facts And
Comparisons 2013
placed special

emphasis on several
therapeutic categories
that were undergoing
rapid change.
Understanding these
areas provides a
window into the
medical priorities of
the era and the

challenges clinicians
faced.

Anticoag
ulants
and
Antiplatel
et Agents

The early 2010s saw a
revolution in
anticoagulation
therapy. The 2013
edition featured
extensive coverage of
warfarin alongside
newer agents such as
dabigatran,
rivaroxaban, and
apixaban. These direct
oral anticoagulants
(DOACs) offered
advantages like fixed
dosing and fewer
dietary restrictions, but
they also required
careful consideration of
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renal function and
reversal strategies. The
comparative tables in
Drug Facts And
Comparisons 2013
helped clinicians weigh
the risks and benefits
of each option,
especially for patients
with atrial fibrillation or
venous
thromboembolism.

Diabetes
Medicatio
ns

Diabetes management
was another area of
intense focus. The
2013 edition covered
traditional therapies
like metformin and
sulfonylureas, but it
also included newer
classes such as DPP-4
inhibitors (sitagliptin,
saxagliptin) and SGLT2
inhibitors, which were

just beginning to gain
traction. The
comparative data on
glycemic efficacy,
weight effects, and
cardiovascular
outcomes provided
valuable guidance for
clinicians managing an
increasingly diverse
arsenal of diabetes
drugs.

Oncology
and
Biologics

The field of oncology
was expanding rapidly,
with targeted therapies
and

immunomodulators
changing the
treatment landscape.
Drug Facts And
Comparisons 2013
included monographs
for many biologic
agents that had



recently received
approval. The resource
helped clinicians
understand

mechanisms of action,
dosing schedules, and
unique toxicity profiles
associated with these
advanced therapies.
For community
pharmacists who might
not specialize in
oncology, this section

was an essential
reference for
answering patient

questions and ensuring
safe dispensing.

Psychiatri
C and
Neurologi
cal

Medicatio
ns

Mental health
treatment continued to
evolve, and the 2013
edition reflected that
evolution.
Antidepressants,
antipsychotics,

anxiolytics, and
medications for
attention-
deficit/hyperactivity

disorder were covered
in depth. Drug Facts
And Comparisons 2013
provided comparative
data on efficacy, side
effect profiles, and
drug interactions,
which was particularly
important given the
polypharmacy often
seen in psychiatric
patients. The inclusion
of newer agents like
vilazodone and
lurasidone gave
clinicians updated
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options for treating
depression and
schizophrenia.

THE ROLE OF
DRUG FACTS AND
COMPARISONS
2013 IN CLINICAL
PRACTICE

For many healthcare
professionals, Drug
Facts And Comparisons
2013 was not just a
reference book—it was
a daily working tool. Its
role in clinical practice
extended across
multiple settings and
scenarios.

Point-of-
Care
Decision
Making

In hospital pharmacies,
the 2013 edition was

often consulted when
verifying orders,
checking for drug
interactions, or
identifying appropriate
dosing adjustments for
patients with renal or
hepatic impairment.
The comparative tables
allowed pharmacists to
quickly suggest
therapeutic

alternatives when a
prescribed drug was
not on formulary or
when a patient had a
documented allergy. In
community

pharmacies, the book
helped practitioners

answer patient
guestions about side
effects, storage

requirements, and
generic substitutions.

Formular



included some pricing
information, which,
while not as dynamic

gecpnnt digital tools,
Man provided a wuseful

seline for
ent ar']gjmparisons at the

Cost

Consider,

tions

Throughout

pharmacy

therapeutics
committees used Drug
Facts And Comparisons
to evaluate which
medications should be
included on hospital or
insurance formularies.
The comparative data
on efficacy, safety, and
cost helped these
committees make
rational decisions that
balanced clinical
outcomes with
budgetary constraints.
The 2013 edition also

2013,
and

cost

time.

Patlent
E ducation
and
Counselin

g

Pharmacists and
physicians alike used
Drug Facts And
Comparisons 2013 as a
foundation for patient

education. When
counseling a patient
about a new
medication, the
clinician could
reference the

monograph to explain
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how the drug works,
what side effects to
watch for, and how to
take it correctly. The
easy-to-understand
language of the
summaries made it
possible to translate
complex medical
information into advice
that patients could
follow.

LIMITATIONS AND
CONSIDERATIONS
FOR THE 2013
EDITION

No reference is perfect,
and Drug Facts And
Comparisons 2013 had
its limitations. Being a
print resource, it could
not be updated as
quickly as digital
databases. By the time
the book reached
readers, some
information—especially
regarding newly
approved drugs or
recent safety
warnings—may have

11

11
already been
superseded. Users
were advised to

supplement the book
with current online
resources, such as the
FDA MedWatch alerts
or the latest clinical
guidelines.

Additionally, the 2013
edition was primarily
focused on the U.S.
market. Drugs
approved in other
countries but not yet
available in the United
States were not
included, which limited
its usefulness for an
international audience.
Despite these
limitations, the book
remained an
authoritative starting
point for drug
information that was
vetted by a team of
expert editors and
reviewers.

HOW DRUG FACTS
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databasesAND more

COMPARISORNSused on practical
2013 COMPAFRESon-making. The
WITH OTHERZ013 edition struck a

RESOURCES

During the same
period, clinicians had
access to other drug
information resources,

including the
Physicians' Desk
Reference (PDR),
Lexicomp,

Micromedex, and

various mobile apps.
However, Drug Facts
And Comparisons
occupied a unique
niche. Unlike the PDR,
which primarily
reprinted FDA-
approved labeling,
Drug Facts And
Comparisons

synthesized

information from
multiple sources and
presented it in a
comparative format. It
was less exhaustive
than some digital

balance that many

professionals found
ideal for quick
reference without

sacrificing depth.

THE LEGACY OF
DRUG FACTS AND
COMPARISONS
2013

Looking back, Drug
Facts And Comparisons
2013 represents a
milestone in the history
of pharmaceutical
references. It captured
a moment when print
resources were still
widely used, even as
digital alternatives
were gaining ground.
For many
professionals, this
edition was the last
print version they
relied upon before
transitioning to online
subscriptions and
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mobile apps. Its
publication also
coincided with

important changes in
healthcare, including
the implementation of
the Affordable Care Act
in the United States,
which influenced
prescribing patterns
and formulary
decisions.

Transition
ing to
Digital
Formats

In the years following
2013, the publisher of
Drug Facts And
Comparisons continued
to evolve the product.
Digital versions with
real-time updates,
enhanced search
functionality, and
integrated clinical tools
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became the norm.
However, the 2013
edition remains a
valuable artifact for
understanding the
state of drug therapy
at that specific
juncture. Medical
libraries still hold
copies for historical
reference, and
educators sometimes
use it to teach students
how drug information
has been organized
and accessed over
time.

CONCLUSION: A
TRUSTED
COMPANION IN AN
ERA OF CHANGE

Drug Facts And
Comparisons 2013 was
far more than a
collection of drug
monographs. It was a
carefully curated tool
designed to help
healthcare

professionals make
informed, evidence-



based decisions at the
point of care. Its
comparative format,
thorough indexing, and
focus on clinically
relevant information
made it an
indispensable resource
during a time of rapid
pharmaceutical

innovation. From
anticoagulants to
oncology, from
diabetes to mental
health, the 2013
edition covered the
therapeutic landscape
with clarity and depth.

While digital resources
have since become the
standard for drug
information, the
principles that guided
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Comparisons
2013—accuracy,

comparability, and
practical
utility—remain as

relevant as ever. For
anyone looking to
understand how
clinicians navigated
the complexities of
medication therapy in
the early 2010s, this
reference stands as a
lasting testament to
the importance of
reliable drug
information. Whether
you are revisiting this
edition through
memory or discovering
it for the first time, its
legacy reminds us that
good clinical decisions

Drug Facts And Pegin with good
information.
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